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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the confidentiality of social security numbers; and to data processing information 
confidentiality; and to provide a penalty. 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-5 

 
Senator Tim Mathern, District 11: see attachment #1 for testimony in support of the bill. 
See attachment #2 for proposed amendments.  
 
4:30Chairman Klein: Was this gentleman just a vulnerable individual, when would you be 
asked for your social security number? 
 
Senator Mathern: I think it may have begun with him not being able to discern when to give 
it out and when not to. When his parents got involved they said we don’t want this information 
out, can’t you provide the service without? Sometimes we might have an old system in a 
business. I know for example we had that issue with driver’s licenses and hunting licenses. I 
think it’s really in that regard that changes are going on.  
 
Chairman Klein: If you had attended the hearing on 2262, we were just discussing the 
skimmers on scanners, not many people are asking for social security cards for a variety of 
reasons. And I think people are being pretty protective of their information already. We’ll 
probably have testimony suggesting that people aren’t asking for social security numbers 
anymore for a variety of reason.  
 
Chairman Klein: Asked for testimony in opposition to the bill. Chairman mentions testimony 
handed out prior to the meeting. See attachments #3 and #4 for additional testimony in 
opposition to the bill  
 
(9:23)Cheryl Riley, AT&T: see attachment #5 for testimony in opposition of the bill.  
 
(12:55)Chairman Klein: I think you’ve covered all the major points.  
 
Matt Garner, Greater North Dakota chamber: testified in opposition to the bill. I just want 
to concur with what Cheryl said. I think what the bill sponsor is trying to do has merit, but it 
would limit our businesses’ ability to do business.  
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Lisa Carlson, Sanford Health plan: testified in opposition to the bill. I’m here with some 
background information on health insurance companies. HIPAA federal privacy act already 
covers much of the protection requirements for private health information which is all 
encompassing, and would be inclusive of the social security number. Additionally, this act, it 
would be difficult for carriers to continue to try to decide which requirements would require 
disclosure to the member versus what’s under federal law. There are lots of purposes that 
we use social security numbers today that assist with private health information fraud and 
abuse. For example, when carriers are trying to subrogate benefits between a motor vehicle 
insurance company and a health insurance company, that will entail confirm the identity of 
the individual from two different systems. Social security numbers and all private health 
information has to be by federal law transferred securely. But there is a provision in this bill 
that may require carriers to try to understand when it requires prior notification and 
authorization, written consent from the member. That would be an additional burden that 
would be placed on carriers and we are concerned it would drive up costs of again, 
unnecessary duplicates of privacy laws.  
 
(15:59)Chairman Klein: Closed the hearing on SB 2219.  
 
Chairman Klein: We have an amendment before us? I think it would probably be good for 
the sponsor that we place the amendment on it.  
 
Senator Kreun: Move a Do Pass on the amendment.  
 
Vice Chairman Vedaa: Seconded.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.   
 
Motion Carried.  
 
Vice Chairman Vedaa: Move a Do Not Pass on the bill as amended.  
 
Senator Roers: Seconded.  
 
Chairman Klein: I think that Senator Mathern’s intentions with this bill are noble. But it would 
be bad for business.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: Again, it seems like maybe I don’t have all the information. But it seems 
like the intentions are good but there are unintended consequences for persons whom are 
harmed by this or affected by this action. Might need more careful direction in the future.  
 
Chairman Klein: Yes, and with both you and Senator Kreun having said, what it looks to me 
is a vulnerable individual was taken advantage of, and by doing this doesn’t necessarily mean 
that we’ll make him whole or make it right as we hinder the rest of the state.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.  
 
Motion Carried.  
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Senator Piepkorn will carry the bill.  
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