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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to teacher professional development conferences. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Heckaman; Att. #2-Archuleta; Att. #3-Copas 

 
Chairman Schaible: Committee we will look at SB 2228. 
 
Senator Heckaman: See Attachment # 1. Introduces the bill to committee. 
 
Nick Archuleta, President of ND United: See Attachment #2.  
 
Amiee Copas, Exec. Director of NDCEL: See Attachment #3. 
 
Alexis Baxley, ND School Boards Association: Spoke in support of SB 2228. 
 
(16:10) Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: I, too, stand in support of SB 2228. 
There a couple of things I would like to point out that I have concerns about the 
implementation of if the bill would remain as it is. 1) There is a directive that “a school district 
may not schedule instruction during any day the superintendent of public instruction declares 
is in conflict with professional development conferences held on the same day which are 
directed towards all teachers and all administrators.” The and could be a concern for us. 
Currently, NDCEL submits an application to have those two days of their conference held on 
the calendar for the following year. I approve that as Director Copas mentioned, 80% of their 
superintendents and principals attend on this day. At this point, I am not sure that their 
conference is directed toward all teachers and administrators. I don’t believe I could say that 
this would be a conference for them. The ND Educators Fall Conference has been held for 
three decades on the week prior to the NDCEL conference. On average, it costs about 
$150,000 to put on this conference. All revenue collected by the low cost registration fee 
goes to pay for the conference and any remaining revenue goes back to the General Fund. 
We can’t make a profit on the conference, which puts us in a bit of a predicament. It is a 
challenge for our teachers if they don’t have school that day – most have families of their 
own, probably elementary age students – so they have to make that decision – I’m not being 
paid, I’ll have to pay for daycare, I’ll have to travel to someplace and cover my own costs and 
not have family time. We do like the idea of exploring the opportunity of bringing these days 
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where all of our professionals will be able to have the same professional development 
opportunity. 2) The word in line 12 of the bill “organization” concerns me as well where it says 
“which are hosted by an educational organization” in the state. Currrently, the conference we 
are talking about is a Department of Public Instruction conference and we are not an 
educational organization. This would disallow the department’s conference from being 
eligible. I have deep, strong support for this bill, but I have some concerns.  
 
Chairman Schaible: So with your thoughts and concerns, how would you fix the bill? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: I would fix the concerns by saying, “All 
adminstrators which hosted by an educational by an organization or state educational 
agency.” The other to select the “and” was an appropriation to ensure that our district 
teachers would not be expected to take that day of unpaid work which would give me the 
guarantee I would have enough numbers to have the conference – or a mandate – which no 
one likes that if these conferences are held that a district would send at least as the example 
I gave X number of teachers.  
 
Senator Davison: As everybody knows here, I am involved in professional development and 
I have somebody else that is involved in it in my organization and we talk about this topic of 
how to figure it out. It is a very, very difficult topic to try to meet those things. Do you have 
some concepts through your conversations with NDCEL regarding this? You will have to 
decide based on the numbers of your conference if it is feasible to continue with the 
conference.   
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: As Dr. Copas mentioned, we have been 
talking about this for a long time. The Department is completely agreeable to switching our 
conference dates. What we had planned to do is to survey the administrative group asking if 
these conference days were moved, would you send your school teacher and how many. 
With the results of that survey, the department would be able to have some soft guarantee 
and commitment from our school districts that they would send the teachers. If that is the 
case, we would certainly make that attempt. We would have to put on the line about $150,000 
of state dollars and I am not sure where we would cut from our operational budget if we didn’t 
have those numbers. 
 
Senator Davison: Do we have a facility that can hold them both at the same time? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: Yes, the Bismarck Event Center would be 
able to manage it. Currently, the administrators conference is held at the RamKota; very 
close walking distance walking back and forth. Our boot camp is held together jointly, but 
there are two different registrations. And I think we would need to continue with two different 
registrations because we don’t have a line item where we are able to contribute to someone 
else’s conference. For auditing purposes, we need to have inputs match outputs. I don’t know 
if it would be as fluid – being able to go back and forth to attend all speakers at the 
conference. Those are details I am confident can be worked out. The challenge is 
coordinating the commitment. I am not as convinced as some of our administrators that 
districts would say yes, we’ll send our teachers. I have an advisory council – both big and 
small schools – from across the state and a couple of them were adamant that they would 
be able to send 10 to 15% of their teachers and have their district pay for it. Others have said 
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we have very limited PD dollars, we can get more bang for our buck by having attend regional 
trainings and or bringing PD in.  To be clear, there is professional development all the time. 
The Department of Public Instruction, REAs, NDCEL – we have multiple PD opportunities. 
Our entire June is packed with PD. From the time school is out at the end of May through 
June, our staff is out there with teachers and administrators attending. Regional conferences 
are the way to do it, but again there are costs involved in sending staff out to these regional 
conferences. We try to use technology to help hold down the costs as well. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Are we working to the end without a law? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: The desire is there, but fundamentally, the 
fact that the majority of our school superintendents that I have heard from have said it’s a 
great idea, but I can’t afford to – it is better return on my investment to have PD in our own 
communities or region.  
 
Senator Rust: I am thinking of another organization that might be involved in these 
discussions – ND High School Activities Association. There have been prohibitions from 
having events on those days as well. 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: You are correct, the law still states that no 
activites can be held on those days as well.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Other testimony. Hearing on SB 2228 is closed.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to teacher professional development conferences. 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments. 

 
Chairman Schaible: We are going to look at SB 2228. School calendar limitations. 
 
Senator Rust: Is this something that we need? 
 
Chairman Schaible: In my opinion, no, I think it could be something that could be done in 
house. It is the coordination between Department of Public Instruction, ND Council of 
Educational Leaders and the teachers to sit down and talk about it and determine a solution. 
Part of the problem is who is going to fund this. 
 
Senator Rust: I am of the opinion that it is a good idea. I think it should happen, I just 
don’t think we should have to have a law to make it happen. I move a Do Not Pass on 
SB 2228. 
 
Senator Davison: Second. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 7 Yeas; 0 Nays; 0 Absent. 
 
Motion Carries.  
 
Senator Elkin will carry the bill. 
 
 
 







2017 TESTIMONY 

SB 2228 














	Senate Education
	Testimony

