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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to relating to admission committee members for the veterinary medical 
education program. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Lardy; Att. #2 & #3- Zastoupil; Att. #4-Wiese 

 
Chairman Schaible: The hearing for SB 2147 is open. 
 
Senator Erbele, Dist. 28: Introduction of SB 2147.  The bill is to change the membership of 
the admissions committee for selecting veterinary students to Kansas State. ND does not 
have a Veterinary school here, so our students need to go elsewhere. One of our contracts 
is with Kansas State – we send five students down there and there is an admissions process 
all this bill is requesting that we remove the Department of Veterinary and Microbiological 
Sciences because we no longer have that department. The faculty needs flexibility to assign 
someone from the department that is advising the vet students.  
 
Dr. Greg Lardy, Associate Vice President for Agricultural Affairs, NDSU: See Att. # 1.  
 
Senator Davison: How many applications do we get each year to go to Kanas State in the 
Veterinary program. 
 
Dr. Greg Lardy: The number of applicants we get each year varies, but typically, 5 to 12 
range.  
 
Senator Davison: Is that a budget line item under NDSU where that comes under to pay for 
that with Kansas State.  
 
Dr. Greg Lardy: That is a question I don’t know the answer to.  
 
Senator Davison: In the requirements to go down there and get the scholarship, are they 
required to come back to ND and work? 
 
Dr. Greg Lardy: I do not know the answer to that for sure.  
 



Senate Education Committee  
SB 2147 
1/30/2019 
Page 2  
   

Chairman Schaible: Other questions. Thank you. Any other testimony in favor of the bill.  
 
Brenda Zastoupil, Director of Financial Aid, ND University System: Att. #2 & #3. Our 
agency administers the professional exchange program under which Kansas State 
Veternarian students receive their scholarship funding. To answer Senator Davison’s 
questions, the number is accurate – 5 to 12 applicants per year. Currently, we have slots for 
five which are budgeted through the general appropriations. Those students at this time do 
not have an obligation to come back to the state, however, we do have a 41% return rate on 
all of these professional student exchange programs.  
 
Chairman Schaible: How long do they stay – do they make a career here?  
 
Brenda Zastoupil: I don’t have that as far as the longevity – just the return rate.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Do you have any idea what the cost is? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil: The expense for Kansas State, specifically, we provide approximately 
$20,000 per year per student. That would apply for four years – that might be on the low side, 
I can get those amounts for you if you would like the exact amounts.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Yes. 
 
Senator Rust: You said they have no obligation to return? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil: At this point in time, that is not part of statute. 
 
Senator Rust: And yet, we spend $20,000 a year to send them there? Why are we doing 
that? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil: And I can provide the exact return rates by program, we have programs 
not only in veterinary medicine, but dentistry and optometry as well. 
 
Chairman Schaible: We have three areas that do that. Other questions. Thank you. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Other testimony in favor of the bill. Other agency testimony. Any 
testimony in opposition to the bill.  
 
Hearing is closed.  
 
After the hearing was closed, written testimony was received form Deana Wiese on behalf of 
the ND Veterinary Medical Association. See Att. # 4.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to relating to admission committee members for the veterinary medical 
education program. 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Amendments. 

 
Chairman Schaible: Committee, we will start with SB 2147. 
 
Senator Davison: I move Do Pass on SB 2147. 
 
Senator Rust: Second. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 7 Yeas; 0 Nays; 0 Absent. 
 
Motion Carries. 
 
Senator Elkin will carry the bill. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
A bill relating to admission committee members for the veterinary medical education 
program 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2, 3 

 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Opened the hearing on SB 2147. 
 
Greg Lardy, Associate Vice President of - Agricultural Affairs, North Dakota State University, 
(NDSU): (Attachment 1) He is in support, and would like change in committee structure.  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Any questions from the committee?  
  
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Is this exclusive to NDSU?  There are students that study pre-
veterinary courses at other institutions across the state.  How does this process help the 
student who is doing pre-veterinary science at one of the other eleven institutions across the 
state?  
 
Greg Lardy:  The program is open to students from all eleven institutions across the state of 
North Dakota. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Any further questions? 
 
Deana Wiese, ND Veterinary Medical Association: (Attachment 2) In support. The changes 
in this bill will provide North Dakota State University with the flexibility needed to appoint an 
appropriate admission committee. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: Any questions? 
 
Rep. Pat D. Heinert: Can you tell me how many students a year are accepted from North 
Dakota to Kansas State?  
 
Deana Wiese: I do not have those numbers. But there is a University system representative 
here to answer that question for you.  
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Vice Chairman- Cynthia Schreiber-Beck   Any support for SB2147? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil, North Dakota University System (NDUS): We are in support of this 
amendment to offer flexibility in who’s appointed to the committee. This scholarship program 
applies to North Dakota resident students under “the peace of application”, they would be 
eligible to apply for that. We take in applications annually. Right now we do interviews at 
NDSU, we have a committee that comes in, someone from the legislature is appointed and 
someone from the vet area at NDSU, we also have a veterinarian sitting on the committee, 
then someone from Kansas State. We all come together for one day to interview the students. 
We have up to five slots for students we fill annually. We interview 8 to 12 applicants each 
year.  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck Any questions? 
 
Rep. Pat D. Heinert: Of those five slots, what schools did those individuals graduate from? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil: I don’t have that off the top of my head. I will find that out for the last two 
years? 
 
Rep. Pat D. Heinert: I would like to know where their hometown is and what college they 
graduated from.  
 
Brenda Zastoupil: I will get that information for you. (attachment 3) 
 
Vice Chairman- Cynthia Schreiber-Beck Any additional questions? 
 
Rep. Dennis Johnson:  Do the students self-apply or do they need letter of 
recommendation? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil: They do not need a letter of recommendation. We take applications in 
our office and evaluate them. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck Questions? 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  How do you determine who is a North Dakota resident? 
 
Brenda Zastoupil: They have to meet the residency requirements and the individual needs 
to be a North Dakota high school graduate. Not that it insures that the individual will come 
back to our state but that is our hope. 
 
Vice Chairman- Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: We will continue with support for SB2147?  Any 
opposition?    Neutral?   Seeing none.  
We will Close the hearing on SB2147. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
Relating to admission committee members for the veterinary medical education program 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Owens: Opened the hearing on SB 2147. 
 
Rep. Schreiber-Beck      Moved a Do Pass on SB 2147 
 
Rep. Hager: Seconded 
 
A roll call vote was taken:   Yes     12    No     0      Absent     2 
 
Do Pass carries 
 
Rep. Hager will carry SB 2147 
 
Chairman Owens:  Hearing closed. 
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