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Chair Lee: Called for the clerk to read the bill. 
 
Senator Kathy Hogan: Attached testimony #1. 
 
Pamela Sagness, Director of the Behavioral Health Division, Department of Human 
Services: Testified in support of SB 2032. Testimony Attachment # 2.  
 
Chair Lee: Do you want to give us an overview of this handout? 
 
Pamela Sagness: This handout is used to educate people to what peer support is and what 
it looks like in behavior health. Mainly focusing on the effectiveness of Peer Support. It’s 
important to educate people that Peer Support is a necessary component of what we would 
consider to be a collaborative team approach. Much of this work is developing this 
comprehensive team approach. Everyone has different needs and paths to recovery.  
 
Chair Lee: If you haven’t ever gone on the website for Pam’s division, there is an enormous 
amount of really good stuff there. The resources available for peoples’ personal use and that 
to post in public places.  
 
Pamela Sagness: Absolutely, the website is on the bottom of the handout. We also have 
parentsleague.org, where we provide info that is available for individuals who may be seeking 
services themselves. We have a service locator on the website, that can identify for example 
the opioid treatment programs, substance abuse programs throughout the state. We are also 
connected with a national locator. We have a free prevention and resource media center, 
where all of our resources can be directly mailed to individuals who live in the state at no 
cost.  
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Senator Anderson: We developed some criteria with the department of corrections. I 
wonder why now are we just developing what they have to do, when what you have here 
says we already have them working. Can you explain whether we are just training now people 
we have working or how does that work? 
 
Pamela Sagness: What we’re looking at with certification is a broad baseline. We need to 
ensure basic standards with things like ethics, continued education, super vision, the things 
that would be those national standards. In order to ensure that Peer Support services in this 
state are quality services and that there is support available. There was a question yesterday 
regarding, “how do we ensure that we have Peers who are providing effective services?”, a 
large component of that is having coordinated supervision and support. It’s important to look 
at this similarly as you would with addiction counselors. Addiction Counselors for example 
have a minimum requirement for education, training, testing, etc. Once they are licensed, the 
model they use is dependent on who they are, what their training was, and who they serve. 
That’s much similar to Peer support. We are not asking to choose one model, we’re saying 
there are minimum standards and then the model used will depend on the different agencies. 
There are many different programs with different standards. The majority of Peers we have 
trained right now, don’t have work. We have to have reimbursement. If we don’t have that, 
they will need to have the certification in order to be reimbursed through that program. All of 
these things are tied together. Our request is simply to get the authority; the rewriting process 
would follow this session and will be a very public process. Our intent is not to require 
certification.  
 
(13:11) Senator Larsen: Is this training online or would I need to travel? Will it be a smooth 
transition? 
 
Pamela Sagness: We are not prescribing one certain way of training. There is a 40-hour 
online training through the ATTC, which is federally funded. We have been doing in-person 
training. There are many options. Working with UND to draft some standards.  
 
Carlotta McCleary, Executive Director for Mental Health America of ND, and North 
Dakota Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health: Testified in support of SB 
2032 on behalf of Mental Health Advocacy Network (MHAN). 
Provided Attachment #3. 
 
(18:36) Trina Gress, Vice President of Community Options: Testified in favor of SB 2032.  
Provided Attachment # 4. 
 
(21:46) Jessica Thomasson, CEO Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota: Testified 
in support of 2032. Provided written testimony Attachment #5. 
 
Senator Clemens: What is a fair number of clients a Peer Support Specialist could handle? 
 
Jessica Thomasson: That is a good question. It depends on the amount of time they can 
dedicate to their work. The standard we have used to contract with, we say about 4 to 5 
people. That is not full time, more of on the side. How it would look if we were able to 
professionalize it, would be different.  
Adam Martin, Executive Director of F5 Project: Testified in support of SB 2032.  
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We would rather do Peer Support then care coordination. We don’t want to just check a box, 
but share our experience. We need this to be professionalized. We believe in all roads to 
recovery. There isn’t a magic bullet to recovery, but this could be one of the keys to helping 
our communities.  
 
(27:18) Senator Roers: Answer the same question Senator Clemens just asked. What does 
the case load look like for your organization? 
 
Adam Martin: This is so new; it is difficult to answer. For our organization it is more than 5. 
It is a language of the heart, it’s a different conversation. We aren’t telling people what to do, 
it’s easier for us to just walk that path with them. I personally sponsor 10 guys in Alcohols 
Anonymous, and I have a case load of 5. If I did this full time, I think I could personally do 
Peer Support for 20 people. 
 
Senator Larsen: What does continuing education credit cost? Is there an easy path to go 
from Peer Support to addiction counselor, are those continuing education credits transferable 
to a college degree or is it just a certificate? 
 
Adam Martin: May have to ask Pam on that. Being a Peer Support specialist is the gateway 
to a new career. This is providing a more professional way to go down that path. About the 
transferring of credits, I’m not sure.  
 
