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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution directing the Legislative Management to consider studying the issues 
of fairness and equity as they relate to child support guidelines and obligor model. 
 

Minutes:                                                 1-3 

 
Representative Steve Vetter:   Introduced bill.  Handed out letter from Kevin Ferguson a 
North Dakota father wanting change in current child support laws.  (Attachment 1). 
(0:05:04) 
 
Representative Todd Porter When was share parenting on the ballot? 
 
Rep. Vetter:  2-3 sessions ago. 
 
Andy Hendrickson, citizen:    In support, see (Attachment 2). 
(0:11:45) 
 
Shawn Cassen, attorney:    In support recently divorced and realized the work this area 
needs.  Why are we not looking at both parents’ income?  Or incorporate the cost of raising 
a child.   
(0:17:09) 
 
Representative Karen Rohr:  How many states have changed their models based on the 
study? 
 
Shawn Cassen:  I’m uncertain. 
 
Beau Koffler, citizen:    In support, written testimony not provided:   Ordered to pay $3200.00 
in child support, recently lost job with the company he helped build.  Impossible for the paying 
party to get ahead in life.  Should be based on what it costs to raise a child.  There is nothing 
in place to insure the money is spent on child. It’s nothing more than a blank check. Not trying 
to get out of father responsibility, but it needs to be regulated and fair.  One party is always 
held down by the other which creates animosity which in turn makes co-parenting impossible. 
(0:25:51) 
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Bobby Brown, citizen:    In support, written testimony not provided. Has 2 children and 
divorced, trying to grow his business.  But there’s no incentive to working hard when you fall 
into the child support system.  Ex was granted the right to move children 4 hours to better 
her business which provides an income that is not considered. 
(0:31:06) 
 
Gentleman who got the measure on the ballot:   In support, written testimony not received.  
How do we get things so that the children are getting the same from each parent?   Make 
child more equitable to both parents. 
 
John Hanson, citizen, Fargo:  Child support is turned into a blank check.  Often times there 
are new families, new kids.  The money should be provided and set aside beyond an amount 
for monthly bills.   
 
Jim Fleming, Director of the Child Support Division of North Dakota Department  of Human 
Services: Neutral, written testimony, see (Attachment 3).    There is not an epidemic of high 
child support orders in ND.  We know how the story ends here.  The average order size if 
534.63 a month. ND has 1 of 7 obligor model, it is not out of date.  If we gather income data 
from parents it’s going to double the time to do a review, that will increase to 10 FTE.  This 
is not a small feat.  Perception VS. Reality. Back to the 700.00 child care bill, it would take a 
net income of 3700.00.  It’s essentially is a 19 multiplier.  
 
Rep. Rohr:    I feel like you intellectualizing.  What are the other 43 states doing?  What can 
we do to help other than looking at a chart and remember there are people.  Spousal VS. 
Child support? 
 
Jim Fleming;   The law and orders make a clear break between spousal support and child 
support.  Much of the time the obligation they are paying comes to half if not less than raising 
the child. 
 
Representative Kathy Skroch: You talked about why things are good per the status quo. 
Do you have any suggestion to fix some of the problems that we heard today.   
 
Jim Fleming:  Our drive as a collection agency is to try to get smaller commitments rather 
than larger.  We continue to adjust the guidelines, discount received after 100 nights instead 
of 160.  We are collecting 76% every month of what is wrote.  In an income shares model, 
you will not get a discount for a second family. 
 
Rep. Skroch: Are people notified regarding the changes? 
 
Jim Fleming: Yes 
 
Chairman Weisz: Closed the meeting. 
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