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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution declaring the fourth Saturday in July as “National Day of the Cowboy”. 
 
 

Minutes:                                                 1 Attachment 

 
 

Chairman Luick opened the hearing on SCR 4003. All members were present. 
      
Senator Dale Patten, District 39, testifies in favor 
 
Senator Patten: This would designate fourth Saturday in July as a national day of the cowboy, 
a country-wide effort. I have not heard any opposition to this and would encourage a do pass. 
 
Chairman Luick: Does it also include cowgirls? 
Senator Patten: Absolutely. It is more of a historical term rather than gender. 
 
Senator Klein: Why is it the 4th Saturday in July? 
Senator Patten: I do not have that information. 
 
(3:15) Mary Graner, Mandan farmer and rancher 
 
Graner: I'm testifying to clarify the date. It’s always been observed on that day; it’s just never 
been officially, nationally in writing. 
 
Senator O. Larsen: Also in July is nude recreation week, creative ice cream flowers day, 
compliment your mirror day, sidewalk egg frying day and international kissing day, etc.  
 
 
(5:30) Chairman Luick adjourned the hearing on SCR 4003. 
 
 
See Attachment #1 for testimony support of SCR 4003. 



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Agriculture Committee 
Roosevelt Park Room, State Capitol 

SCR 4003 
1/24/2019 

30974 (5:55-22:09) 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Dan Johnston II/ Meghan Pegel 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
A concurrent resolution declaring the fourth Saturday in July as "National Day of the 
Cowboy". 
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(5:55) Chairman Luick opens discussion on SCR 4003. 
 
Bethany Braley, Executive Director of the National Day of the Cowboy Organization, 
testifies in favor (see attachment #1) 
 
Braley: I want to give a little history behind the National Day of the Cowboy. We have been 
working since 2005 to establish the 4th Saturday in July as a day to celebrate our cowboy 
culture and our pioneer heritage. In that time, we’ve gotten 12 states who have passed it into 
law so far: Wyoming, California, New Mexico, Arizona, Oklahoma, Oregon, Mississippi, 
Kansas, Virginia, Texas, Idaho and Indiana; all have passed it in perpetuity. Our goal is to 
get it in all 50 States, so we are hoping that this year we get North Dakota, Missouri and 
Tennessee.  

The SCR describes some of the cultural, social and historical significance of our 
cowboy and pioneer heritage. While it does not address the economic impact, the cowboy 
culture has a huge economic impact with the cowboy boot industry, the cowboy hat industry, 
horse trailers, stock contractors, pro rodeo, working ranch rodeo, team roping, Western life 
style publications, livestock stores, western clothing industry, western literature, cowboy 
poetry, western movies, etc. If we could add all of that up, we would know that the cowboy 
culture and the preservation of our pioneer heritage contributes a huge amount to the whole 
economy of America, not just the western states as some people think.  

The National Day of the Cowboy is even celebrated around the world including Italy, 
Canada and Great Britain; the cowboy culture is a point of community for the whole world. It 
builds local communities too. There are over 100 events that take place every year now from 
coast to coast. There are many museums throughout the nation. Some let visitors ride a 
quarter horse, so for people who’ve never ridden a horse before, this is a really big deal. 
There is also a National Day of the Cowboy flag. It flies in 36 states, and we have the National 
Day of the Cowboy flag that flew to the International Space Station aboard the Discovery 
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space shuttle. It flew five million seven hundred thousand miles, and even the Washington 
Post wrote about it.  

On my way out here last night, I looked up some of the cowboy things in North Dakota, 
and I see that the headline on your tourism guide is “Experience Your Inner Cowboy in North 
Dakota”. Clearly, cowboy culture and heritage are economic factors in North Dakota including 
places such as: North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, Medora Musical, The Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park, The Trail of Louie Lamour, The North Dakota Stockmen’s 
Association, The Frontier Village, The World’s Largest Buffalo Monument, The North Dakota 
Heritage Center, The Trading Post. I also see that you have numerous rodeos, powwows, 
historic sites and a huge ranching industry. So I am here to support this bill because I feel 
like it is important to America; it builds communities and it helps us pass on that heritage 
using education at many of the events. I hope that the North Dakota Legislature will pass this 
bill. 
 
