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relating to the dispensing and selling of alcoholic beverages on Sunday 

Chair Klein opened the hearing at 2:14 p.m. All members were present. Senators Klein, 
Larsen, Burckhard, Vedaa, Kreun, and Marcellais. 

Discussion Topics: 
• Hours to serve alcoholic beverages
• Existence of requirements on restaurants and bars
• Survival of hospitality business

Senator Scott Meyer introduced the bill, testified in favor, and submitted testimony #3381 
[14:15]. 

Rudy Martinson, Director of ND Hospitality Industry testified in favor of bill [14:27]. 

Mike Rud, President of ND Petroleum Marketers and Retailers Association testified in 
favor [14:35]. 

Amanda Remynse, Greater North Dakota Chamber testified in favor and 
submitted testimony #3537 [14:36]. 

Additional written testimony: #3198, #3356, #3418, #3422, #3462, and #3503.

Senator Vedaa moved a DO PASS [14:43]. 
Senator Larsen seconded the motion [14:43]. 

[14:44] Senators Vote 
Senator Jerry Klein N 
Senator Doug Larsen Y 
Senator Randy A. Burckhard Y 
Senator Curt Kreun Y 
Senator Richard Marcellais Y 
Senator Shawn Vedaa N 

Motion passed: 4-2-0 

Senator Larsen will carry the bill [14:45]. 

 Chair Klein closed the hearing at 2:45 p.m. 

Isabella Grotberg, Committee Clerk 
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January 26, 2021 

Mr. Chairman and members of the IBL Committee, SB 2220 is a bill brought 

forward with the intention of helping one of the most negatively impacted 

industries due to Covid, the service industry.   This bill effectively changes the 

hours a business can sell alcohol on Sunday from 11 AM to 8 AM, which 

matches every other day of the week.   

Through discussions with many bar and restaurant owners in my district, they 

are looking for any opportunity stay viable in an industry that has seen many 

businesses close their doors this past year.  These businesses were 

demonized in the court of public opinion as super spreaders, these 

businesses had occupancy restrictions, and our government also restricted 

these businesses hours of operation.  The 10 PM closure time may have been 

the most detrimental to many of these businesses in my district and state. 

Some businesses lost four hours of business a day and up to twenty-hours 

each week. 

This bill simply is giving businesses an opportunity to sell alcohol for an 

additional 3 hours a week.  Just 3 hours.  It shows our service industry that 

we’re looking to give them another tool in the toolbox, and it doesn’t cost the 

state a dime. 

However, Mr. Chairman, bars and restaurants aren’t the only industries that 

benefit by the passage of SB 2220. 

 Golf courses

 Curling Clubs

 Convenience Stores/Liquor Stores

Mr. Chairman this is about letting our businesses decide when they want to be 

open and having the market help guide them.  It’s a very simple bill, and it 

gives one of our most negatively impacted industries another opportunity to 

succeed. 

I ask for a Do Pass recommendation and stand for any questions. 

#3381
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GNDC 
G cat North Oak.ta Ch mbc 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Amanda Remynse and I am here 
today representing the Greater North Dakota Chamber. GNDC is North Dakota's largest 
statewide business advocacy organization. We stand in support of SB 2220 and ask for a do 
pass. 

GNDC supports this bill, permitting alcohol sales and dispensing on Sunday morning, as it 
provides businesses the option and control over their own operations. The passage of this bill 
would allow businesses to profit from alcohol sales if they so choose. 

From GNDC's perspective, not only is this an opportunity for our border cities' businesses to be 
competitive, but it ensures all North Dakota businesses are being given choices on how they 
conduct their business and serve their customers. 

The GNDC encourages a do pass on SB 2220. 

Mr. Chairman this concludes my remarks, and I would be happy to stand for any questions you 
have. 

Champions f;;;) Business 

PO Box 2639 I Bismarck, ND 58502 I 701.222.0929 

ndchamber.com 



Grand Forks Curling Club 
1124 - 7th Ave S 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 

Re: SB 2220 

The Grand Forks Curling club is in favor of the hours extension in SB 2220.  Thank you 

For the Board 
GFCC 

#3198



Ground Round Grill & Bar 
2800 32nd Avenue South • Grand Forks, ND 58201 • 701.775.4646 
www.gfgroundround.com 

January 26, 2021 

RE: SB2220 

I write today in favor of SB2220. 

