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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution directing the Legislative Management to consider studying diabetes, 
including the forms and costs of treatment, avenues of payment, and impact of the federal 
Affordable Care Act. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments #1-6 

 
Madam Chair Lee: Opens the hearing on SCR 4002 
 
Senator Tim Mathern, District 11. Introduces SCR 4002 and gives a brief description. 
Please see Attachment #1 for testimony.  
 
(02:39) Senator Hogan: do you know if we have ever studied this before? 
 
Senator Mathern: I’m not aware of any study with this disease through the legislator. I would 
suggest the department of health to do an interim study to educate the legislators on what is 
going on.  
 
Senator Clemens: Was there some specific things that they were concerned about? 
 
Senator Mathern: I would say the main concern was the dramatic increase on diabetic care 
and the concern on the part of families that some children have this level of care and others 
have a higher level of care and are all in the same school and have different technologies for 
treatment, some cheap, some expensive. The children have raised issue to why this child 
gets lower level care and another child gets higher level care. Is covering pre-existing 
conditions going to continue or not? 
 
Madam Chair Lee: What could you see the state being able to do as far as the cost of insulin 
and what treatments are involved. What would see the goal for us at the end of this study.  
 
Senator Marthern: One goal would be how to assure coverage for pre-existing conditions. I 
think the other possibility is we do sometimes through DHS have different coverage and 
further assistance for certain types of diseases. What are the costs for this and should there 
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be more assistance with this disease? There are studies in the resolution themselves but 
they are not substantiated by any testimony.  
 
(09:07-17:12) Lisa Rask and her son Griffin Rask, Bismarck citizen. Testifying in support 
of SCR 4002. Please see Attachment #2 for testimony.  
 
Senator K. Roers: Can I ask griffin a question. Can you tell us about what your day is like 
being a diabetic?  
 
Griffin Rask: In elementary school I had people reminding all the time and now there is no 
one reminding me.  
 
Lisa Rask: I now have him keep his phone on him so that I can remind him to take the dose.  
 
Senator Anderson: Not everyone wears a pump and not everyone is familiar with the device. 
How long have you been on the pump?  
 
Griffin Rask: 4.5 years.  
 
Senator Anderson: You were diagnosed at age 4 
 
Griffin Rask: at age 4 
 
Senator Anderson: And you perceive the goal of the study is what? 
 
Lisa Rask: For lawmakers the understand the emotional, monetary costs of this disease. 
How much time parents of children who have this disease have to be away from work? We 
have to ensure that these protections are there.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: CHIP is a safety net. There would never have been a danger that any 
child was not having the ability to have coverage for a broad range of conditions. I don’t want 
you to think we disregarded you.  
 
Senator Clemens: My oldest daughter is type 1 and has had a pump for many years and 
she gets along fine with it. I guess I’m a little unclear if the study was done, then would you 
look for better care in the schools. What do you want from this study? 
 
Lisa Rask: If it were up to me certainly, I think we need to get more nursing time in the 
schools. They are incredible people who are absurdly overworked. There just isn’t enough 
time, they don’t have enough time. When Griffin was diagnosed, I told him that I just found 
out that my school doesn’t have nurses. It is remarkable how alone they are with some of 
these critical situations.  
 
Senator Clemens: I visited the schools this fall and it is very tough to have enough nurses 
to go around so I think it is going to be difficult to get more coverage from the nurses than we 
have now. To have a full time nurse at a school to give needed attention would be a difficult 
thing to accomplish.  
 



Senate Human Services Committee  
SCR 4002 
2/6/2019 
Page 3  
   

Madam Chair Lee: That would be a local school board budget decision as well. It is a 
challenge for them, in West Fargo we have 15 elementary school and the workforce we don’t 
have. The problem is not having enough staff to go around and money. I’m glad the schools 
have worked with you as much as they have but logistically there aren’t enough professionals 
to go around.  
 
Senator Hogan: Griffin you are lucky to have a mommy lion.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: I think so. 
 
(27:10-32:24) Petrea Klein, Bismarck citizen. Testifying in support for SCR 4002. Please 
see Attachment #3 for testimony. 
 
Senator K. Roers: My struggle with this is, increasing the legislator’s knowledge is one thing 
but it doesn’t move the needle. I’m trying to figure out what tangible thing we can do that will 
actually change the outcome rather than another study to put on the shelf. 
 
Petrea Klein: What frustrates me is the cost of health insurance in general and these specific 
medications. Insulin was invented almost 100 years ago, the inventor sold it for 3 dollars to 
the University of Toronto so that everyone could have affordable medication and look what 
has happened. I haven’t studied why it is so expensive. I want to understand those things 
and I think the state should care too because the more we can give affordable access to 
these technologies the better results we will have. I don’t know the solution to this problem 
and that is why we are here. How do we understand where these pricings come from? 
 
Senator K. Roers: I think the challenge is we know that these are at the federal level. I’m 
trying to figure out what we as a state can do at the federal level. Are we better off focusing 
your incredible stories to the federal government. While this is a noble goal I don’t want to 
spend 2 years on something and not be further than where we were. 
 
Senator O. Larsen: Do you know the price of what the insulin is in Mexico or Canada? 
 
Petrea Klein: I do not know.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: I have a problem with the pedigree on some of that stuff, that probably 
started in China, then went to turkey, then maybe to France, and who knows what’s in it at 
that point and I don’t want children and adults getting that stuff either.  
 
Petrea Klein: We do have excellent coverage through the state but what happens when you 
turn 26 and you aren’t covered as a child anymore. 
 
Senator Anderson: As drugs advance it takes a lot of money, we used to get the old insulin 
from pig pancreases. There is a lot of difference now in the drugs and everyone wants the 
newest and expensive one obviously and that pushes the cost up because we all gravitate 
to the newest and most expensive one. We can go through a lot of differences in Insulin, the 
original one you had to take shots three or four times a day, and of course the needles are a 
lot sharper, smaller, and have a lot of changes which all cost money. That contributes 
significantly to the costs that we have today as compared to what that was before.  
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Madam Chair Lee: There are so many considering factors that contribute to the price hike 
of insulin but we don’t have control over that. I understand why you want us to know as much 
as you do about this, we are sensitive to that and help where we can. We have to figure out 
where that is.  
 
Petrea Klein: I would also like to pass out additional testimony from Gina Stanford 
(Attachment #4), Danelle R. Johnson (Attachment #5), and Angela Kritzberger 
(Attachment #6).  
 
Madam Chair Lee ends the discussion on SCR 4002 
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