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Minutes:                                                 6 Attachments 

 
Chairman Rust: Called committee back to order. 
 
Senator Dwyer: SB 2194 was introduced at the request of a constituent. I was a little hesitant 
because I don’t want to introduce anything that would create less safety for our kids operating 
motorcycles, but the folks that are in this business assured me that the safety folks and 
themselves could assure us that this wouldn’t reduce the safety provisions for young people 
operating motorcycles. 
 
Chairman Rust: I see only one change in the bill. It looks like we are going from 250cc to 
510cc that’s the only change, right? 
 
Senator Dwyer: That is correct, that is the only change. 
 
Annette Behm-Caldwell, Dealer Principal – Open Road Honda, Mandan: See 
Attachment #1 for testimony. 
 
Senator Dwyer: So none of the companies make motorcycles under 250cc anymore?  
 
Ms Behm-Caldwell: I believe Suzuki still does and Yamaha makes one that to my 
understanding is like a cross between a mini bike and a smaller bike. However, new Honda, 
Kawasaki, Harley Davidson, BMW, KTM have all moved on. We also had three other dealers 
who were unable to attend today for various reasons, but have sent letters in support of this 
bill. I would like to submit those letters as well. See Attachment #2 for letters provided to 
committee. 
  
Bill Stork, Owner/Operator, Roughrider Harley Davidson: See Attachment #3 for 
testimony. 
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Lonnie Bertsch, Executive Director, ABATE of North Dakota: See Attachment #4 for 
testimony. 
 
Chairman Rust: Do you know how many individuals 14 and 15-year olds have been killed 
in motorcycle accidents in North Dakota? 
 
Mr. Bertsch: In North Dakota in the past 5 years there have been zero 14 or 15-year olds 
that have been operating a motorcycle and have died from a crash. 
 
Chairman Rust: Do you have any statistics on injuries? 
 
Mr. Bertsch: Injuries, yes. I've got some from the DMV, but I do not have them with me. 
There has been one serious, what they call incapacitating injury in 2016 I believe it was. 
Since then there have been minor injuries and a total of 8 in the last 3-years. That is cuts, 
scrapes, that type of thing with the 14-15-year olds as the operators of the motorcycle. I 
would be happy to get the exact statistics to you. 
 
Senator Clemens: To me it would seem that passing the instruction on a 500cc motorcycle 
would actually better prepare a child regardless of their age for getting their license, because 
they’re probably going to be buying a machine that size or larger anyway. 
 
Mr. Bertsch: I tend to agree with you, but initially a 14-15-year old if they’re limited to the 
250cc they can’t really go out and buy one. I know many parents that purchase it and say 
well, they’re going to grow into it. But that isn’t always the safest issue for them. Is it better 
for them to learn on a 500cc? Well you know, if we learn on the basics of here’s how you get 
on, here’s how you get off, here’s how you move it, here’s how you shift it, here’s how you 
stop it and get off again safely. That will transfer all the way up and down line of the industry. 
The difference comes in with the weight of the motorcycle and the power of the motorcycle 
which will keep the people safer. 
 
Chairman Rust: The whole idea I think of the 250cc was safety, the other part of safety is 
helmet. Refresh our memory again on what’s the helmet law for that age? 
 
Mr. Bertsch: the helmet law in the state of North Dakota is anybody under the age of 18 
must wear a helmet. Anybody that enters our range and learns on a motorcycle it is 
mandatory while they are on our range they wear a helmet while they are in our class. 
 
(17:25) Mandy Slag, Injury Prevention Program Director, North Dakota Department of 
Health: See Attachment #5 for testimony. 
 
Senator Dwyer: Do you know if there are there more or less accidents in the 4 states with 
CC limitations, than in the states that don’t have restrictions on CCs? 
 
Ms Slag: I can find that information for you and email it. 
 
