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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the drug testing of school board members. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Marcellais; Att. #2-DeKok; Att. #3-Feldner 

 
Chairman Schaible: The hearing into SB 2310 is open.  
 
(0:35) Senator Marcellais: Attachment #1. Senator Marcellais introduced the bill. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Does the school pay for the tests? 
 
Senator Marcellais: They can. 
 
Chairman Schaible: What happens if the test shows the use of drugs? 
 

Senator Marcellais: In the programs I have been involved with, there is a treatment program. 
The individual can go to treatment for 30 days and become drug free or they can resign. 
 
Chairman Schaible: If they don’t do either one of these? 
 
Senator Marcellais: Then they are terminated.  
 
Chairman Schaible: It doesn’t say that in the bill, so… 
 
Senator Marcellais: No, it doesn’t, so we can amend to say that.   
 
Chairman Schaible: Who would pay for the drug treatment? 
 
Senator Marcellais: The individual pays for it.  
 
Senator Rust: Currently we test only individuals in safety sensitive postions. Do we really 
want to go here? The question that a school board member would say, “I think it is a really 
good idea. I think we should do the same for legislators.” 
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Senator Marcellais: That’s fine. 
 
Senator Rust: Do we really want to go beyond safety sensitive positions? Isn’t that quite an 
intrusion into people’s lives?  
 
Senator Marcellais: I have worked in a lot of installations where there is drug testing and 
they are government installations. There are signs outside these government installations 
that say, “We are drug free.” Why not drug test them to make sure we are drug free? 
 
Senator Oban: I had a similar question and I want to include the caveat I have a lot of 
sympathy with what is happening in the school in your district. They are elected as are we, 
city commissioners, county commissioners. If we are going to require this of elected officials, 
shouldn’t we require it of all elected officials? 
 
Senator Marcellais: I agree with you. Let’s all get drug tested.  
 
Chairman Schaible: If these are elected officials, in theory, you would have to test them 
before the election so that the people would have the results of the test so that if they were 
shown to have a use of drugs; following that line of thought, we’d have to test them before 
they got voted in and then what happens if they still got voted in? 
 
Senator Marcellais: There would be random drug testing after they get voted in at least 
once a year. 
 
Chairman Schaible: The idea is that we don’t want board members that are using drugs. I 
think it would make more sense to drug test them and let the people decide.  
 
Senator Marcellais: I agree with you that they should be drug tested before they get on the 
ballot.  
 
Chairman Schaible: And if they are tested and have drug presence and still elected. What 
then? 
 
Senator Marcellais: Well, they wouldn’t get on the ballot if they failed the test. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you. Other testimony in favor of the bill. Agency. Opposed to the 
bill. 
 
(6:39) Amy DeKok, ND School Boards Association: See Attachment # 2.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Randomly testing of teachers and administrators would fall into the 
same category – and would not meet the muster of being in a special category? 
 
Amy DeKok: Yes, you are correct, the same standard applies.  
 
(12:55) Lisa Feldner, ND Council of School Leaders: See Attachment # 3. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Hearing closed.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the drug testing of school board members. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Discussion of the bill.  
 
Motion by Rust to Do Not Pass on SB 2310. 
 
Second by Davison.  
 
Yeas: 6; Nays: 1; Absent: 0. 
 
Motion Carried.  
 
Senator Rust will carry the bill. 
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