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Relating to reports to township clerks. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Written attachments # 1 Senator Kannianen p.1-3 
Written attachment #2 Michael  Montsplaisir  

 
Chairman Burckhard opened the hearing on SB2190. All senators are present. 
 
Senator Kannianen, Dist. 4, introduced SB2190. It is a pretty simple bill and I ask for a do 
pass. Senator Kannianen explained his testimony. Written attachment #1 pages 1-3. 
 
Sen. J. Lee: I am just curious. Approximately how much money are we talking about here? 
In many cases is money coming in that may help with a little road maintenance and things 
like that, but how much money would a treasurer ordinarily be sending to the township? 
 
Sen. Kannianen: I know in our township things have sure changed a lot with the oil field 
coming to town and all the oil tax that comes back now to counties and townships. I know 
that has changed a lot. Ten to twelve years ago before the oil really came to town you would 
look at local township would go through maybe $6,000 or $8,000 dollars a year and then all 
of a sudden a county road went through out township that the county and township shared 
the payment for and it was all assistance from the state and all of a sudden we had $ 2M go 
through the account in one year. But on average now, you’re looking at maybe for our 
township not even like $20,000-$30,000 a year. A lot of townships are smaller, so it’s not a 
lot of money. Relatively speaking its funding. 
 
Chairman Burckhard: Senator Kannianen, do you know how many townships we have in 
the state of ND? 
 
Senator Kannianen: You’ve told me Mr. Chairman, 1400. Chairman Burckhard: That’s 
right. 
 
Ms. Donnell Presky: I am with the ND Association of Counties. In that capacity I work directly 
with the Auditors and Treasurers Associations as their Executive Director. That is who I am 
representing here today. You have received some testimony from Cass County Auditor Mike 
Montplaisir; who did a thorough job in really explaining this matter. (Written attachment #2 
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from Mr. Mike Montplaisir) He was not in attendance but wanted his testimony on record.  It 
removes redundancy and that the counties are required to distribute all the funds that are 
received for those townships.  
 
Senator Dotzenrod: Some of this testimony we’ve got earlier said that any taxes and levies 
the counties collects for townships are required to be submitted to the respective townships 
by the 10th of each month. It’s my impression that there really isn’t a lot of months out of the 
year when their getting distributions. They may be getting some road tax money at one time 
and get mill levy money at another time, and maybe that is about it. I don’t know if they have 
distributions going on to the townships monthly unless there is something going on out in the 
oil field or something fuel receipts tax money they get regularly. But I was just curious about 
that. It does seem to me there not getting a lot of monthly distributions every month.  
 
Ms. Donnell Presky: That is my understanding as well. But I am not doing the job that the 
53 county auditors or treasurers are doing so I can’t speak directly to that question. 
 
Senator Kannianen: That is a good point to bring up. It’s not that there getting monthly 
statements from these, not monthly distributions, but anytime there is a distribution, they get 
a statement and so they know where they are sitting. Any time a county collects anything for 
a township, it’s to immediately by the 10th of the next month go to that township in a statement 
of where the company’s at. So then, they always know where they are sitting and then they 
know what they’ve spent.  
 
Chairman Burckhard closed the hearing on SB2190. 
 
Sen. Howard Anderson made a motion for a do pass as not amended on 2190. 
Sen. Diane Larson: 2nd it.  
Roll call vote: 6-0-0 
Carrier: Senator Kannianen 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to reports to township clerks  
 

Minutes:                                                 1,2,3 

 
Chairman J. Dockter: Opens the hearing on SB 2190. 
 
Sen. Kannianen: (Handouts #1,2) Introduces the bill.  
 
Rep. Longmuir: This information is already available in most counties by accessing the 
website on the county, isn’t that correct?  
 
Sen. Kannianen: Yes, that is correct.  
 
Kevin Glatt: Burleigh County Auditor: In support of this bill and urges a do pass.   
 
Donnell Preskey: (Handout #3) Association of Counties. Pointed out testimony of Michael 
Montplaisir in handout #3.  
 
Larry Syverson: North Dakota Township Officers Association in support of this bill. 
 
Chairman J. Dockter: Closed the hearing 
 
Rep. Longmuir: Made a do pass motion.  
 
Rep. Johnson: Second the motion.  
 
Vote yes 14, no 0, absent 0.  
 
Rep. Fegley:  Will carry the bll. 







2019 TESTIMONY 

SB 2190 


















	Senate Political Subdivisions Committee
	House Political Subdivisions
	Testimony



