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Minutes:                                                 Written attachment # 1 Sen. Scott Meyer 
Written attachment # 2,3, 4 Andrew Alexis 
Varvel 

 
Chairman Burckhard opened the hearing for SCR4011. All senators are present.  
 
Senator Scott Meyer, Grand Forks. Resolution 4011 is something that came to me a couple 
of months ago. I had some chats with the student body president at UND and NDSU and 
gave them my idea on this. I am a UND alum, graduating in 2006 when they were still called 
the Fighting Sioux, they are now called the Fighting Hawks, which has nothing to do with 
whole idea. But I just want to let you know I’ve grown up watching these NDSU football and 
UND football games and the state literally shuts down when that happens. Literally North 
Dakota comes together and you’re either on one side or the other and it fun to be a part of it. 
In 2020 UND and NDSU are now going to be in the same conference, the Missouri Valley 
Conference and that’s where we are going to see each other every year and it’s going to get 
back to that good old rivalry that I so just miss. I sent out some pictures out there. (Written 
attachment #1). I ask for a favorable recommendation. (:40-3:54)  
 
Senator Anderson: Do you anticipate that anybody is going to spend any state money or 
are they going to spend student money or whatever in this endeavor? 
 
Senator Scott Meyer: You know in the resolution I didn’t actually appropriate any funds or 
ask about that. It was more along just to form a committee. I can’t say yes or no to that. 
 
Senator Dotzenrod: Has there been any discussion about the old Nickel Trophy, it’s in the 
Heritage Center now, of some with these games coming back if that tradition of having that 
or using that particular trophy might be somehow appropriate and has that been a line of 
inquiry or is that just sort of something because it’s in the Heritage Center it didn’t seem right 
to try and consider that. 
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Senator Meyer: I think that would be an amazing thing if we could just bring back that nickel 
trophy. But I believe that once the UND Fighting Sioux logo was retired that also went along 
with that trophy and that’s why we put it into the Heritage Center. I think that would be a 
tremendous idea. But probably not. 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel (5:44-14:16) Written attachment #2 (10:57) audio file on tape (10:58- 
12:10) Oral attachment #3. He then continues with his oral testimony with the Lakota 
language. Audio link provided to committee - https://www.legis.nd.gov/downloads/bill-history-
media-file/66-2019/scr4011/scr4011-spolsub-02072019-varvel-odz-dzo-dzi.mp3 

 
Chairman Burckhard: Do you want to give that in summary form in English as well?  
Andrew Alexis Varvel: Here is the English translation if you’d like.  
Chairman Burckhard: Do you want to summarize what it says? 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: Well I will try to summarize the best I can? The Nickel Trophy as the 
back story. The OJGL is one of the oldest traditions at UND. Basically the people, I am pretty 
sure that somebody found out from some Lakota speaking Indian, oh it would be a great yell. 
My guess is that the person was very honest and told the person hey this would be great! 
The problem though is that they have whistling, whinny and throwing, celebrating, they have 
a-ya, a-ya, means no towards the enemy. The problem is if you put North Dakota after like 
no-no your own team, your kind of against your own team. That’s the way they did it. This is 
something that about 8 years ago I told a former tribal chairman at Standing Rock, Jesse 
Taken Alive, about this and his reaction. If you look at it we once had farmers and flickertails, 
aggies and flickertails, but the bison was adopted because they could step on flickertails. Of 
course there was a search for something that could hunt bison from UND. He referred to his 
history of the Haskell football team playing at UND (written testimony # 4). (12:10-19:24) 
 
Senator Anderson: What intrigues me is that the language is written down. As long as we 
are here can you enlighten us a little bit about when or how that occurs, and who decided it. 
Obviously it wasn’t written before somebody came up with some kind of an alphabet or 
whatever that could be used. 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: So far as I know concerning the Lakota language, there were fur 
traders and missionaries coming in the mid 1800’s who are writing down the language. I 
believe there was a Bible in the Lakota language sometime in the 1800’s. I believe it was the 
Rigg’s Bible. One of the things that happen within any aboriginal language is there are many 
different ways of writing it down. You could say for every 3 linguists you have 4 different 
writing systems. That certainly is the case for Lakota. Now the way I wrote it down is the 
system that is being used by John Ulrich from the Lakota Language Consortium and since 
the Lakota Summer Institute will be at UND, I decided that I would use that system. But there 
are several different…the problem is not so much that there’s any problem on writing things 
down, it’s that there are many, many different ways to write it down and if you try to write 
down Lakota there are about half dozen Lakota ways of writing it.  
 
