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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the removal of term limits for members of the North Dakota ethanol council. 
 

Minutes:                                                 2 attachments. 

 
Chairman Luick: Opened hearing on SB 2207. 
 
Senator Wanzek: Introduced SB 2207. Briefly explained the need to abolish the term limits 
for those on the North Dakota Ethanol Council, and the difficulty in finding quality 
replacements for those forced to leave due to the expiration of their term. See attachment #1 
for proposed amendment #19.0873.01001. 
 
Senator Larsen: On page 1 line 10, is there any reason why you did not want to amend the 
April date to be April 2nd instead of April 1st? 
 
Senator Wanzek: Maybe that is not such a bad idea. 
 
Deana Wiese: See attachment #2 for testimony on SB 2207. 
 
Chairman Luick: Closes hearing on SB 2207. 
 
Vice Chair Myrdal: Moved a Do Pass on amendment #19.0873.01001. 
 
Senator Osland: Seconded. 
 

A Roll Call was held: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent. 
Motion Carries. 

 
Vice Chair Myrdal: Moved a Do Pass on SB 2207 as amended. 
 
Senator Hogan: Seconded. 

A Roll Call was held: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent. 
Motion Carries 

Senator Osland will carry the Bill. 
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      Committee Clerk:    ReMae Kuehn 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the removal of term limits for members of the North Dakota ethanol 
council 
 
Minutes:                                                 Attachments #1 & 2 

 
Senator Wanzek, Sponsor:   (Attachment #1)  The amendment is already in the bill.  The 
original bill was eliminating term limits.  Members of the ethanol council are appointed by 
the five different ethanol producers in the state.  With a term limit and only five producers, 
they are running out of people to put on the board.  The amendment from the Senate 
eliminated the resident requirement but they have to be employed by a producer in the 
state. 
 
Representative Skroch: If we remove term limits, and someone else becomes involved 
that has an interest.  What would be the process?    Could they be on the council forever? 
 
Senator Wanzek:  I don’t see that as a problem.  The problem is finding people.  Term 
limits cause a loss of experience. 
 
Representative McWilliams:  What is the history of the ethanol board? 
 
Senator Wanzek:  I sponsored the original bill to form the Ethanol Council in 2009. 
 
Representative McWilliams:  Since that time the original board’s members have termed 
out.  Are you struggling to fill those position for the first time? 
 
Senator Wanzek:  When we started, we didn’t have 5 producers.   
 
Representative Satrom:  Do you need an emergency clause? 
 
Senator Wanzek:  I don’t think so. 
 
Representative Richter:  For term limits, would it be more palatable to say a member may 
serve more than two terms if an individual to replace him is not found? 
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Senator Wanzek:  I will leave that to the committee. 
 
Representative McWilliams:  In 2009, what was the reason for putting in a two-term limit? 
 
Senator Wanzek:  I can’t recall. 
 
Deana Wiese, Executive Director, North Dakota Ethanol Council:  (Attachment #2) 
 
(15:00) 
To answer previous questions: 
Someone on the council and not being able to remove them—they would still have the four-
year term limits.  Each plant appoints a person.  Each plant would have the opportunity to 
appoint a different representative. 
 
An Emergency Clause not needed. 
 
In response to Representative Richter, this would provide us with the flexibility needed. 
 
Representative Headland: How many gallons of ethanol are we producing in the state?  Is 
it generating enough funding for your council? 
 
Deanna Wiese:  In 2008 we produced up to 525 million gallons per year.  That has 
increased more than 10 times. 
 
For the funding, we have a $150,000 budget.  It is limited but it is used wisely. 
 
Representative Headland:  Moved Do Pass 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck:  Seconded the motion 
 
Representative McWilliams:  Has any other council found themselves in this situation and 
then grown out of it where we had to go back and readdress the situation? 
 
Representative Headland:  This ethanol council is unique because there are only 5 plants.  
I don’t see the harm with moving forward with this. 
 
Representative McWilliams:  We wouldn’t have a problem unless we suddenly had many 
more ethanol plants? 
 
Representative Headland: Correct. 
 
A Roll Call vote was taken:  Yes  _13_, No __0__, Absent ___1__. 
 
Do Pass carries. 
 
Representative Schreiber Beck will carry the bill. 
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