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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to fire alarms in schools, & reference data used in the fire prevention code for school 
buildings; relating to compensation of fire officials for reporting fires. 
 

Minutes:                                                  Att #1-Douglas Nelson 

 
Chairman Davison: Attendance was taken and all were present. We will open the hearing 
on SB2270.  
 
Vice Chair Meyer: I am here to introduce this on behalf of the Attorney General’s Office. It 
deals with the Fire Marshal.  
 
Douglas Nelson, North Dakota State Fire Marshal: I am here in support of this bill. (see 
att #1) He explained all the changes that were stated in his testimony. We need to match 
code with our present language that we enforce. (2.35-10.10) 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Your 4th paragraph, first page, I was curious about the national incident 
reporting system. Do all departments have access to this? Why are only 50-60% departments 
using this? Is it difficult to get 100% using it? (10.40) 
 
Doug: Yes, it will be a challenge. Maybe they don’t have enough to report. It is a hardship to 
come back from a fire and report. Sometime we don’t have a way to collect their data in some 
cases. We want to push them. We have teamed up with the Department of Forestry to provide 
free software to fire departments that is easier to report to. It is called Emergency Reporting. 
We have a contract to provide that for free. We have had a large uptick in reporting with that.  
 
Sen. Erin Oban: (12.22) Is it cost prohibitive. Do some just not want to do it? Some don’t like 
technology. 
 
Doug: That is part of the problem.  Both types of reporting are free.  
 
Chairman Davison: I was wondering about the $25. When was that put in, do you think? To 
report within 30 days. $25 seems very low to me.  
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Doug: I did not look at that amount so it was not in review of this bill. 
 
Chairman Davison: I agree with you. We need data to make decisions and if we can’t get it 
from the field, then who? (15.36) Should it be more than $25, maybe been there since 1941. 
I like the correction you brought forward. 
 
Doug: I agree. I would be in agreement and could look at that part. 
 
Chairman Davison: We will look at this next Thursday so you could get back to me and I will 
share the information. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: (16.5) When I think of rural fire department, I think he gets called and 
goes to a fire. He gets back and starts working where he left off. The last thing he probably 
want to do is sit down at a computer and report this stuff. Why do they have to report every 
fire? 
 
Doug: It is for our offices purpose and for the information that they did respond. Data is 
important. It also goes into a national data base. We still do provide paper copies to fill out. 
We will input what we get in paper copy form. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: That is what I was looking for. We have a tough time getting volunteers 
to begin with. 
 
Chairman Davison: How long does it take to fill out a report for a one-hour fire incident? 
 
Doug: (19.58) Generally, 30 to 60 minutes to fill out.  If you have a death, that takes longer 
because it would have more categories. 
 
Chairman Davison: Thanks. More in support? Agencies? Any against? Hearing closed.  
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