
19.0398.02000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/10/2019

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2184

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures

Appropriations

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

see attached

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

see attached

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.



Name: John Halvorson

Agency: WSI
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WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE 

 2019 LEGISLATION 
SUMMARY OF ACTUARIAL INFORMATION 

 

 

BILL NO: SB 2184 

 

BILL DESCRIPTION: Allied Health Care Professionals 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTUARIAL INFORMATION: Workforce Safety & Insurance, together with its 

consulting actuaries, The Burkhalter Group, has reviewed the legislation proposed in this bill in conformance 

with Section 54-03-25 of the North Dakota Century Code. 

 

The proposed legislation defines allied health care professionals, redefines healthcare provider while removing 

the definition of doctor, and cleans up various references throughout Title 65.  

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: No fiscal impact is anticipated. 

 

DATE: January 11, 2019 
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2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Roosevelt Park Room, State Capitol 
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1/23/2019 

Job #31259 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Amy Crane 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
Relating to the definition of allied health care professional and health care provider with 
respect to workers' compensation claims and benefits. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-3 

Chairman Klein: Opened the hearing on SB 2184. All members were present.  

 
Senator Lee, District 13: testified in support of the bill. I’m bringing to you here a small 
change to a bill that has several pages. SB 2184 is making sure that certain health decisions 
for Workforce Safety can include other healthcare providers because the old language was 
just saying doctors or physicians depending on which line you’re reading. What we wanted 
to do was just make sure we had a little more inclusive language. So you will see healthcare 
provider is deleted and replaced by advanced practice register nurses, and certified 
physician’s assistants. We just wanted to clarify some things. Change the definition a bit. We 
know in North Dakota whether you’re rural or urban the role of those PAs and APRNs is 
invaluable to the availability of healthcare. In several other places in the bill, allied healthcare 
professional is substituted for medical provider. That also is more inclusive of other providers 
such as dentists and therapists that are used. At the bottom of page 13, it is made clear that 
the appropriate North Dakota licensing board will be issuing the proper licenses for the 
professionals whom they oversee, not just the medical board. This balances the bill in many 
places where healthcare professional and healthcare provider is substituted for the more 
restrictive older language, allowing WSI to choose the most appropriate professionals, for 
their assessments or evaluations. So it is merely updating the language to include those 
professionals who are also capable of doing those particular procedures.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: What are the allied healthcare professional? 
 
Senator Lee: It’s a cluster. There’s a definition for it in there, so that you would see who all 
would be included. In that group and those that would be customarily included if one thinks 
about who the professional might be, it’s not just a medical professional because that would 
refer more to the physician’s area. And this would include other areas as well.   
 
Chairman Klein: You were working on this with whom? 
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Senator Lee: Actually the nurses, and my good friend APRN Cheryl Rising who has been 
very involved with the Advanced Practice Registered Nurses, and others involved in the field 
to recognize the value that they have and the fact that it will also shorten up the work in some 
cases because it isn’t always something that needs a physician’s attention and the APRNs 
and PAs have many of the same skills. The requirements now to become an Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurse, means that you’ve gotten your doctorate in Nursing, not your 
doctorate in Medicine. So medicine is not an umbrella that includes everybody.  
 
Chairman Klein: And you worked with those people? 
 
Senator Lee: Yes, and legislative council.  
 
Chairman Klein: That group worked hard with WSI? 
 
Senator Lee: Yes, I didn’t make this up. I did defer most of the work to WSI and the nurses.  
 
(5:18)Rhonda Jolliffe, FNP-BC, DNPs, nurse practitioner from Bismarck: see 
attachment #1 for testimony in support of the bill.  
 
(8:04)Cheryl Rising, FNP-BC, FAANP, DNPs, legislative liaison, North Dakota Nurse 
Practitioner Association: See attachment #2 for testimony in support of the bill.  
 
(9:15)Chairman Klein: The simple thing is we’re clarifying the language. We’re being more 
inclusive and just making it more simple for everyone. To understand that if I’m injured, for 
example, I can just see a nurse practitioner and I’m still covered. So that’s the simple answer.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: You used the term treated by these healthcare professionals, so then 
are these healthcare professionals qualified to give the recommendation or the diagnosis, as 
to the injurt the extent of the injury, so on and so forth?  
 
Cheryl: I will defer that question to Tim from WSI.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: You understand the differentiation I’m making, for treatment as opposed 
to analyzing or diagnosing? 
 
Cheryl: Right. Advanced Practice Registered Nurses can assess, diagnose, treat and 
prescribe so that’s always been our scope of practice. And we’ve already been seeing 
Workforce Safety patients through the years. This is strictly a language update so it’s more 
consistent with the national language.    
 
(11:22)Tim Wahlin, Chief of Injury Services, WSI: see attachment #3 for testimony in 
support of the bill.  
 
(14:38)Chairman Klein: Can you answer Senator Piepkorn’s question? As it related to 
treatment versus diagnosis? 
 
Tim: Ultimately, the reason that the term doctor which is now becoming healthcare provider, 
is set aside from the broader term which is now becoming allied healthcare professional, is 
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because that group of individuals have the ability to certify disability. What the certification of 
disability means, is that they have the ability to tell WSI that this particular injury has 
disqualified this individual from a particular type of work. We accept that and we pay disability 
benefits based upon that. So it has to be one of those categories that tells us that the injury 
caused the disability. Now that doesn’t undermine those other areas which are incredibly 
important, but that is the defined area which can certify that disability so I believe that that’s 
the subpart that he was looking for.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: Yep took care of my question.  
 
Chairman Klein: closed the hearing on SB 2184.  
 
Senator Burckhard: Move a Do Pass.  
 
Senator Kreun: Seconded.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.  
 
Motion carried.  
 
Senator Burckhard will carry the bill.  
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33666 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Ellen LeTang 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
Definition of allied health care professional and health care provider with respect to workers' 
compensation claims and benefits. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Keiser:  Reopens the hearing on SB 2184.   
 
Chairman Keiser:  What are the wished of the committee? 
 
Rep Adams:  Move a Do Pass. 
 
Rep Bosch:  Second. 
 
Chairman Keiser:  Further discussion? 
 
Roll call was taken on SB 2184 for a Do Pass with 13 yes, 0 no, 1 absent & Rep Adams 
is the carrier. 
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