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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution directing the Legislative Management to consider studying the 
impact of violent, disruptive, and inappropriate behavior within the educational 
environment perpetrated by students against other students, teachers, and other school 

personnel, and the need to implement a uniform reporting system. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1, 2-Oban; Att. #3–Archuleta; Att. #4-Ziegler; Att. #5-  
Baxley; Att. # 6- Gravdahl; Att. #7-Teschendorf; Att. #8- 
Bakken; Att. #9- Schafer; Att. #10- Hogan 

 
Chairman Schaible: Open the Hearing for SCR 4004.  
 
Senator Oban: See Attachments #1, 2. 
 
Chairman Schaible: What do you see as a result of the study? 
 
Senator Oban: I would like to see the consistence of collection of the data regarding 
behavioral issues. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Other questions. Thank you. 
 
Nick Archuleta, President of ND United:  See Attachment #3. 
 
Russ Ziegler: See Attachment #4.   
 
Senator Davison: Would the study include the best practices from around the state?  
 
Russ Ziegler: I sure hope that is where the study goes – to be able to get the services to the 
parents that are in need of those services. In the beginning though, it needs to be focused 
on the data. We need to have uniform definitions using the same language so we can 
measure what is going on.  
 
(15:14) Senator Davison: How do we educate people on the best practices and what are 
the results? 
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Russ Ziegler: I know it is part of the bill, but it will be byproduct of what happens. Once we get 
the data, there will be those discussions about what schools are doing that helped alleviate 
some of this. We need to find out what schools are doing in ND and other states in dealing with 
issues like this. 
 
Senator Oban: I would call Senator Davison’s attention to the back side of the resolution that 
resolution where it does say if there are any findings that result in legislation.  
 
(17:22) Alexis Baxley, Exec. Dir. NDSBA: See attachment #5. 
 
Senator Oban: Alexis, I understand that there are school districts that are, as a part of 
negotiations, trying to include language that addresses things such as this and it has caused 
some contention between school boards and teachers. Do you feel this could potentially help? 
 
Alexis Baxley: Yes, absolutely. We know that a number of districts have discussed this in 
their negotiations and I think anytime you discuss putting something new in contractual 
language, it requires a significant evaluation. It is difficult to put something in contractual 
language if you don’t know exactly what you are addressing and what solution you are writing 
into contract. The study, data, mutual understanding will go a long way to help districts and 
teachers finding a place where we are all comfortable in addressing this. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you, Alexis. Other testimony.  
 
(23:00) Theresa Gravdahl: See attachment #6. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you. We appreciate your testimony. 
 
(27:28) Kari (Larson) Teschendorf: See attachment #7.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you. 
 
Senator Davison:  Fargo has been trying to track data for the past couple of years. It has not 
been successful because of the human element. We know a lot of what the problems are 
already. My hope we don’t get the legislator caught up while we wait for the study before we 
fund something. What have you seen as the challenges of reporting within the system you 
have tried to put together in Fargo?  
 
Kari Teschendorf: A lot of what has been talked about earlier is what is an assult, behavior, 
where is it at. You and I might have different views on what should be done. I won’t be up to 
individuals – it should be this is how it is done if this happens – you report it. Whereas, we get 
so backed up on “log entries” on behaviors, they don’t get addressed.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you. Other testimony in favor of the bill. 
 
Valerie Bakken, Asst. Director of Office of Early Learning: See attachment # 8. 
 
Luke Schafer, Regional Educational Associations, Statewide Education Visioning 
Committee: See attachment #9. 
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Chairman Schaible: Thank you Luke. Other testimony in favor of the bill. 
 
Christine Hogan, Attorney with Protection and Advocacy Project:  See attachment #10.   
P & A is an independent state agency. Its mission is to advocate for the human, civil and legal 
rights of people with disabilities. P & A strives to insure that every individual with a disability is 
treated with the same dignity and respect as all other ND citizens. We work extensively with 
students, parents, families and their schools who struggle with educational issues. It is evident 
that we have great schools. We do ask that the study consider the fact that children with 
disabilities have rights to certain procedural safeguards under federal law under some 
circumstances. Under IDEA, a child with disabilities who commits and act of misconduct at 
school has the right to a ministration determination, before serious discipline – that is 
expulsion of more than 10 consecutive days can be imposed. This means the school must 
evaluate whether the misconduct in question was caused by a direct and substantial 
relationship to the child’s disability. There is a large body of evidence that has been talked 
about best practices here this morning that misconduct and disruptive violent behavior can be 
prevented with evidence based solutions, such as positive behavioral supports and behavioral 
intervention plans for each student – based according to their needs. We have also seen that 
ready access to a wide array if wrap around behavioral health services can produce very 
positive outcomes for children. I believe that maybe implied in the resolution that these things 
be looked at, but, I ask that these things be included in the study.  
 
Vice-Chairman Fors: How do the parents get involved in this?  
 
Christine Hogan: Our agency works with parents that come to P & A for help with behavior 
health problems with their children. We are working with parents all the time as well as the 
students. I think this is a problem of lack of behavioral health services in our state. Our 
behavior health system is in crises, wrap around behavioral services can produce amazing 
outcomes for children. These violent behaviors you have heard about this morning can be 
prevented. The school staff needs training on behavioral health services and the IEP plans 
often can contain behavioral health interventions.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you. Other agency testimony. Testimony in opposition. Seeing 
none we will close the hearing on SCR 4004.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution directing the Legislative Management to consider studying the impact 

of violent, disruptive, and inappropriate behavior within the educational environment 

perpetrated by students against other students, teachers, and other school personnel, and 

the need to implement a uniform reporting system. 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Senator Davison: Moved a DO PASS 
 
Senator Rust: Seconded. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Just to let you know how studies work. At the end of the year, a group 
of 17 legislators, called Legislative Management, picks the studies and decide which 
committees they go to.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 7 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
Senator Davison will carry the bill.  
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