Senator Anderson: I am not versed in Lakota. The only word that I recognize slightly was 
flandreau which seems to be taken from the French. Is that correct? 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: Flandreau is actually. Sometimes later words are brought in and in 
fact the term come te ,that word is a lone word from English. It is just written down differently.  

https://www.legis.nd.gov/downloads/bill-history-media-file/66-2019/scr4011/scr4011-spolsub-02072019-varvel-odz-dzo-dzi.mp3
https://www.legis.nd.gov/downloads/bill-history-media-file/66-2019/scr4011/scr4011-spolsub-02072019-varvel-odz-dzo-dzi.mp3
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Senator Judy Lee: Can you tell me please what your connection is with the Lakota briefly, 
briefly? Is it something that I don’t need to know your whole history, that’s none of my 
business, but I would like to know if you are a tribal member, do you have a connection with 
the tribe, are you an historical expert on Lakota? If so, how? 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: I mostly am an historian actually. I have been doing the history 
concerning the fur trade in the 1800’s mainly in the 1830’s. That is my area of expertise. I’ve 
had some interest in the language in many respects. I am trying to learn Mandan and in order 
to learn Mandan, it usually helps to learn Lakota simply because Lakota is more thoroughly 
researched. The fact is that am I a tribal member, no. Did I grow up on a reservation for about 
3 years of my early life, actually yes before I was in Grand Forks, I lived in Belcourt for about 
3 years. That’s not a Lakota reservation, but I do have a number of friends both from school 
and later who are Lakota but I don’t claim any tribal affiliation for myself. I am merely a 
historian and somebody who is very interested in the language. 
 
Senator Judy Lee: I appreciate your historical interest in it. Obviously that is an important 
thing as well. However, in my opinion this resolution has nothing to do anymore with Lakota 
or Sioux. It has to do with UND, and the Fighting Hawks, and NDSU and the Bison. So, 
interesting as it may be, I don’t feel compelled to consider what the history personally of it is 
because all of that that was honored by Sioux chiefs at the time that President George 
Starcher was name the Honorary Chief because of all the programs which were in place at 
UND which are intended and still do assist Native American students who are attending there. 
All of that plus on his head was the change in the logo. I don’t know anybody who went to 
UND who didn’t have some affection for that logo with no ill intended at all but that we accept 
now what we have with what is here. So, even though it may be interesting to know about 
the history of what you just described, it really in my opinion has nothing to do with this 
resolution because it is a different thing. We are talking about 2 football teams really who 
would like to have the trophy again. 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: Was that a question? 
Senator Judy Lee: I am just explaining to you some history that you may not have known 
because I happened to be there at the time when that happened. 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: I believe that understanding the history of the Nickel Trophy is a 
absolutely essential to understanding where we are now and further more I do think that this 
was an opportunity to point out to a general public that the Lakota language consortium will 
be having a summer school in Lakota. Furthermore, that there are obvious similarities in 
terms of Fighting Hawks in what the Flandreau Santee’s tribe has already had as their 
emblem and on their flag. I would say that in many respects the keeping of the word fighting 
in the term “fighting hawks” is a direct reference to the previous nickname and furthermore 
that I would like to regard this as a healing event in terms of trying to make that sure that 
regardless of whether people are opposed or in support of the old nickname that we can all 
come together in favor of this particular new trophy that would be in keeping and respectful 
towards everybody.  
 
Chairman Burckhard: So you are in favor of the bill? 
Andrew Alexis Varvel: Yes, I am.  
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Chairman Burckhard asked for opposition testimony then neutral testimony for SCR4011.  
 
Chairman Burckhard closed the hearing on SCR4011.  
 
