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A bill relating to contents of tuition and fees statements. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1 – Senator. Vedaa 

 
Chairman Schaible: Open the hearing for SB 2164. Senator Vedaa, District 6. 
 
Senator Vedaa: See attachment # 1. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Questions. Thank you.  
 
Tammy Dolin, Vice Chancellor for Administrative Affairs for the ND University System: We 
completely agree could improve the transparency for our students as to the cost and the 
state’s contribution to their education. We have checked with the technology staff – it is 
something we can do relatively easily. The dollar amount would vary by institution because 
each institution receives a different funding level. It is something we can do and are 
supportive of this bill.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you. Other testimony. Hearing closed. 
 
Senator Davison: I move a Do Pass on SB 2164.  
 
Senator Rust: Second.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Other discussion. Seeing none, clerk take the roll. 
 
Motion Carries; 7 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.  
 
Senator Elkin will carry the bill. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
A bill relating to contents of tuition and fees statements 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2 

 
Chairman Owens: 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa:  (Attachment 1)   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions of the committee?  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  When they were figuring, how did they arrive at 
that $4,500 figure. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa:  I do not know how they came up with that figure.   I just assumed it was 
that appropriation amount like we come up with per student.  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Per institution it is so varied and I wonder if it 
wouldn’t be wise to do it per institution.  I don’t know if you would be conclusive to that.  You 
said ‘institution receives under this chapter’ 
 
Chairman Owens:  My vice chair brings up an interesting point though.  Two sessions ago, 
in tracking, we had never moved tuition in to the total cost of higher education as far as the 
budget says.  We did that last session.  It’s not an exact amount but I can talk to Rep. Sanford 
on this as well.  I am wondering if that 98 includes the total that was listed in the budget that 
would include tuition.  We would want to take that tuition out of this.  You’re not aware of what 
number was used? 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa:  I just assumed that was the total amount that. 
 
Chairman Owens:   In 2013 what the budget reads is just what we appropriate.  In 2017, we 
shifted to include appropriation and tuition paid to show all the monies that the schools get.  
So if the 2017 figure was used, that would be a little misleading because it would include 
tuition.   We will check on that.  
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Rep. Pat D. Heinert:    Was there any contact with the NDUS office in reference to this to 
see if there would be any programming charges or fees associated in doing this process? 
 
Sen. Vedaa:  On the last testimony in the Senate, they were in support of this bill. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions.  Anyone else in support of SB 2164?  
 
David Krebsbach, Director of Finance, NDUS: (Attachment 2)  
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions?  
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Would there be a difference for how much aid an out-of-state 
student or in-state student receives?  That’s not the same amount.  Is it the same amount for 
out-of-state aid for an out-of-state student?  This looks good but it might be a bit more 
complicated. 
 
David Krebsbach:  I haven’t been through the calculations with anyone at the system office.  
We have all kinds of data on enrollments – in-state or out-of-state.  The institutions in the 
funding formula calculated a dollar amount for the biennium.  As far as calculated per student 
I am thinking you’d probably have to use all of the students who go there.  That’s a good 
question.    
 
Rep. Brandy Pyle: Is the funding formula based on a per credit basis so it doesn’t matter if 
they are in-state or out-of-state?  Is that a correct assumption? 
 
David Krebsbach:  That’s correct. 
 
Chairman Owens:  The real difference in in-state and out-of-state is their tuition, not state 
funding.  Is that correct? 
 
David Krebsbach:  That’s correct. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  If, through WICHY, Minnesota does fork over some dollars for the 
students by doing that formula that doesn’t come into play 
 
Chairman Owens:  It’s not a North Dakota thing from the standpoint of the state.  We are 
not appropriating that money.  When the Minnesota or South Dakota student goes there, we 
are still paying so much for their student base and then their tuition goes up and down.  Any 
further questions? 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  What if this formula was based on per credit versus per student 
and that is what would be on a statement?  Is it calculable how much the state is paying per 
credit? 
 
David Krebsbach:  You could do the per student credit achieved calculation.  The current 
formula uses achieved credit hours from two years back. 
 
Chairman Owens:  That may be misleading then. 
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David Krebsbach:  Yes. 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  I think the language in here is pretty clear.  It is just asking for the 
average dollar amount per student at the institution.  It isn’t like they are going to make a 
different number for each student.  It is just informative and it explains what it is telling you. 
 
Chairman Owens:   Any further questions?   Anyone else in support of SB 2164.  Any    
opposition?  Neutral testimony?   Close hearing on SB 2164.  
 
 
Rep. Dennis Johnson:  I move a Do Pass on SB 2164. 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:   I’ll second the motion. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further discussion? 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken:   Yes  12, No  1, Absent  1.  A Do Pass carries.   Rep. Dennis 
Johnson will carry SB 2164. 
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