Senator Clemens: What is a typical day with clients? Sometimes your one on one or is it a 
group activity? 
 
Adam Martin: From our perspective on Peer Support, we meet frequently with our peers. 
Phone calls, office visits, emails, texts, community gatherings. It’s like a mentorship. It’s lived 
experience and walking side by side with them. I thought at first money would effect that 
language of the heart. It doesn’t it helps people specialize and be there more often. I went to 
AA for 15 years, only 5 years ago I sobered up. I felt outcast. From a Peer support view, it’s 
important we don’t outcast, but create options. We have had many different types of people 
in our offices, it takes many people and a lot of training. Answering the phone at 2 AM isn’t a 
counselor issue, it’s a Peer Support issue.  
 
Chair Lee: The Peer Support training is not a semester long, intensive education. It’s a short 
course. So it is unlikely those hours would ever apply towards a degree. It won’t be a big step 
up on the ladder, maybe spur someone on in a new direction, but not a degree in itself.  
 
(35:02) Pam Sagness: Just to clarify. When we look at continuing Ed, we would provide that 
through different formats. With this bill and making Peer Support a certified practice, we 
would provide yearly and necessary training. They would receive that at no or low cost. We 
have Federal funding specifically for these services.  
 
Chair Lee: Explained how Legislative mannerisms and communication through chair works.  
 
Senator Anderson: Protocol is more to keep ourselves in line then you. It depersonalizes 
any conflict in the actual committee.  
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(38:40) Kurt Snyder, Chair of ND Behavioral Health Planning Council, and ND Board of 
Addiction Councilor Examiners, Executive Director of the Heart View Foundation: 
Testified in support of SB 2032. We believe that certification in very important. Learned 
experience versus lived experience, they are both extremely important. Certification would 
help these people be more equipped. One of the biggest things we’ve dealt with is 
professionalism, ethics and boundaries in that role to be successful.  
 
(42:40) Chair Lee: Recommended Mr. Snyder get a lobbyist pin. Asked for further testimony. 
 
(43:02) Emma Quinn, Representing herself and all mentally ill people. Testified in 
support of SB 2032. Please see Attachment #6 for testimony. 
 
(48:37) Ryan Hensley, Care Coordinator and Peer Support Specialist at ND Adult and 
Teen Challenge: Testified in support of SB 2032. Please see Attachment #7 for testimony.   
 
(50:47) Hannah Vansteenvourt, On behalf of North Dakota Adult and Teen Challenge 
(NDATC). Testifying in support of SB 2032. Testimony is as follows: Went through teen 
challenge, and recently went through the Peer Support program. I was looking for a purpose 
in myself and drugs, until I came to the end of myself and realized there was no purpose. I 
found teen challenge while in jail, and it changed my life. Graduated out of the program in 
July. The most important aspect is community. It is easier to relate to someone who has 
walked down the same path as me. We stoop down to their level and pick them up where 
they’re at. We show them hope, because we are living it. Now I am the one getting to help 
people up. For me Peer Support also helps me to live that life. I have a vision and purpose 
to my life and am able to show others that.  
 
Chair Lee: Thank you and congratulations on your recovery.  
 
(56:45) Sydney Mcorvy, Bismarck: Testified in support of SB 2032. Struggled with 
substance abuse. Very passionate about this program and helping others stay away from the 
things I’ve had to go through. I have over 3 years of sobriety, and am now a Peer Support 
Specialist. I am very proud to be a part of this after hearing the testimonies today. 
 
(1:00:23) Lorraine Davis, Native American Development Center : Just wanted to state 
agreement for everything that was said. Testified in support of SB 2032.  
 
Chair Lee: Called for opposition testimony on SB 2032. Being none, closed the hearing.  
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Madam Chair Lee: Okay SB 2032 this was the peers support specialist’s certification. 
 
Senator Hogan: The fiscal note that came from the way we did peer support certification 
which is through Free Through Recovery of all the stories we heard was through a federal 
grant and the collections side and that’s where this 275,000-dollar number came from and 
that is included in the FTE. They did that by a contract and so that’s where the number came 
from.  
 
Senator K. Roers: Just to make sure, you said this 275,000 is inclusive of the FTE? 
 
Senator Hogan: Yes.  
 
Senator Hogan: That’s the basis on where did this fiscal note come from is that we used the 
same model but are expanding it to other groups but in the original plan the specific duties 
weren’t defined, so we are being much more prescriptive of the expectations what the 
outcomes are. 
 
Madam Chair Lee: Peer support specialist certification, 275,000 dollars in general funds and 
the same from federal funds. I think we heard a lot about book yesterday and today and the 
educational programs have been very involved in one of them but the certification for training 
that is pretty much set up so it is just a matter of more and more people who get engaged in 
the good web.  
 