(13:30) Vice Chair Myrdal: Thank you for coming so far. I would like to concur that the 
cowboy culture does have notable economic impact in North Dakota. Speaking from 
experience, horse trailers generate a lot of revenue. It has been a huge subculture for my 
daughter to grow up in with the quarter horse industry. I commend you for pushing this. 
 
Senator O. Larsen: What state is not happy with the National Day of the Cowboy folks? 
 
Braley: In all my travels, I have only encountered two objections to the bill. One was from a 
Native American in Arizona who thought there should be a National Day of Native American 
before the Cowboy, which there is a National Day of Native Americans- it’s the day after 
Thanksgiving. She just didn’t know that. The only other objection was someone who objected 
on the grounds that the National Day of the Cowboy is about rodeos, and he wanted to 
change it to the National Day of Ranching Heritage. He turned out to be a person who makes 
stuff up and goes to legislatures for that reason. 
 
(17:15) Rick Thompson, Executive Director of the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame 
 
Thompson: It is very easy for me to lend my support to this bill because that is what we do 
on a daily basis; we make sure that western heritage is not lost. I think that the purpose of 
this is to make sure that this history and legacy remains with us. We exist in large part at the 
ND Cowboy Hall of Fame to teach current and future generations about the role played by 
the cowboys in the formation of the state’s cattle industry as well as rodeos. Tough terrain 
and the brutal winters paired with the passion and dedication of the North Dakota cowboy 
have made us a state to be reckoned with in producing top notch livestock as well as very 
competitive rodeo cowboys. Despite the small population of this state, it’s known for 
producing an impressive number of both cowboy and cowgirl champions that help keep ND 
on the map. North Dakota is one of a declining number of states that continue to have a 
strong cowboy culture. This should be proudly celebrated by the leaders and citizens of this 
state and in addition lifted up by organizations such as the ND Cowboy Hall of Fame. We 
support the passage of this bill. 
 
Senator O. Larsen: When did your organization start, and are you connected with the 
Cowboy Poets group in Medora? 
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Thompson: We began in 1995 and built a facility in Medora in 2005. The Cowboy Poets are 
under our umbrella as far as their promotion, but they are a separate entity. The cowboy 
poetry in Medora is always over Memorial weekend. 
 
Vice Chair Myrdal: Moves a Do Pass. 
Senator Klein: Seconds. 
 
A Roll Call was taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent. Motion carries. 
 
Vice Chair Myrdal will carry the SCR. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
A resolution declaring the fourth Saturday in July as "National Day of the Cowboy" 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments # 1 & 2 

 
Senator Patten, Co-Sponsor:  Introduced the bill. 
 
Rick Thomson, Executive Director of North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame: 
(Attachment #1) 
 
The “National Day of the Cowboy” is based in Oklahoma.  It began in the state of Wyoming.  
The cowboy legacy and the history is what the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame is all 
about.  We teach current and future generations about the role of cowboys in the cattle 
industry and rodeo legacy. When you look back at our rodeo cowboys and girls there are a 
lot of champions.  (Listed noted rodeo champions) 
 
North Dakota is one a declining number of states with a strong cowboy culture.  There are 
only 13 states that recognize the National Day of the Cowboy.  I would love to include the 
state of North Dakota to make it 14 states. 
 
Julie Ellingson, North Dakota Stockmens’ Association:  (Attachment #2) 
Supports the resolution. 
 
Opposition:  None 
 
Chairman Dennis Johnson:  Closed the hearing 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
A resolution declaring the fourth Saturday in July as "National Day of the Cowboy" 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Representative Schreiber-Beck:  Moved Do Pass 
 
Representative Fisher:   Seconded the motion 

 
A Roll Call vote was taken:  Yes  _14_, No __0__, Absent ___0__. 
 
Do Pass carries and place on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Representative Schreiber Beck will carry the bill. 
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