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Chairman Schaible opened the hearing on SB 2171. 
 
Senator Rust, District 2: I am here to introduce SB 2171. This bill gives authority to the 
superintendent of public instruction to issue credentials to teachers of computer and cyber 
science. This is the second prong of a three prong approach to bring computer and cyber 
science instruction to ND elementary and secondary schools. I am introducing the bill at the 
request of Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler. 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: See attachment #1.  
 
Chairman Schaible: The money for prong two is in your budget? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: Yes, it is in my budget. 
 
Senator Davison: Does CTE currently have a credential for computer science?  
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: I believe from CTE will be speaking to you 
later. She will be able to speak to that. The group that we have been meeting did include 
CTE. They are able to endorse middle and high school teachers for credit courses, they don’t 
provide credentials for the type of courses that would be taught pK-6.  
 
Senator Davison: At some point, you foresee a computer teacher similar to a music teacher 
in an elementary classroom? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: Yes. 
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Chairman Schaible: Other questions. Senator Oban. 
 
Senator Oban: 700 teachers is a pretty lofty goal, what is the timeline for your hope to get 
that many teachers trained?  
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: The first process would be to write 
administrative rules. The rules would have to be approved by the fall of 2019. Since this is 
not a mandatory process, you may remember at the time where the legislature required 
school districts have a library media specialist at their schools – with a certain number at 
elementary, middle and high school. This is similar, except it is not mandated and with the 
major exception where library media specialists were required for schools to be approved to 
be part of that school staff, funding was not provided. That was a large challenge and financial 
stressor on many of our school districts. We are coming at this a bit differently. We are asking 
for the funding so the school districts nor the teachers would incur the expenses to get this 
credential and there is not a mandatory timeline. We will be asking for carryover authority, so 
the funding we are asking for in our budget is a onetime expense because we are working 
with the University system teacher preparation, so all new teachers will be able to earn this 
credential as well. But, to get our existing teachers credentialed, we would expect we would 
have carryover and hope our school districts would come on board because of the need. The 
budget request was based on the number of schools and the number of enrollment.  
 
Senator Marcellais: Do you have any idea if we have qualified credentials now?  
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: Currently, there is nothing that exists as a 
computer or cyber client credential. We have not issued any. To the question of how many 
computer science teachers there are at the high school level, I believe our CTE 
representative would be able to answer that question as they do that credentialing for 
computer science teachers.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Other questions. Thank you.  
 
Shawn Riley, CIO for the state of ND: I would like to testify in favor of the bill. As we think 
of the opportunities for our children in the future, the reality is that, every child regardless of 
their job – nurse, engineer, farmer, working at Applebees – regardless of their job, technology 
is critical to their future. When we think of the 21st century workforce, we need our teachers 
the capability to teach that workforce and what we aer going to be looking at, not only today, 
but tomorrow. The reality is that technology is this tidal wave that is absolutely changing the 
world. I would like to have that extra capability to be able carry it on to their students and 
ultimately the workforce they will become. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you. Other testimony in favor of. 
 
Tracy Becker, IT Education Supervisor for ND CTE: Today I am testifying in support of 
SB 2171 to allow the superintendent of public instruction the ability to issue credentials for 
teachers of computer and cyber sciences with the understanding that relevant training will be 
provided to those teachers in both computer science and cyber security. There are still 
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unclear details of whaat the credentialing requirements will look like and what exactly it will 
cover, but, CTE does intend to work closely with Department of Public Instruction to design 
quality credentials for ND teachers. Ultimately, with an earlier integration of computer and 
cyber sciences in our elementary schools taught by the trained credentialed instructors, this 
will ultimately lead to an increase in enrollment in our more advanced computer science 
courses at the high school level which will then feed into our post-secondary programs and 
ultimately in to the workforce to bridge the skills gap that we have in computer and cyber 
security.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you. 
 
Deana Wiese, Exec. Director of the Technology Council of ND (#166): We are here in  
support of the bill today and founding members of the digital workforce coalition that believes 
in the importance of the of the importance of computer and cyber science at all stages of 
education. With that, I have Doug Remboldt with National Information Solutions Cooperative 
in Mandan to provide testimony.  
 
Doug Remboldt, Vice President - Member Support National Information Solutions 
Cooperative: See attachment #2.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you. Other testimony in favor of the bill.  
 
Taya Spelhaug, TechSpark Manager - Microsoft: See attachment # 3.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you. Other testimony in favor of. Agency testimony. 
Testimony in opposition to the bill. Seeing none, the hearing is closed. 
 
 
 



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Sheyenne River Room, State Capitol 

 

SB 2171 
1/16/2019 

30911 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Lynn Wolf 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to credentials for teachers of computer and cyber science. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Schaible opened the committee work session on SB 2171. 
 
Senator Rust: Mr. Chairman, I move a Do Pass on SB 2171. 
 
Vice-Chairman Fors: Second. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Is there discussion.  
 
Vice-Chairman Fors: Is this in the govenor’s budget? 
 
Chairman Schaible: It is in DPIs budget and we don’t need to worry about the money. Other 
discussion.  There is a motion for Do Pass on SB 2171.  
 
Roll was taken.  
 
Motion Carries. 7 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent. 
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Rosi Kloberdanz, Director, ND Educational Technology Council/Director, EduTech:      
Computers are central to the medical field, scientific research and exploration, finance, 
education, information storage and retrieval, communication, computer graphics and 
animation, networking and web access and the list goes on.  Our homes also are included in 
this category with all the devices we have at our disposal.   
 
Last fall, DPI began working with the North Dakota community on computer and cyber 
science standards in an innovative, first in the nation, effort to integrate cyber security within 
computer science.  The two are interrelated.  Computer science is foundational and cyber 
security insures that all of our ND students and citizens will be prepared to live in an 
increasingly digital and technology driven society.  Senate Bill 2171 directly addresses this 
need relating to credentials for teachers of computer and cyber science.  If we intend to 
increase our workforce, we will need to internally and organically grow our own from 
kindergarten on up.  Our K-12 student need to have the opportunity to build strong computer 
science and cyber security backgrounds to fill this need.  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:   Any questions?  More in support? 
 
Maggie Glennon, Director of State Government Affairs, Code.org: (Attachment 3)  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Any questions?   Others in support? 
 
Rudie Martinson, ND Hospitality Association: (Attachment 4) 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:   Any questions?  Continue in support of SB 2171.  
Anyone in opposition?   Neutral testimony?  Seeing none, we will close the hearing.    
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
A bill relating to credentials for teachers of computer and cyber science 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Owens:  Starting committee work with SB 2171. 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I’ll move a Do Pass on SB 2171. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  I’ll second the motion.   
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken:   Yes   12, No   0, Absent   2.  A Do Pass carries.  Rep. 
Guggisberg will carry SB 2171. 
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