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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to publication of election results. 
 

Minutes:                                                  Att #1 –Sen. Hogue; Att #2 – Donnell Preskey; Att #3 – 
Steve Andrist; Att # 4 – Cecile Wehrman; 

 
Chairman Davison: We will open the hearing on SB2062. 
 
Sen. Hogue: I am here to introduce this bill. This came from the last session. I have attached 
HCR3014. (see att #1) In the House, they had a series of bills and the cost of service. They 
looked at who should be paying for the cost. They also looked at if the publication is needed. 
They decided to study the matter. (2.32) During the interim, legislative management decided 
to study these publication requirements. I chaired the committee. Some counties thought 
they should not have to pay for the publications. Newspapers want transparency so we ought 
to keep publishing these election results. This statute has been around a long time. I felt 
compelled to bring this in a bill. The information is so readily available the day of each 
election. Any questions? 
 
Chairman Davison: I do agree with you. It is a compelling argument. I think of my 84-year-
old dad in the nursing home. That newspaper that shows up every day, and it is his life line. 
 
Sen. Hogue:  We heard that argument in the interim.  They watch TV in long term facilities. 
The newspapers said they are the ultimate true news. (9.28) 
 
Devra Smestad, Ward County Auditor/Treasurer: I am in support of this bill. We have the 
AP and Minot Daily news. By the time we do canvasing the following week, we are a week 
behind. Our web site is immediate. I feel it is old fashion to have it in the newspaper.  
 
Donnell Preskey, N.D. Assoc. of Counties: I am also director for the Auditors Assoc. (see 
att #2) This was studies in the Judiciary committee. This bill is what county auditors identified 
as unnecessary publications. By the time everything is made official, it is two weeks after the 
election. If counties do not have a web site, they should publish in newspapers.   
 
Sen. Erin Oban: This is not we buy law make them print in the newspaper. You have a 
problem with auditors paying for it, right? 
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Donnell: No, we have no problem with results printed in newspaper. It is not that expensive. 
We were asked in the interim to identify top publication requirements that they saw an 
unnecessary. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: That is ultimately the problem, putting the cost on the counties? 
 
Donnell:  Yes. (15.39) 
 
Chairman Davison: In favor? Agencies? Any opposition? 
 
Steve Andrist, Ex. Dir. N.D. Newspaper Assoc.: I represent 78 weekly and 10 daily 
newspapers in N.D. (see att #3) Government transparency is very important. There may be 
a time when we stop publishing, but the time is not now.  
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: (21.47) I read the newspaper to stumble upon good stuff. I think this is 
a money issue.  
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Isn’t this about who pays for it? 
 
Steve: This bill does not affect who pays but whether it’s paid for. It would be the counties 
paying for it. It is not that much cost. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: How would you feel if the law ways you must publish and take on the costs 
themselves. I don’t think it is because of the law that those things get published in the 
newspaper. I think they would get published anyway. (23.17) 
 
Steve: I agree. That much will be published. Details may not be ion there.  
 
Sen. Erin Oban: If we change the language to say a newspaper ‘must’ print the results, 
would you support it? 
 
Steve: We would not support if we have to at our expense. I think it is a first amendment 
issue. We are a vendor and expect to be paid. 
 
Cecile Wehrman, Publisher of The Journal-Crosby/Tioga Tribune: (see att# 4) I am 
opposed to this bill. We spend 28 cents per citizen to publish the abstract of votes in the 
Journal. (25.37) Not much cost. Older people cannot find results on Secretary of State web 
site. Plus, it is hard to train them and most do not have computers. 
 
Chairman Davison: This bill does not say that your county can’t put it in newspaper. It just 
says either. So they still can in your county. 
 
Cecile: Yes, they could. They are concerned with cost. They would prefer a web site. 
Counties usually want the easy way out, it seems. 
 
Carol Two Eagles:  I am against this bill.  My residence is Standing Rock, but I know a lot 
about all reservations. There are many places on reservations that can’t get internet. If their 
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county opts to not publish results, we have nothing. We need something on paper. I wish you 
would strengthen the bill to promote publication in areas of no service or limited service. We 
do watch what happened throughout the state. They need to know what happens off the 
reservations.  
 
Chairman Davison: Any more in opposition? We will close the hearing. (32.18) 
 
 



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Sheyenne River Room, State Capitol 

SB2062 
2/14/2019 

No recording 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to publication of election results. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison:  What are the committee wishes?  
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: I just think the argument is precinct by precinct issue and really don’t 
think this is an issue.  
 
Chairman Davison: Other thoughts? 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: I move a DO NOT PASS.                Sen. Erin Oban: I second  
 
Vice Chair Meyer: The ‘may’ is not forcing them to do it. It gives them the option. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: I struggle with this because I think the final record printed is good.  
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: I go back to the feeling that the newspaper is the truth in older people 
for sure. 
 
Chairman Davison: Any more discussion? Take the roll:   YES --  4     NO  --  3    -0-absent 
The DO NOT PASS – passed.   Sen. Shawn Vedaa will carry the bill. 
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