I represent an industry that has been absolutely decimated from regulations that were 
imposed to combat the Covid19 epidemic. My business alone experienced a 62% decline 
in revenue in Q2-2020 vs Q2-2019.  According to Eric Giltner, Senior Area Manager for 
the SBA:  

·75% of independent restaurants will not survive.
·PPP Loans were effective in the short-term, but continued limits and shutdowns
are moving many to the brink.
·Industry may need to get three to four years to get back to 2019 levels.

One thing for certain is that Covid19 has forced us restauranters to be very resourceful 
and even more entrepreneurial. With the much appreciated Federal and State help thus 
far, many of us have been able to hold on. For now.  

I see SB2220 as a vital and necessary tool to add options for us to dig out of the gaping 
trench we now find ourselves in.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Matthew Walkowiak 
Owner/ President 
Ground Round Grill & Bar 
Matt@gfgroundround.com 

www.gfgroundround.com 

#3356

http://www.gfgroundround.com/


Mr. Chairperson, members of the I.B.L. Committee 

 My name is Rod Ballinger, and I am testifying in opposition to SB2220. I am here representing the 

Winery Association of North Dakota (WAND) as their President. We are a professional association 

representing 100% of the commercial wineries in ND. Last session we promised not to be back this 

session asking for more unless it was an issue very important to our Industry. We were not consulted on 

the need for this SB 2220, and we do not feel it is necessary or beneficial to our Industry. Thank you for 

your consideration on a do not pass. 

#3418



January 26, 2021 

To whom it may concern, 

The restaurant and bar industry have taken a large hit this year with Covid-19, because of occupancy 
restrictions and the reduction of hours of operation. 

Having the ability to serve alcohol at the same time as the other 6 days of the week would help & allow 
business owners to help recoup some of those losses. Many sporting events take place before noon on 
Sundays, also many people would enjoy a mimosa or champagne with brunch.  

It should be up to each individual owner if they would like to be open. If restaurants and bars can serve 
alcohol every other day of the week at 8:00 am then why not Sundays? 

Thanks for your consideration, 
Joe Schneider 
Co-Owner (Joe Black’s Bar & Grill and Hub Pub Grand Forks ND) 

#3422



STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 2220 

January 26, 2021 

Chairman Klein and Members of the Senate Industry, Business & Labor Committee: 

On behalf of the brewpubs, taprooms and members of the North Dakota Brewers Guild, we 
urge the Committee to render a DO PASS vote on Senate Bill 2220 as drafted. SB 2220 would 
provide our members the opportunity to serve their products during brunch meal prior to 11 
a.m., if they choose - and provides another option for brewpubs and taprooms to help recover
from 2020’s unrelenting economic issues.

We appreciate Senator Meyer’s recognition of the unnecessary regulations of prohibiting the 
serving of alcohol to adults on Sunday mornings. This is strictly a business decision, and we 
encourage the State to continue to support our small main street businesses who continue to 
battle pandemic and economic challenges.  

North Dakota is home to nearly 30 brewpubs and taprooms across the state and each one 
contributes to their local communities with charitable efforts, investments and employment. 
Additionally, our industry directly supports North Dakota’s agriculture economy by using home 
grown grains to produce our products, generating more than $200 million of annual economic 
impact.  

Again, we respectfully request the Committee to give favorable passage to SB 2220. As always, 
we invite Committee Members to schedule a tour and a briefing at one of our North Dakota 
Brewers Guild Members to learn how this industry continues to support tourism and the 
economy of our State. 

#3462

NORTH DAKOTA 

~ BREWERS GUILD 



To Whom It May Concern:  
I am writing this letter to voice my support for ND Bill 2220 regarding amending the hours of 
Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages.  
My wife Jeannie and I own a liquor store in Cando where we also sell gas, fishing tackle, 
hunting supplies, and many other convenience items.  There have been countless times when a 
customer comes in on a Sunday before noon and we are not allowed to sell them alcohol. Many 
times we are the last stop before they leave and are unable to get the items they want.  Many 
fisherman coming through early on a Sunday morning wish to pick up their offsale when they 
leave town.  
We fully support Bill 2220 to change the law to allow business owners to decide when they 
choose to sell their products.  

