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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
A concurrent resolution urging the United States Department of Agriculture to use official 
government estimates when reporting world grain supplies. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-2  

 
Chairman Luick: Opened hearing on SCR 4008.  
 
Senator Dwyer, District 47: Testified in support of the resolution. North Dakota is usually 
the number one wheat producing state in the nation. Our country is the major corn producing 
country in the world, also soybeans. But I’m mostly talking about wheat in this resolution. See 
attachment #1 for testimony in support of SCR 4008. Briefly explained the process of 
international grain pricing. Explained the NASS board and what it means to wheat prices and 
trade markets. The resolution says that if you look at the countries, they all have some sort 
of official board, but the USDA doesn’t use them. So if you follow it, they usually are higher 
than these other official reporting entities of these other countries. And the question is why 
don’t they use them? Commissioner Goehring is on board, because we’re using what these 
other reporting boards are saying and they probably know better about what is happening in 
their individual countries than we do, so we should use that. The individual farm, if the 
fundamental part of the market factor is able to be freed up just a little bit by our country 
reporting what other countries are officially reporting, I think there would be some 
opportunities for our farmers to just have a little tiny bit more profit. Commissioner Goehring 
said he’d be happy to come down and talk to you.  
 
(14:22)John Weinand, Farmer from Hazen, Past President of the North Dakota Grain 
Growers Association: See attachment #2 for testimony in support of SCR 4008. 
 
Lance Gaebe, North Dakota Corn Growers: testified in support of the bill. Maybe a 
consistent source in this field would be good instead of statistics that change from report to 
report. In reference to a government source, can sometimes be manipulated, even the 
examples like China may have a different motivation of how they want to report bushels or 
carryover stocks. It may actually be intended to move the prices so in reference to the 
government source, it kind of depends on who’s government source you want to trust on that. 
But maybe a consistent or stable source is a better way to phrase that.  
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Chairman Luick: Is there anything you would like to change or add to the language?  
 
Lance: After the whereas part, where it just says to use official government estimates, when 
I first read it I thought it was official US government estimates but we talk about other 
countries so, if you read it like this it could be official Chinese government estimates so that’s 
why I reference the word stable or consistent or regular. So I don’t have a good suggestion 
other than which government is the question I’m raising.  
 
Chairman Luick: Closes hearing on SCR 4008. 
 
Senator Hogan: We could easily just add use consistent official government estimates.  
 
Senator Luick: I think the question was which country’s official estimates we’re using; do we 
want to change that or alter that to say United States’ or does it matter? 
 
Senator Hogan: We list them in the whereas’s is that enough or not? On line 7. It’s just a 
resolution I think we could let it go.  
 
Senator Larsen: Moved a Do Pass on SCR 4008. 
 
Vice Chair Myrdal: Seconded. 
 
A Roll Call was held: 6 yeas, 0 nay, 0 absent. 
 
Motion carries. 
 
Senator Larsen will carry the bill. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
A resolution urging the U. S. Department of Agriculture to use official government estimates 
when reporting world grain supplies 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment #1 

 
Senator Mike Dwyer, Co-Sponsor:  (Attachment #1)  This resolution talks about how 
USDA reports estimates of wheat.  It is a complaint to USDA on how they estimate.  Even a 
difference of 15 cents per bushels adds up to a sizable amount. 
 
Markets are affected by how much is in the world and the traders.  If USDA says the 
number of acres and amount of production is high, then the price goes down. 
 
The National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS) looks at fields and yields.  Our 
Commissioner of Agriculture is on the NASS Committee.   
 
World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) gets their information from 
USDA and from the other countries of what they will have in production.  There are six 
major countries that produce wheat.  They are the United States, Black Sea including 
Russian and the Ukraine, Australia, Canada, European Union, and Argentina. 
NASS determines the estimated acres and yield in our country.  On the resolution,  
lines 7-10, every country has the same thing like what we call NASS.  WASDE doesn’t use 
the official entities from these other countries.  They come up with their own.  NASS would 
have the best information in our country to estimate the amount of wheat that will be 
produced.  
 
China doesn’t export corn or wheat.  WASDE included 160 million metric tons from China in 
their global report.  This doubled the global corn estimate of what was available.  That 
brought down the price of corn.  We don’t want them to use China in their global estimates 
of supply.  We want more stability in marketing. 
 
(12:20) 
Representative Tveit:   Are these charts available to a farmer so you can make decisions 
without us passing another rule? 
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Senator Mike Dwyer:  This is not another rule.  We just want USDA to use the official 
estimators from the other countries so that it is consistent. 
 
Representative Headland:  Why do they do that? 
 
Senator Mike Dwyer:  They want to keep the prices low because that helps the price of 
food.  It is also impacted because for crop insurance if the prices are low, the federal 
government saves money. 
 
Representative Satrom:  Is there a question of reliability of other reporting groups? 
 
Senator Mike Dwyer:  We have to use the countries’ estimates because there is no other 
information.  NASS is the one with boots on the ground.  Canada has the same.  How 
would the U.S. know more than the other country? 
 
Representative Richter:  How does our government decide what the numbers are if we 
don’t use information from other countries? 
 
Senator Mike Dwyer:  Why don’t they use what Canada uses?  I don’t know. 
 
Representative Tveit:  Is NASS a federal program?  Who controls it? 
 
Senator Mike Dwyer:  NASS is a part of the United States Department of Agriculture.  
WASDE and NASS are both divisions of USDA.   
 
Opposition:  None 
 
 
Representative Headland:  Moved Do Pass 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck:  Seconded the motion 
 
A Roll Call vote was taken:  Yes  _12_, No __0__, Absent ___2__. 
 
Do Pass carries and will be on the consent calendar. 
 
Representative Schreiber Beck will carry the bill. 
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