Senator Dwyer: I'm trying to reconcile the testimony that says very few states allow young 
people to drive these things, but North Dakota is only 1 of 4 that has a limit. 
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Ms Behm-Caldwell: When I was doing my research on the AAA site I specifically looked at 
states that looked at the CCs on the motorcycle. As you can imagine, each state’s regulations 
are different. So some states restrict riders to different hours and different things. New Mexico 
restricts the CCs depending on the age, they go as young as 13-years old. Depending on 
their age, like a 13-year old can ride from a 50cc to a 100cc, Arkansas ages 14 and older 
may use a motor-driven cycle between 50cc and 250cc Arkansas goes down to age 10, 
Tennessee persons who are 15-years of age may not operate a motorcycle with an engine 
size bigger than 650cc. There are other restrictions like if they can or cannot carry 
passengers, if they have to be with other riders, day light hours, things such as that. But, 
because they are so varied I wanted to be very specific on other states that restricted the 
CCs on the motorcycle and we are one of four. 
 
Chairman Rust: When I was a kid I loved cars, I loved fast cars. You had to have a pretty 
good sized cubic inch engine to get you 300hp. Now you can get a 4-cylinder that’ll blow that 
drawers off that thing. So I understand 35-years ago 250cc probably put out X number of 
horsepower, I bet today if they made them 250cc could put out horsepower you would 
believe. It is interesting that we can’t really equate CCs to horsepower and I think that was 
given to us. Is my observation on that correct, with regard to CCs and power don’t necessarily 
equate to one another, is that right? 
 
Mr. Bertsch: Yes, I would have to agree with you. 
 
Chairman Rust: Seeing no other testimony the hearing on SB 2194 is closed. 
 
Attachment #6 was submitted to committee at a later date. 
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Chairman Rust: I just want to give you some information. I asked how many motorcycles 
there were, licensed, 40,700 motorcycles in North Dakota. Would anybody have guessed it 
was that high? See Attachment #1 for more information. See Attachment #2 for more 
information on injuries. See Attachments #3-4 for information from other states. 
 
Senator Bakke: I remember being told there were very few motorcycles under 510cc but I 
received an email in which someone told me there was on that was 300 something. 
 
Senator Patten: I believe there were very few manufactures that provided a 250cc 
motorcycle by moving it up to 500cc then you expanded the list. I believe the list is in 
previously provided testimony from Annette Behm-Caldwell with Open Road Honda. 
 
Chairman Rust: The consternation I think we have would be do we increase the CCs and 
now we have a more powerful motorcycle, which I don’t know if that’s true or not because we 
all know you can have a 4-cylinder engine now days that develops a lot of horsepower. We 
kind of think they can’t compete with an 8-cylinder, but they develop a lot of horsepower. Do 
we want to increase the CCs? The fear is that if we did that what happens if there is a death 
or serious injury, how are we going to feel about ourselves having done that, right? That’s 
the consternation I have. 
 
Senator Patten: Yes, that is a concern going from 250cc to 500cc, but also right now we’re 
dealing with the 250cc a lot of the bikes that are there are 2009 and older. So they are older 
style bikes and probably less safe bikes. The testimony we heard indicated that the newer 
bikes are much safer and they have different handling characteristics. We can’t completely 
prevent somebody from having an accident. I wonder if it isn’t a tradeoff the higher CCs are 
also balanced by better construction, better manufacturing, better handling characteristics, 
lower centers of gravity, better braking, all those other components, so you’re probably with 
that 500cc in a new bike in better condition or better shape than a 2008 and a 250cc old bike. 
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Senator Clemens: I agree with what Senator Patten is saying. I'm a motorcycle rider myself. 
Limiting it at 510cc you’re not going up to the real big bikes. Besides the 500cc being better 
equipped, the also have larger wider tires, the extra weight makes them much safer to handle 
especially for a bigger 14 or 15-year old kid then it would be on a 250cc. Yes, the possibility 
to speed is there, but there is enough speed on a 250cc to get you in trouble too. I look at 
the size as being probably a plus. 
 
Senator Bakke: Do we require young people this age to wear helmets? 
 
Chairman Rust: Yes. I believe you have to wear a helmet under the age of 18. 
 
Senator Bakke: Ok, then I move a Do Pass. 
 
Senator Fors: Second. 
 
A Roll Call Vote Taken: Pass 6-0-0 
Carrier: Senator Fors 
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