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Chairman Luick: Opens the hearing on SB 2200. All members present. 
 
Senator Rich Wardner, District 37:  We brought this bill before you at the request of the Secretary 
of State, and it was to make sure that the growing and processing of marijuana was included in this 
list. Because of this definition, I have been told that it held up the process of getting medical marijuana 
out quickly. I just want to make sure that the Committee understands that it was never the intention 
of the sponsor of the medical marijuana bill, to hold that up; we want that to go as quickly as possible 
and if we had known that last session, we would have made sure this was taken care of. Therefore, 
Chairman Luick and members of the Committee, I am just here to open the hearing up, we someone 
from the Secretary of State’s office who will go through the details of what happened and give you a 
background of why this is important. So with that, my colleague is going to make a couple of 
comments.  
 
Senator Heckamen, District 23: I am here to join with the Senate Majority Leader in support of this 
bill. What he said was right. There have been a number of hiccups along the road for medical 
marijuana; it was never our intention last Session to let any of that happen. Because of the piece of 
legislation before you, the Secretary of State will give an explanation. 
 
Senator Klein: I know that you were involved a bit last time through the entire administrative rules 
process. legislative intent come up a number of times in front of the Committees, that this did not fall 
under the corporate farm law; so I don’t think that we should suggest at any time that we weren’t clear 
or that we tried to hinder the process, because that conversation came up quite a bit. So once again, 
what we’re doing here is clarifying the clarification. 
 
Senator Heckamen: We do that quite often Senator. 
 
Senator Hogan: This doesn’t in any way affect industrial hemp, does it?  
 
 Senator Heckamen: I would leave somebody else to answer that; but it is only addressing medical 
marijuana Senator. 
 
 



Senate Agriculture Committee  
SB 2200 
1/17/19 
Page 2  
   

 
Barbara Siegel, Director of Business Services on behalf of Secretary of State Al Jaeger: See 
attachment #1 for testimony in support of SB 2200. 
 

      Chairman Luick: Ok so let say that we are now taking this away from the identification of farming 
and ranching: what happens if federal law says that now medical marijuana is accepted across the USA 
and this comes under a farm program? Now where are they? Because now they’ve already basically 
gone under the guise of a corporate facility, now what going to happen? 
 
Barbara Siegel: I absolutely understand what your saying and I guess it would depend on what that 
legalization would look like and then the State interpretation of how broad that legalization would be. 
Personally I’ve been following some of the recent farm bills in that it has some CBD oil provisions in it. 
So I absolutely understand what your saying, but in conversations with the Attorney General’s office on 
some of the CBD oil issues, I also understand that just because something federally may be passed that 
the state is going to have to take a look at it as well.  
 
Vice Chair Myrdal: What if our corporate farming laws change? 
 
Barbara Siegel: I guess it depends on what the changes are, I think, however, it is imperative that we 
clarify at least this. 
 
 
Senator Larsen: Would it be too much of a problem to add vegetables into that? Because I would 
imagine there would be a bigger interest in that stuff. 
 
Barbara Siegel: I don’t think I could answer that. 
  
Al Jaeger, Secretary of State: We identified this problem the day after the election, because we were 
already receiving filings. The only intent of this bill is to excluded the growing of medical marijuana. 
Senator Larsen, what you’re bringing up might have to do with what falls under horticulture, because that 
is where the problem lies. That’s probably for a whole other discussion and a whole other bill. The only 
intent of this is to make sure that this particular application does not fall horticulture. As Senator Wardner 
alluded to if you look at the date of the opinion by 2018 we really had stuff piled up. 
 
Senator Klein: Do we need an emergency clause on this? 
 
Al Jaeger: We really won’t have a need for one. 
 
Chris Nulden: I believe that the intention of this bill is goodhearted, I do, I think people are trying to fix a 
problem. Just understand that I’ve read all the definitions and all of the century codes, and I struggle with, 
with these definitions. Because they use a word that I am not comfortable using and I would just like to 
see this plant identified as what it is; it is cannabis. We are making laws on it, we are trying to define it, I 
just feel at some level we should be using the proper name. We do not have a medicinal jazz cabbage 
program, we have a medicinal marijuana program, I would prefer it to be a medicinal cannabis program. 
Same thing with industrial cannabis. I’ll keep my comments short, I do have relevant information, I can 
get my name and name down on the sheet. If you have any questions just call me. I'm just concerned 
because right now in California there are many farmers that are fighting off huge corporate interests to 
get into what they are doing very legally now and that is farming. They have actually banded together 
now and formed cooperatives to try to stop corporate interests from coming in and buying all their land 
and taking all their industry. I know that a lot of people don’t view California very good way; I actually met 
a gentleman who said that he wishes California would just fall into the ocean and all die.  I do not agree 
with that, I don’t think that 17million people should just die. 
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Chairman Luick: If you would just leave your contact info, I will make sure that the Committee gets it. 
 
 

No Further Testimony. 
 

Chairman Luick: Any further discussion committee? 
 
Senator Klein: I feel that the term we are using certainly falls within all the discussion and all the language 
in current code. I do not feel it would be beneficial to start using a different terminology now.  
 
Senator Klein: motions a Do Pass. 
 
Senator Larsen: Seconds. 
 

A Roll Call is Taken: 6yea, 0nay, 0absent. 
Motion Carries. 

Senator Osland will carry the bill. 








