
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 SENATE APPROPRIATIONS 
 

SB 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Harvest Room, State Capitol 

SB 2019 
1/11/2019 

JOB # 30703 
 

☐ Subcommittee 
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Committee Clerk:    Alice Delzer/Dan Johnston                                                                                                      

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
 A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the parks and 
recreation department.  
 

Minutes:                                                 1. Parks & Recreation Department testimony 
with Power point.  

2. Strategic Plan 2018-2022 for Parks & Rec.  
3. Tim Chapman, Director, International 

Peace Garden testimony.  
4. Dana Schaar Jahner, NDRPA Testimony  

 
Chairman Holmberg: called the Committee to order on SB 2019 at 10:00 am in the Harvest 
Room.  All committee members were present. Stephanie Gullickson, OMB and Chris 
Kadrmas, Legislative Council were also present.  The subcommittee for SB 2019 is Senator 
Sorvaag Chair.; Senator Bekkedahl and Senator Mathern.  
 
 Melissa Baker, Director of ND Parks & Rec Department: See Attachment #1 for testimony 
in support of SB 2019, in addition to PowerPoint presentation.  See Attachment #2 for 
Strategic Plan 2018-2022.  
 
(8:00) Senator Bekkedahl: I have a question on the land and water grant applications on 
this page; when you say you awarded ten applications at $2.2 million, is that the extent of 
the dollars that were available for the match or is that the total dollars including the local 
match?    
 
Melissa Baker: That is the dollars that we awarded; that does not include the match. 
 
Senator Bekkedahl: So in a biennium you get $2.2 million? 
 
Melissa Baker:   Yes, that is what we had to expend this biennium in land and water 
conservation fund. We are actually asking for an increase in those federal dollars this year, 
because we anticipate an additional federal dollars coming to the program.    
 
(8:49) Melissa Baker: Continued with her presentation. 
 
(12:43) Chairman Holmberg:  Where are your teepees located?   
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Melissa Baker: we have them in a number of parks and if you look in the bottom right hand 
slide you will see the colored lines that show the different park we have teepees and yurts 
in. We have them in Cross Ranch, Fort Ransom, Fort Abraham Lincoln, Icelandic, Turtle 
River and Lake Metigoshe.  I am probably missing some, but many of our parks have 
overnight facilities. She proceeded with her testimony regarding overnight accommodations.  
She discussed some of the reason for the lack of use in the shoulder months or winter 
months.  
 
(5:16) Senator Robinson: Would we expect most of that activity in the winter time to be 
North Dakota residents? 
 
Melissa Baker: I suspect that would true. I have not pulled that data out; I believe I can pull 
that data.   
Continued with testimony. 
 
(29:00) Senator Bekkedahl: On your years 2013-2017, those two years, was some of that 
peak activity relative to the impact we saw with the oil industry where people were  just finding 
anyplace they could to put a trailer; and if that’s the case, do you expect we’ll ever get to that 
high peak we had in 2015 and 2017.  
 
Melissa Baker: We did have a lot of problems, however we have put in a series of rules that 
would keep people from living in3 our parks. We did not believe that it was the mission of our 
agency to provide long-term housing; it was the mission of our agency to provide recreation.  
What we believe we are really seeing that with the influx of cash, we had a lot of people buy 
toys and they still own those toys, so we don’t expect that to go down.  

 Continued with her power point concerning Budget Revenues.  
 
Chairman Holmberg: If someone made a reservation and they can’t make it, do they get a 
refund?  
 
Melissa Baker:  Yes they do get a refund, but we do charge a fee for cancellation. We do 
because you will find that some people will reserve a site not knowing whether or not they 
are coming and we want to make sure everyone who wants to come can come. 
     
(33:26) Senator Grabinger: I understand that you are going to do reservations for other 
agencies; Is there a fee for that and how is that set up? 
 
Melissa Baker:  We don’t have a plan to do that.   
 
Senator Grabinger:  Is that an option for them?  
 
Melissa Baker: We would have to look at our agreement.  We would have to talk about that 
to ascertain what the cost would be.  
 
Senator Erbele:  As long as we are talking about reservations, I had a person contact me 
who had a little frustration with the reservation process; Do you put that out as a contract with 
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a call center?  She had a feeling that the call went out of state, and that person didn’t know 
about the facility.  
 
Melissa Baker: In our past system, which started as a call center in North Dakota, they 
moved to Montana. In our new system, we will be working out of Fargo, and we will be work 
very closely with them to ensure that they will be properly trained. This call center out of 
Fargo also works in South Dakota and South Dakota gets very good service from them.  
Continued with testimony. 
 
 Senator Hogue: looks like your FTE’s went up 20% from the 15 to the 15-17 budget?    
 
Melissa Baker:  We had several staff throughout the agency that were temporary, so we 
had temporary people handling the lion’s share of the state’s cash; we had a high turnover 
in those positions. So the largest portion of that was administrative.   
Continued with her testimony. 
 
Senator Sorvaag: The executive recommendation says non-state maps, which in the letters 
it says Manitoba; is there any commitments? Because when we tore down the towers at the 
peace garden, no money ever came, to my understanding. So my question is, is there any 
commitment for their share?  
 
Melissa Baker:  We do not have a formal commitment yet, but I know the Peace Garden 
has been in discussion with the Manitoba government, and I know that the Governor has 
been speaking with the Premier and has high hopes for this project.  We expect there will be 
some match there. Over the last year and half my department has been meeting with the 
Peace Garden and as a part of those meetings the consulate from Minnesota has been 
meeting with us so that they can track very closely. Because their Ambassador and Premier 
had asked them to be a part of this discussion because they are interested in this project.  
 
Senator Robinson:  What do we see in traffic counts over the years in the Peace Garden?  
 
Tim Chapman:  we have not tracked the numbers well over the years. But we are hoping to 
change that; even an arm at the gate would give us great numbers that we can bring back. 
Traditionally we have used the numbers at the point of entry, which are not the most accurate 
because not everyone who goes through the point enters the Peace Garden.  
 
Melissa Baker:   Should we replace our counters we might be able to use our older ones to 
put there.    
Continued with her testimony. 
 
Senator Bekkedahl:  Is there going to be a net increase in costs by moving that position to 
ITD.  It’s not saving us any money?   
 
Melissa Baker: you will see some increased costs. The $283,523, a lot of that is the FTE 
position that comes down.   
Continued with testimony. 
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Senator Oehlke: Is there any activities you do to control watercraft from other states that 
might have aquatic nuisance species?     
 
Melissa Baker:   I will check and see what we are doing.  I know we provide some material.  
I wouldn’t want to mislead you on that.   
 
Tim Chapman, Director of International Peace Gardens: See attachment #3 for testimony 
in support of SB 2019.  
Chairman Holmberg: we have given Senator Krebsbach a sabbatical from this budget, we 
are letting Senator Bekkedahl become our succulent guy. There was a lot of interest and 
actually a lot of disagreement with the House and the Senate over the succulent. This 
committee has been very supportive of the International Peace Gardens.  
 
Dana Schaar Jahner, Executive Director of the ND Recreation Park Association: 
testified in favor of SB 2019 and provided Attachment # 4. (1.13.01) `            
 
Mason Sisic, Travel Alliance Partnership:  We would like to add our verbal support of SB 
2019.   
 
Chairman Holmberg: Anyone else? We will close the hearing on SB 2019.  The 
subcommittee has been announced on that.  
 
(There was further discussion on this recording amongst the committee members regarding 
mineral royalties.  However, the discussion was not pertinent to the Department of Parks and 
Rec.) 
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