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(1:04:00)Tom Raferty, member services and communications manager, Verendrye 
Electric Coop: testified in opposition to the bill. See attachment #7 for testimony in 
opposition to the bill.  
 
(1:09:23)Senator Piepkorn: When dealing with federal contracts like the Minot Air force 
base, do they have certain requirements, do they require a certain amount of what you’re 
providing to come from renewables or any other standards?  
 
Tom: They do have an allocation from the WAPA, Western Area Power Administration, so 
they get an allocation from the government for hydropower, which is the cheapest power 
basically on the market.  
 
Carlee McLeod, President, Utility Shareholders of North Dakota: See attachment #8 for 
testimony in opposition to the bill.  
 
(1:13:00)Brian Kroshus, Commissioner, Public Service Commission: see attachment 
#9 for neutral testimony.  
 
(1:18:00)Chairman Klein: What I’m hearing is that in order for this to move forward, the 
language would need to be more specific? 
 
Brian: Correct.  
 
Bruce Bale, Mandan Resident: See attachment #10 for testimony in support of the bill.  
 
1:33:44Chairman Klein: closed the hearing on SB 2322.  
 
See attachment #11 for additional testimony submitted to the committee.  
 
 



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Roosevelt Park Room, State Capitol 

SB 2322 
2/6/2019 

Job #32281 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Amy Crane 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to net metering of electricity. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1  

Chairman Klein: Opened the committee work session on SB 2322.  
 
Chairman Klein: Trying to bring it all back together. We’d be better off if we produced more 
solar power, Senator Piepkorn presented a marked up version of the bill.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: went over changes to the bill made by the proposed amendments see 
attachment #1.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: Moved to approve the amendment.  
 
Senator Kreun: Seconded  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.   
 
Motion Carried.  
 
Chairman Klein: We heard from the industry who had concerns. Do these amendments 
address, how do they address those concerns provided by the rural electric coops and some 
of the other investor owned utilities.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: I don’t know that they do. I think the industry still has the same concerns 
and there was the possibility, I know Senator Kreun might have thoughts on this as to 
replacing this bill, hog housing so to speak, with an interim study. Because I think we agreed 
that up to a point it was a good discussion for a lot of us, learning about the global warming 
stuff aside or included, learning about net metering and how it works and we had good 
credible testimony and one guy has an outfit going up in Grand Forks. To perhaps learn more 
about it in the interim and see what there is to it and if there is something the companies and 
the proponents of it could find acceptable because I think this is something that is coming 
along and more people are going to be interested in it and doing it.  
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Chairman Klein: We had a bill similar to this three sessions ago, a gentleman in Steele had 
a wind turbine and he was interested in putting the energy back into the grid but it does raise 
a lot of concerns and issues. And once again they are providing everyone, irrespective 
whether they have enough resources to do this to their homes because I sense the 
repressiveness of what this could do. But maybe a study is worth a discussion.  
 
Senator Kreun: Just a comment on a short conversation, it appeared to me that we really 
don’t have a guidance of how this should take place throughout the state if necessary. That 
was one of the issues, is it necessary first off. But Nodak which did the most in-depth 
research, analyzed all of the components that it takes to put into a net metering project and 
they did that just a few years ago. And my suggestion would be if in fact we think we need to 
have a study to gather more information, theirs would be the framework to look at on how to 
go about setting a guideline for net metering. There is no real guideline because each 
company is gonna be different, the costs are different, the infrastructure is different, the 
number of people that they have that would potentially be able to do that is different. They 
took all that into consideration if in fact we need to come up with some guidelines or whatever. 
But it’s not imperative.   
 
Chairman Klein: What I heard is each individual especially as it related to the rural electric 
coops, they have a plan and a board. They’re the ones that call the shots they’re the ones 
that can share amongst themselves, that helps provide that information amongst them.   
 
Senator Burckhard: My notes would suggest that this bill is an intrusion to local governance, 
that the proposal isn’t fair and that the bill is unnecessary.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: So perhaps then a study would not be necessary?  
 
Chairman Klein: I don’t want to press any one for a vote but if you want to wait we could.  
 
Senator Burckhard: Moved Do Not Pass As Amended.   
 
Senator Roers: Seconded.  
 
Chairman Klein:  Any discussion.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: I would’ve thought that perhaps a study to get a more in depth look at it. 
I see there are some details in there that the RECs would have a concern about but I think 
it’s something that we could all use more information and education on and that it will be a 
growing issue as we move into the future.  
 
Chairman Klein: You make a good point but I still believe that Dr. Perkins is sitting in a great 
spot cause he’s getting a better deal than what we’re proposing in the legislation. And he has 
worked with his local provider and I think that’s the message we got and the one that’s out 
there. Work with your local provider and I’ll bet you can work some things out that are 
reasonable.   
 
Senator Piepkorn: The RECs made some good points that to set up this system you have 
to be fairly well off anyways, so that’s an issue and fees for what are you gonna be credited 
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for at the end of the month. And infrastructure and who’s really responsible for that and one 
of the proponents mentioned I created it in the day and I can use it at night, well there’s some 
discrepancy on that and what kind of storage system you have. So I mean they made some 
good and valid arguments.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 5 yeas, 1 nays, 0 absent.   
 
Motion Carried.  
 
Senator Burckhard will carry the bill.    
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