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Chairman Davison: Let’s open SB2314. 
 
Sen. Judy Lee, Dist. 13, W. Fargo: I am here to introduce this bill. They are an important 
resource to N.D. There is a great disparity between counties in the number of people served. 
As we look at the definitions. I visited with a long term legislator who was in the military a 
long time. He made some suggestions. That is why the additions on page 1, line 13. The 
reason that county veterans is crossed out and veterans service officer is there, is not to 
eliminate the good people working in the counties, but to allow the network of people who 
are providing how best to provide these services. To have some flexibility and latitude, to 
best provide the services and that means everywhere. Maybe a couple of counties can 
collaborate. By deleting the political subdivisions name will enable those people involved in 
these decisions, which included veterans. It talks about all service officers and employees of 
a veteran’s service office must be accredited by the National Association of County Veterans 
Service Offices; or the department of Veteran Affairs within 6 months of appointment or 
employment. There has been recommendation that should be made 12 months. How long 
do you want someone to be working without accreditation, you need to decide. Some training 
can be done on line. In section 3, we clarified that a veteran is (a) it is defined in a certain 
subsection, (b) is an honorable discharged from national guard or reserve unit located within 
N.D. and has completed a minimum of 20 years of service or served in a combat zone. The 
service in a combat zone was an addition recommended by our legislative collogues. It does 
not negate the regular army people, but we just thought they should be defined. That is the 
thrust of this bill. 
 
Chairman Davison: On page 2, line 7, you changed ‘actively cooperate’ to ‘shall cooperate’.  
 
Sen. Lee: That was recommended by L.C. It was semantics. (6.04) 
 
Chairman Davison: Thank you. 
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 Sen. Richard Marcellais, Dist.9, Rollette County: I am here in support of SB2314. I have 
a different reason for taking ‘county’ out of the bill itself. We have Tribal service officers, so I 
believe that may be a reason for taking ‘county’ out.  They did miss line 2, county is still in 
there. That should be removed. Do an amendment and leave as veteran’s service officers? 
I am the tribal veterans service officer for the Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa tribe. I have 
attended the training that is mentioned in the bill itself within a 6-month period. (8.15) It is 
very extensive and a good training. We have meetings every 6 months to keep us up to date. 
We meet in Fargo in October and we meet in Bismarck in March. Any questions? 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: Do you have an opinion about Sen. Lee’s comment about the 6 months’ 
vs the 12 month? (8.47) 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: Either one works, I think. 6 months is not too fast. 
 
Lonnie Wangen, Commissioner of Veterans Affairs, N.D.: I am in support. I can clarify 
some issues on this bill. On page 1, line 13, it says in the definition is 37.01.40. That is 
referenced in various section of the law. If you don’t serve the 180 days and meet the 
definition of veteran, you won’t qualify for the grant to loan program. (10.36) Some veterans 
went off to basic training or guard and are injured are being serviced with the VA, but not a 
veteran. A vet may get surgery on an injured body part during their service, but not complete 
the service. The VA will not replace the teeth they pulled out because they are not eligible. 
These people met fiscal asset levels which are pretty low. We have worked with that for 
several years and just want to add that in just for that section. (11.48) The county officers got 
together and decided to take ‘county’ out to include tribal. My concern is that we have no say 
in tribal matters. They have their own independent nation. Are we causing confusion with 
American Legion and VFW, and DAV? Am concerned with that wording. With the employee 
part, the association wanted you to add their assistant county service officers. On the 6-
month requirement, if a county loses a service office officer, the timing may not coincide with 
the national training. The counties need to get the training in their budget and be able to get 
to the training. As far as Dept. of Veterans Affairs goes, as soon as someone is hired in a 
county, we arrange to have a week long training with our department usually within the first 
few weeks of employment. The section with veteran’s preference, these are good changes. 
If you are in N.D. national guard but live in Moorhead, MN, you cannot use the veteran’s 
preference. We have been at war since 1990. (15.40) The national guard part is new. That 
is just to show if you served 20 years in the guard, let them have employment preference. 
The combat zone is not necessary because you are considered a vet if you served in a 
combat zone anyway. (16.24) Any questions? 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: Do you see a solution in the tribal wording would effect that piece of it. 
 
