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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 43-45-05.1 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
relating to qualification for addiction counseling licensure for an applicant licensed in another 
jurisdiction. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments: 1 

 
Madam Chair Lee: Opens the hearing on SB 2339.  
 
Senator Anderson: Introduced the bill and gave a brief explanation of the bill. See 
Attachment #1 for testimony submitted for Kurt Snyder, North Dakota Board of Addiction 
Counseling Examiners.  They were looking at a way for their board to give a license to 
someone who had worked in another state that had similar credentials to what they required 
but did not need a letter of the specifics of what they wanted to do. We checked with the 
Attorney General and the language they currently have in law now did not give them the 
ability to do that. We used some similar language in the social workers bill last session. Even 
though that bill did not work too well for other reasons, the language worked for licensing and 
it allowed them to license about 15 individuals that otherwise would not have met the criteria. 
This is another example of how we have worked over the past 3 sessions to get more worker 
availability in the state. 
 
Madam Chair Lee: Asked for any questions. Reminded the committee of the issues with 
licensing addiction counselors addressed in the last session and commended the board on 
changing their rules and adapting to allow for expanding licensing. There was no further 
testimony. (Asked someone from legislative council that was present in the room if the phrase 
“substantially equivalent” needed to be used, and it was stated that they would check on that 
and get back to the committee.) 
 
Senator Anderson: I did ask attorney Schaible that same question and his opinion was that 
the reason that we needed Subsection B was because of using “substantially equivalent” it 
meant that they had to evaluate the licensing requirement in the other jurisdiction to see that 
they actually were such. The phrase “substantially similar” gives them more flexibility that 
they needed.  
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Senator Anderson: Moved a Do Pass. 
 
Senator Larsen: Seconded.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: Asked committee for discussion on the motion. 
 
Senator Larsen: We have been making some movement with the licensure and trying to get 
more people on board, and I know that we had expanded some of the scholarship 
applications to include these folks too. I wanted to know where that is going and how many 
people are using that? I don’t want to hold that up on this bill. I would like to know that 
information. 
 
Madam Chair Lee: Did we do scholarships or loan repayment? (It was confirmed by 
someone present in the room that it was loan repayment.) 
 
Senator Anderson: I carried a bill on the use of the scholarship loan repayment funds. Right 
now we do have more applicants for those programs than we have had in the past. Last time 
we expanded that to include addiction counselors and other mental health boards. We sent 
the bill out of here too early to include the behavioral health analysts, but I think the House 
may amend that. Not everyone who applies gets it but the health council rates them based 
on the criteria that the legislature has set. I would say the loan repayment program is working 
very well. The only difference is that the nurses have their own repayment program that is 
managed by the board of nursing and they can apply to the board of nurses to get the 
repayment. Mental health nurses can apply to the health counsel for some of that money.  
 
Senator Roers:  I sit on the health council and in the last round there were a decent number 
of license addiction counselors that did receive loan repayment. I am not sure on the exact 
numbers. We do have some specific information from the health counsel on that and we can 
get that for the committee.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: That would be good to see but I am not hearing that we want to delay 
action on this bill because of that.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.  
 
Motion Carried.  
 
Senator Larsen will carry the bill.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the qualification for addiction counseling licensure for an applicant licensed in 
another jurisdiction. 
 

Minutes:                                                 1 

 
Senator Howard C. Anderson, :  Introduced bill, see attachment 1 
The bill follows the efforts of streamlining licensing for mental health professionals.  This 
same thing was done to the Social Work Examiner’s licensing last session and it’s proved 
successful.  It allows for flexibility of licensure for people coming from another state. 
 
 
Opposition?  None 
 
Chairman Weisz: Closed hearing 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the qualification for addiction counseling licensure for an applicant licensed in 
another jurisdiction.  
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Weisz: Opened the meeting on SB 2339 
 
Rep. Rohr: Made a motion for a Do Pass on SB 2339 
 
Rep. M Ruby: Seconded 
 
Chairman Weisz: Any discussion? Seeing none. Clerk will call the roll for a Do Pass on SB2339 
 
A roll call vote was taken: Yes    12    No    0     Absent     2 
 
Do Pass carries on SB2339 
 
Rep. Kiefert will carry SB2339 
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