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To provide an appropriation for veterans’ spouses & dependents burial fees at the veterans’ 
cemetery. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att#1 – Sen Marcellais, Att#2-Jim Nelson, Att#3-Mark 
Landis, Att# 4-Robert Becklund 

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s open SB2195. 
 
Sen Marcellais, Dist 9, Belcourt.: I am here in support of SB2195. (see att#1)  
 
Chairman Davison: Any questions? More in support?  
 
Jim Nelson: I am here in support of this bill. (see att#2) I stand for questions. (6.00) 
 
Chairman Davison: In Sen Marcellais testimony it has $550 to be waived. Is that the cost? 
 
Jim:  The Veteran is buried free. That is the reopening fee if a spouse dies or dependent 
who is buried in the veteran’s plot. (6.46)  
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Can you tell me the difference between this cemetery and the new 
national one in Fargo. Is anyone qualified to be buried there? 
 
Jim: Any veteran or spouse or dependent. They have no fee in Fargo. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Why was the Fargo one built? 
 
Jim: There is a difference between a federal and a state cemetery. Ours is state and Fargo 
is federal. (8.18) Whole different world. 
 
Chairman Davison: More in support? 
 
Mark Landis, Veterans Service Officer, Burleigh County: I am the president of the 
Professional Veterans Advocates of North Dakota. I come here in support of SB2195. (see 
att#3) (10.00-11.38) I stand for questions. 
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Chairman Davison: Any more in support? Agency testimony.  
 
Brigadier General Robert Becklund, North Dakota National Guard: I am here in a neutral 
position to provide information to the committee on SB2195. (see att#4) We do not think 
$168,000 will be enough as stated in this bill. We have $14,900.00 funds of prepaid money 
in our fund. Standing Rock just got a grant to build an all nation veterans cemetery. (14.00) I 
will take questions. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Do you have a breakdown of the $166,000, $196,000 are dependents vs 
spouses? 
 
General Becklund: Spouses and dependents are covered in Fargo cemetery.  
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Thank you for your service. I noticed we have a free cemetery in Fargo. 
Could this bill loose families who would go to Fargo instead of ours? We have a beautiful 
vets cemetery here.  
 
General Becklund: We have done some analysis and we do not feel there will be a major 
impact here. The $550 may make a difference but we don’t feel much. (17.41) 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Does that $550 cover the cost? 
 
General Becklund: That is the opening and closing cost. We don’t make any money. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Do you know when that rate was last increased? 
 
General Becklund: Not sure. It started out at $200 then went up to $300. As things go I 
expect that rate to increase to keep up with labor rates. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Do we have to authorize this? 
 
General Becklund: I believe so. I think our special funds need to be appropriated. (18.45) 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: In 1989 when I came into the guard, I remember talk about the 
cemetery. How does the burial work? 
 
General Becklund: We don’t do services out there. No religious, so just burial. We do the 
military honors, present the flag to family. If you earned a rifle volley, we do that. May be up 
to 21-gun salute. There is a short graveyard ceremony. We did 80 funerals a month. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Are spouses buried next to each other? 
 
General Becklund: I think there are options. On top of each other. Spouses have their 
information on the other side of monument. 
 
Chairman Davison: Any more testimony?  Any opposing testimony? Hearing is closed. Sen 
Marcellais, do you know why there is no fiscal note? 
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Sen. Richard Marcellais: This was from two sessions ago and this was the cost. It is an 
estimate. I just made a trip to Arlington Cemetery and they have over 200,000 graves. They 
are buying more land. There are 20-30 veterans buried a day out there. It is free to vet and 
spouse and dependents. Stand Rock is a federal cemetery. (22.49) Fargo is still in ground 
breaking mode. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: What is a qualifying dependent? 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: Any immediate dependents. No age limit. 
 
Chairman Davison: General, could you come back up? Do you know why there is no fiscal 
note on this bill? 
 
General Becklund: We did not introduce this bill. This bill would give us an additional 
$168,000 off of our account. I believe this is driving a fiscal note. 
 
Chairman Davison: Thank you.  We will hold this for now and get an answer on fiscal note. 
 
Adjourned 
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