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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to distance education; relating to authorization of enrollments to the center for 
distance education by a superintendent of a school. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Schaible; Att. #2-3-Peterson; Att. #4-Sick; Att. #5-
Copas; Att. #6-Burkle 

 
Vice-Chairman Fors: We will be hearing SB 2216. Senator Schaible. 
 
Senator Schaible, District 31: See Attachment #1.  
 
(7:12) Alan Peterson, Director of the ND Center for Distance Education: See 
Attachment #2, #3.   
 
(27:17) Senator Davison: Do you have any thoughts on how you see the rise in enrollments 
in CDE and the impact long term? How might it impact those CTE virtual centers and some 
of the ITV virtual centers? 
 
Alan Peterson: I haven’t thought that through in any detail, however I can say that so far 
working with Wayde Sick as we have in some of the tech centers, we have worked with 
southeast technical center in Wahpeton, and their enrollments through us were able to 
increase where they were able to help out both their schools that send students to the tech 
center, that we were actually providing them courses online that they could use chrome books 
in their buses as they were traveling back and forth to their schools. It was one of the things 
in the rural environment there are different ways to do that. In terms of the others, what we 
believe and have studied that there are areas in ND that aren’t getting any coverage any 
longer for especially career and tech. It is possible now with us there is no reason that ITV 
couldn’t be a part of that, it is just that we don’t use ITV. The reason we can’t is we really 
can’t afford to because you can’t flex the schedule in an ITV situations. We depend in 
asynchronous enrollment. We are certainly ok with running a full class of students, but if I tie 
up a teacher for an hour and a half, and then another hour and a half, I can’t possibly make 
it work because our full time teachers have to keep a minimum of 120 students. That is how 
we fund ourselves. Sometimes that is a rude awakening for a part time teacher that is a full 
time teacher teaching 30-40 students and teaching half time for us is teaching half time for 
us is 70 and it might be 5 to 10 preparations.  
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Chairman Schaible: Senator Oban. 
 
Senator Oban: Could you clarify for me – in your summary, you indicate CTE would be a 
direct report to the State Board. It seems to me that there would be two equal heads. Is CDE 
going under CTE?  
 
Alan Peterson: I think that one goes with the other. We are looking at because we have to 
be accredited, and we are accredited by both AdvancEd and NCAA military because of our 
digital online. Most and especially AdvancEd, though it doesn’t require specifically that a 
board be the entity that makes decisions along with the superintendent. When I say direct 
report to that board, I am not saying anything different than when we reported to the ETC, 
even though there was a director of ETC that would be my direct report. In the future, I would 
be assuming, I would be a direct report to Wayde Sick.  
 
Senator Oban: Could you help me understand about the effect statewide on the virtual CTE 
centers.  
 
Alan Peterson: My understanding is the virtualness of the tech center is that they use 
teachers that are within the school system. There isn’t a building or that. If your understanding 
is that they do things online, they may or may not. Their capability – being virtual – is that 
there is an administrator that is the technical making sure that the teachers that are teaching 
in that school for technology are certified, have the right endorsements and so forth. If you 
went to Wahpeton, which is a separate building, there are actual people showing up at that 
building and that is there job. In a virtual center, they are already in the school or they are 
part of a school. There are online courses that are technical courses and what we will be 
doing in the future with those is probably two things. We are looking at helping with the quality 
of those courses and also we have worked with the University system to get an endorsement 
for online teachers. There are now teachers that could be career and tech teachers that could 
go forward and get that endorsement so they know how to use the technology.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Seeing no other questions, thank you.  
 
(36:00) Mark Wagner, Asst. State Director for Career and Technical Education: See 
Attachment # 4.  Reading testimony for Wayde Sick. 
 
(39:10) Amiee Copas, Exec. Director of the ND Council of School Leaders: See 
Attachment #5.  
 
(41:40) Elroy Burkle: ND Small Organized Schools: See Attachment # 6.  
 
(42:50) Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: Supports the bill.  
 
(43:36) Lyle Kruger, Asst. Director of the Missouri Career and Technical Center: 
Supports the bill. I had not anticipated testifying, but there were questions that I might be able 
to answer. 
 
Senator Oban: How would this affect the virtual centers and what it might look like.  
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Lyle Kruger: We don’t know the answer to that at this time. Basically, as Mr. Wagner stated, 
the framework has not been ironed out at this point. The virtual centers are spread throughout 
the state, so for us, we are designated in the Bismarck/Mandan area. We do, however, serve 
students in Kenmare, Scranton, Medina so on and so forth. Our stretch does go beyond what 
we were originally issued by the state of ND when the CTE virtual center was established. 
We are actually going to be expanding our membership – our special funds that we take in 
as membership through the Missouri River Cooperative and the MidDakota Educational 
Cooperative which more than likely will be merging. That will give us to serve additional 
students in a different format as well.  
 
Senator Oban: Are there concerns that we should be aware of?  
 
Lyle Kruger: I think there are concerns as well. Dr. Peterson spoke with regard to the fact 
that the hands on component, we believe we are doing very well with that. I will also add we 
do believe our curriculum and content is very good and I can only speak with regard to my 
teaching staff, I do believe the teaching staff we do have is experienced in utilizing the 
different modalities within the process being taught. There are things we don’t know with 
regard to how the CDE is providing those services at this time. Dr. Peterson alluded to the 
meeting that we had in December. It was a good first step, but we are not exactly sure, so 
yes, there is some fear or the unknown. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Other testimony in favor of the bill. Agency testimony. 
Testimony in opposition to the bill.  
 
Senator Oban: Can we do a quick comparison of the ETC board, the CTE board and how 
those two boards compare and if there any missing perspectives that would be current to the 
CTE board that CDE feels is necessary to have that is currently in the ETC board.  
 
(48:02) Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: As superintendent, I serve as a 
member of the ETC board, the CTE board and the State Board of Public Education, which is 
also involved in this. The State Board of Public Education is a governor appointed board. The 
CTE board is a board is comprised of the same members of the State Board of Public 
Education in addition to the chancellor of the University System, Director of Job Service ND, 
and the State Superintendent who serves on both. The ETC board is a legislatively directed 
board that is also governor appointed and there are several entities that are stated in Century 
Code members that serve on that board – a Non-public schools administrator representative, 
a public school administrator, the state superintendent of public instruction, ETC director, 
licensed active teacher, government agency leaders, local administrators and local teachers, 
higher ed.  
 
Senator Oban: Do you see any changes to the makeup of the board at CTE to make sure it 
reflects the representation on CTE? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: There was not initially, but there has not 
been any recent conversation about making a different composition of the CTE board.  
 
Senator Oban: I assume that discussion should potentially happen so that we can include 
that if a change needs to be made.  
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Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: I think that the CTE board and all of us 
involved and making this become efficient and effective as possible is our primary goal that 
we would certainly be open to that and we could have that conversation if it was so desired.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Other questions. Thank you. Committee we don’t have any other 
testimony, so we will close the hearing on SB 2216.  
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