Senator Hogan: I think this certification that we currently have is primarily targeted at 
substance use disorder so we have to do both mental health and children’s mental health so 
it will end up being 3 or 4 like she said a whole set of patterns and we will probably end up 
with 4 or 5 packages of peer certification. They are all different but the standards would be 
the same. It’s the way of really engaging which church groups and what local communities 
and all the local initiatives. I love what the jail Chaplin has done in Fargo.  
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Senator O. Larsen: It’s not something that I want to inject now but in the future I hope we 
can support that it really bothers me on the continuing education certification that when these 
folks try to transition to another higher form of education it’s that road block that we all hear 
about is that no those don’t qualify for college credits and am hoping that after this goes 
forward and we continue with the continuing education that somebody will come forward and 
work with the colleges and have that because we have seen it with the marriage and family 
counselors and everybody else that they are out there and they are working in the trenches 
and then all of a sudden they want to be a director or want to move on and they hit that brick 
wall than it doesn’t count. If we could be proactive and make sure that this starts moving into 
the direction of where they can get paid for their education but just so we don’t get stuck in 
that rut.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: The thing is, is it is a one-week program. I don’t believe that my bio-
chemistry class that I spent 30 hours of lab a week in for a semester plus 5 hours of lecture 
a week could possibly be equivalent to a 5 day all day class.  
 
Senator O. Larsen: I agree with that, with the certain parts of the curriculum and as you look 
at your whole degree, when I was doing my education degree I think it was 36 elective credits, 
but what she just did with her continuing education would not count for that 36 elective credit.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: That was a short course.  
 
Senator O. Larsen: In teaching to lane change and make more money you have to go and 
get continuing education because that conveniently align with the university systems. So you 
pay 50 dollars and you go to the weekend in Fargo and maybe attend one deal and put your 
name on the sheet and you’ve got you college credit that went towards my master’s degree.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: I don’t disagree with the whole latter concept of that at all. 
 
Senator Hogan: I thought it was interesting what Kurt Snyder said, the addiction licensing 
board had talked about making peer support people under their licensing. It’s a little 
dangerous step because they micro manage everything. They are talking about it from a 
different point of view and that was fascinating to me.  
 
Senator O. Larsen: It’s not just in my issue when I was a technician in the 70’s I never knew 
I was going to be a teacher, but that transition was very fluid as compared to an English 
teacher to do the same thing and I don’t understand why it’s not. I taught in the school when 
I was doing it, so I would like to see the same thing my wife talks about the LICSW’s and all 
of that and where that deal is and I understand that. 
 
Senator Clemens: What people are going to now is real life experience stuff. I can see if 
they go into maybe some selective curriculum like counseling. What they are doing now could 
be accredited towards their internship, so maybe that can be implemented at some point.  
 
Senator K. Roers: I do a lot of continuing education because I have to have multiple licenses 
for my job so I have to be licensed in both Minnesota and North Dakota, but the requirements 
for continuing education are different in Minnesota than they are in North Dakota. How I 
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actually envisioning it is because, often the classes that I take for continuing education don’t 
quite have the meat that a college course has, I wonder if there wasn’t a way to actually 
reverse that path. So if I do decide to go on for that degree the class that I am taking can 
count towards my continuing education for the job that I am currently holding. That might just 
be a smoother transition so that I’m not having to do continuing education and pursuing my 
degree I think that may be a little bit easier for people that they will accept accredited 
universities course work as continuing education, rather than the opposite way around 
because I think you just don’t get quite the same depth that you would in a full semester 
course.  
 
Senator Anderson: The board of pharmacy and medicine do accredit college courses for 
continuing education so I don’t know about the board of nursing. We do allow continuing 
education for those things.  
 
Senator K. Roers: For my professional certification I can claim some college course like if 
I’m teaching a course or doing a conference speaking I can utilize that as ours for my 
professional certification but I don’t know if I can use it as directly for my license.  
 
 Senator Anderson: One of the difficulties with Senator O. Larsen’s idea is, higher education 
is very against giving you college credit on something that they haven’t done themselves. 
For example, we have a technician training program and if (inaudible) runs the program, it’s 
like a correspondents course but they won’t give college credit for that because they didn’t 
come on campus and take the course. Plus, you have to be a college student to receive 
credit which means having to pay tuition if you’re going to get any credit for any of those 
courses.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: I’m not going to do a lot of work on that until we see how the election 
goes for that three board model because I’m not betting the farm on that one going through 
with the voters. I just can’t see the voters going for that. I hope I’m wrong and that they figure 
out a way to do it.  
 
Senator O. Larsen: I motion a DO PASS AND REREFER TO APPROPRIATIONS of SB 
2032.  
Seconded by Senator K. Roers 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN: 
6 YEA, 0 NAY, 0 ABSENT  
SENATOR O. LARSEN WILL CARRY SB 2032 TO THE FLOOR.  
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