Committee Discussion:  
 
Senator Diane Larson: It’s just a resolution and we have it in front of us whether it should’ve 
been brought to us is one question. But since it’s here and we have to dispose of it one way 
or another I will move a do pass on SCR 4011. 
2nd- Senator Anderson 
 
Senator Anderson: I think probably with the new rivalry something is going to happen 
anyway and he had some inference that there might be working on it already. This gives the 
student groups at the university to kind of get the legislature’s blessing to go ahead and 
develop it. Which I think is a better idea than saying the administration or somebody else to 
do. A good place to have it is with the students. 
 
Senator Judy Lee: I just recall a few years ago when the Legislature got involved with the 
debate about the logo. There was nothing but bad will that came out of that at all. I can just 
see that instead of talking about the 111page bill with 31 pages of amendments that we 
passed yesterday, about a really important thing, it was revitalizing social services in North 
Dakota. The newspapers aren’t going to take the time to talk about that, they are going to 
say the Legislature got its fingers and nose in this business again when the two universities 
ought to be able to work it out. That’s a concern of mine with the fact that the Legislature 
even gets involved with it at all. As Senator Larson said, it is just a resolution. But I fear that 
it’s just going to be built up into some legislative involvement even though we can see very 
clearly that it’s not intended to take a position one way or the other.  
 
Senator Anderson: If we get inquiries from the press we should refer them to Andrew and 
he can read his statement in Lakota. 
 
Senator Burckhard: That might be a good new item. 
 
Roll call vote: 5 Yea 1No 0 Absent 
Motion passes 
Carrier: Senator Kannianen 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
A concurrent resolution urging the student bodies of UND and NDSU to design and 
implement new football rivalry trophy 
 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2 

 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Opened the hearing on SCR 4011. 
 
Sen. Scott Meyer: (Attachment 1) The intent of this resolution is to get the student bodies 
back together and design a new nickel trophy.  The magnitude of the games presently does 
not match the current trophy.  With UND joining the Missouri Valley Conference in 2020, I 
felt it was appropriate to address this again.  It has nothing to do with the old logo; it’s just a 
fresh start.  I’m asking for a favorable recommendation. 
 
Rep. Pat D. Heinert:  Who developed the thought process behind the nickel trophy and 
designed it and implemented it? 
 
Sen. Scott Meyer:  The original one was the Blue Key Honor Society at NDSU, I believe, 
back in the 1930’s.   
 
Rep. Pat D. Heinert:  Do we need a Senate Resolution to tell them to do it again? 
 
Sen. Scott Meyer:  I guess I don’t know if they’ll do it on their own.   That’s why I got proactive 
and knowing that it’s coming up next fall, it was a little bit of a nudge. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:   Any additional questions? 
 
Alexis Varvel: (Attachment 2) 5:00-9:20 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:   Any questions from the committee?  Others in 
favor?  Any in opposition?  Neutral testimony?   Close the hearing on SCR 4011. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
This is a concurrent resolution to insure that NDSU will forever have a trophy. 
  
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Owens: Open the Hearing on the SCR 4011 
 
What is the committees wishes?  
 
They retired the Nickle Trophy because UND & NDSU have changed the names of their 
football teams, so now they want the students of both Universities to design a new trophy for 
the 2020 Football season when they play as conference rivals. 
 
Rep. Longmuir: Made a motion for a Do Pass on SCR 4011 
 
Rep. Marschall: Seconded 
 
Rep. Heinert: Can I ask for a point of clarity?  
 
Chairman Owens: Yes 
 
Rep. Heinert: If this comes out 100% for, does this just go on the Consent Calendar? Or does 
this one have to be voted on, on the floor? 
 
Chairman Owens: If it comes out 100% the motion can be a Do Pass and placed on the 
Consent Calendar. 
 
Both Representatives want to amend their motions.  
 
Rep. Longmuir: made a motion for a Do Pass on SCR 4011 and placed on the Consent 
Calendar. 
 
Rep. Marschall: Seconded 
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A roll call vote was taken:  Yes  12       No   0      Absent   2 
 
Rep. Strinden will carry SCR 4011 to be placed on the Consent Calendar 
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