Lannie: We cannot mandate that for them to go to training and be accredited. The intention 
was not to exclude the tribal service officers. We just do not have the authority to do that.  
 
Chairman Davison: More in favor? 
 
Jim Nelson, Legislative Dir. for N.D. Veterans Council: We support the whole heartedly. 
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Jerry Samuelson, McKenzie County Veterans Service Officer: I am retired navy. Lannie 
has brought in many organizations. This bill gives service officers another option. 
Accreditation is very important. I am a full time service officer. My county has had an increase 
of 40% in veterans in two years. I don’t think I have ever missed a training in 21 years. Any 
questions? 
 
Chairman Davison: Thank you and appreciate your work. Any agency testimony? Any 
opposed? Close the hearing. (21.03) 
 
Att. #1 – Henry Gerving, Mary Vetter – e-mailed after hearing 
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Chairman Davison: Guess we do not have anything on this right now. 
 
Chairman Davison went on to appoint a subcommittee to discuss SB2126, SB2127, and 
SB2306. Sen. Erin Oban, Vice Chair Meyer, and himself will be on the subcommittee. (1.45) 
 
Chairman Davison: We need the information by Thursday morning. 
 
Done (4.40) 
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Chairman Davison: Look at SB2314. 
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: (see att#1 and #2) This bill is in reference to bringing in the national guard 
reserve and treating them with veterans’ preference and veterans’ benefits.  Explained the 
amendment. They wanted to still get preference even if they were discharged early and got 
hurt. (1.46) They could apply for vets’ preference in the private sector. Under section 3 is 
where we concentrate our efforts. We are removing N.D. resident and stating that an 
individual who is a veteran by definition, it allows for N.D. guards member to get benefits if 
they live in S.D. or M.N. 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: At the bottom of page 1, I understand the removing ‘and employees of’, 
but I had written and assistant VSO. With the wording ‘all veteran officers’. Would it only be 
‘the’ and not the assistants? 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: Correct.  
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: We talked about including assistant VSO. Would that be better? 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: I do not have that luxury. I am it. There are some larger areas that 
have assistants. It is only the veterans service officer that needs to be certified. 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: To be able to complete the actual paperwork, do you need to be 
certified? 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: No.  
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: Sen. Lee shared with me that she chose 6 months, not to be difficult, 
but she felt if you are getting paid to do the work, you should be trained.  
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Sen. Jay Elkin: I have been asked by the Association of County Veterans to move it back to 
12 months. Many times counties hire these employees, and there may be a probation for 3-
4 months. They did not feel that was enough time with the 6 months. At one time in Code, it 
was open ended. (6.11) 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: 6 months is the probation period for the hiring of the vets service 
officers. A year is sufficient to get the training. (6.32) 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: Having the word ‘county’ in there, does that effect Tribal? 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: As the commissioner testified, he has no jurisdiction over the tribal 
veterans’ officer. We would not fit under this bill. He just assists tribal with claims and benefits, 
etc. (7.13) 
 
Chairman Davison: I think the 12 month is proper number. She can have another crack 
when it goes to the House.  
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: I move to adopt amendment 19.1120.02002.  
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: I second. 
 
Chairman Davison: Any more discussion? Take roll: YES  --  7    NO  --  0     -0-absent 
Amendment passes. 
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: I move a DO PASS as AMENDED.    Sen. Richard Marcellais: I second.  
 
Chairman Davison: Take the roll:   YES  --  7      NO  --  0      -0-absent 
The DO PASS as AMENDED – passed.        Sen. Jay Elkin will carry the bill. 
 
Done (10.15) 
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