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Chad and Jeannie Staus 
Cando, ND  

#3503
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Judiciary 
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SB 2220 
3/22/2021 

 
 

 Relating to the dispensing and selling of alcoholic beverages on Sunday; and to 
provide a penalty. 

 
Chairman Klemin called the hearing at 9:00 AM. 
 

     Present: Representatives Klemin, Karls, Becker, Buffalo, Christensen, K Hanson,  
Jones, Paulson, Paur, Roers Jones, Satrom, and Vetter.       Absent:  Magrum and Cory 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Business hours 
• Service industry flexibility 

 
Senator Meyer:  Introduced the bill.  Testimony # 10248 
 
Rudie Martinson:  ND Hospitality Association.  Verbal testimony 
 
Mike Rudd; ND Marketers and Retail Association:  Verbal testimony 
 
Rep. Gregg Westland, Represents District 15. Verbal testimony 
 
Amanda Remyne: GNDC: Verbal testimony  
 
Chairman Klemin closed the hearing at 9:11. 
 
Rep. K. Hanson:  Move to adopt amendment on page 3 take out the restriction of not being 
able to serve alcohol after 6PM; line 5 strike eve and the comma on Christmas Day. 
   
Rep. Becker: Seconded 
Voice vote Failed 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  Do Pass motion 
Rep. Vetter:  Seconded 
 
Roll Call Vote; 

Representatives Vote 
Chairman Klemin N 
Vice Chairman Karls N 
Rep Becker Y 
Rep. Christensen N 
Rep. Cory A 
Rep T. Jones N 



House Judiciary 
SB 2220 
March 22, 2021 
Page 2  
   
Rep Magrum A 
Rep Paulson N 
Rep Paur N 
Rep Roers Jones Y 
Rep B. Satrom N 
Rep Vetter Y 
Rep Buffalo N 
Rep K. Hanson Y 
  

      4-8-2 - motion failed 
 
Rep. Satrom: Do Not Pass Motion 
Rep. Paur:  Seconded 

 
Roll Call Vote: 

     Representatives Attendance  
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Karen Karls Y 
Representative Rick Becker N 
Representative Ruth Buffalo Y 
Representative Cole Christensen Y 
Representative Claire Cory A 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson N 
Representative Terry B. Jones Y 
Representative Jeffery J. Magrum A 
Representative Bob Paulson Y 
Representative Gary Paur Y 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones N 
Representative Bernie Satrom Y 
Representative Steve Vetter N 

 8-4-2 - Motion carried  
Carrier:  Rep. B. Paulson 

 
 
Additional Testimony:  #10302 
 
Chairman Klemin - stopped 9:27. 
 
 
DeLores D. Shimek 
Committee Clerk by Anna Fiest 
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March 22, 2021 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Judiciary Committee, SB 2220 is a bill 

brought forward with the intention of helping one of the most negatively 

impacted industries due to Covid, the service industry.   This bill essentially 

changes the hours a business can sell alcohol on Sunday from 11 AM to 8 

AM, which matches every other day of the week.   

Through discussions with many bar and restaurant owners in my district, they 

are looking for any opportunity stay viable in an industry that has seen many 

businesses close their doors this past year.  These businesses were 

demonized in the court of public opinion as super spreaders, these 

businesses had occupancy restrictions, and our government also restricted 

these businesses hours of operation.  The 10 PM closure time may have been 

the most detrimental to many of these businesses in my district and state. 

Some businesses lost four hours of business a day and up to twenty-hours 

each week. 

This bill simply is giving businesses an opportunity to sell alcohol for an 

additional 3 hours a week.  Just 3 hours.  It shows our service industry that 

we’re looking to give them another tool in the toolbox, and it doesn’t cost the 

state a dime. 

However, Mr. Chairman, bars and restaurants aren’t the only industries that 

benefit by the passage of SB 2220. 

 Golf courses

 Curling Clubs

 Convenience Stores/Liquor Stores

 Resorts

Mr. Chairman this is about letting our businesses decide when they want to be 

open and having the market help guide them.  It’s a very simple bill, and it 

#10248



 2 
 

 

gives one of our most negatively impacted industries another opportunity to 

succeed. 

I ask for a Do Pass recommendation and stand for any questions. 



10302
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