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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Consider studying, in consultation with Department of Commerce, Department of Human 
Services & private sector; desirability & feasibility of developing & expanding asset-building 
opportunities, including a review of state & federal policies associated with government 
assistance which impede or improve low-income workers' ability to earn more income. 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Keiser:  Opens the hearing on HR 3044. 
 
Josh Boschee~District 44:  Introduces HCR 3044.  This resolution deals with people who 
are living in poverty in ND.  When I talked with our county social services offices, one of the 
concerns was while people have the title of a case manager, rarely is the person working for 
the state helping families figure out & navigate the process.  Do to the policies set by the 
federal government & sometimes state government, they are just auditing personal accounts. 
 
We found that we make black & white laws for a gray world.  The goal of this resolution is 
how do define poverty in ND.  Several states have defined a sustained ability but ND doesn’t 
have that.  We need to define that line. 
 
We need to determine which of our polices, federal or state designed, are impeding North 
Dakotans from being to move up & out of poverty.  What works. 
 
Sometime our programs limit the amount of income they can make.  When they make more 
income working extra, they end up making up too much, they may no longer qualify for those 
programs.  
 
I would like for us to look at other opportunities for people with help their needs.  This is 
basically the same language introduced last session where it passed both chambers but 
wasn’t selected for a study. 
 
4:00 
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Rep Schauer:  You study but then what?  What can this study do in a real way? 
 
Rep Boschee:  We have great employees won’t take additional shifts or management 
positions because they would lose the subsistence. 
 
Rep P Anderson:  In the middle, you have the population over the age of 55.   Are you 
concerned that the age group of over 65?  Is it going to be poorer, any thoughts? 
 
Rep Boschee:  I don’t know the answer to that but I hope this study will help with that. 
 
Rep P Anderson:  Without this group of 65 & older, what impact is this going to have?   Are 
we prepared for that? 
 
Rep Boschee:  Our state has done some good things.  How can we help employers to 
incentivize the savings of employees?  If we work together we can find out what to do for 
people. 
 
Rep D Ruby:  On the back page, estimating the number of individuals living with low incomes 
for the next 10 years.  Would it be useful information if we knew if they are staying or cycling 
in & out?  Are we trying to figure out who is staying or cycling out?  
 
Rep Boschee:  That’s a great thing to figure out.  The flat line when looking at data, is it flat 
because of staying in or in & out.  They couldn’t answer that. 
 
Rep D Ruby:  Stepping up for advancements, they have to get a good advancement.  The 
people’s disabilities, programs all have different criteria, they are scared of losing the 
program.  Is it going to look into all the different programs & how they would conflict with each 
other? 
 
Rep Boschee:  That is not in the bill, but look for how the policies will be sustainable.  
 
Chairman Keiser:  Line 9 & line 11, do you have any data for state by state? 
 
Rep Boschee:  I can give you that information.  I can tell you is, ND is doing a little better. 
 
Chairman Keiser:  If these numbers are the lowest in the country, can we really have the 
expectation to improve?  
 
Rep Boschee:  What would it look like of legislature said we hope to have that number be 
zero by 2025. 
 
Chairman Keiser:  If these numbers are the lowest in the country, can we really have an 
impact because of different variables.  We can study it, but there is nothing that we can really 
come up.   
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Rep Boschee:  If you refer to page 2, line 5, working with the health department is that we 
develop our self-sufficiency standard.  That is our number for the state of ND, taking in the 
variables. 
 
Rep D Ruby:  It would be nice to know the people who are slightly above the poverty level. 
 
Chairman Keiser:  Anyone else here to testify in support, opposition, neutral position?  
Closed the hearing on HCR 3044.  What are the wishes of the committee? 
 
Rep D Ruby:  Moves a do pass & placed on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Rep Kasper:  Second. 
 
Chairman Keiser:  Further discussion? 
 
Rep Kasper:  Gave a story about a manager who said that all his workers can’t work because 
they would lose their benefits, it will cost me more to work than to not work.  That an area we 
need to study to find out how we can make our programs to work for the private sector. 
 
Roll call was taken on HCR 3044 for a Do Pass & places on the Consent Calendar with 
13 yes, 0 no, 1 absent & Rep Schauer is the carrier.   
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area does a tremendous job in helping people get prepared for their work but there isn’t a lot 
of incentive for them to do that other than their personal wealth. When you’re in poverty, as 
its already been testified, the future isn’t necessarily your focus it is day to day living and 
trying to meet the needs of your family. If these services can be expanded where there isn’t 
that cliff, it’s kind of a ratcheting down of service to help them get prepared, I think we would 
be much more successful than we are right now. I will entertain any questions that you may 
have. 
 
Senator Hogan: Do you have any idea of your TANF households reach the fiver year limit.  
 
Chip Ammerman: Not very many.  
 
Madam Chair Lee: I just recently read that exact same thing that it is really a matter of eight 
months or something like that is an average in my time rather than, long stretches. 
 
Chip Ammerman: TANF is a very successful program. One of their dilemmas are when they 
just start a job or when they lose some benefits it is not a big incentive to get off of services.  
 
Senator O. Larsen: I’m the guy who goes into these households when they start making 
more money and have to sign them up for health insurance and they are very irritated when 
that happens. I was wondering, do you think there is a barrier with modified adjusted income 
that people are not choosing to get married so that they combine that income and then it 
bumps them off so that they can continue to stay unmarried and receive services? 
 
Chip Ammerman: I’m not an economic assistance expert so my knowledge is somewhat 
limited my understanding it is a household income regardless if your married or not to be 
considered. Do we see people not getting married so those incomes aren’t necessarily 
getting combined, it’s the income of whoever is in the household at the particular time, that 
is my understanding?  
 
Madam Chair Lee: Any last comments on HCR 3044?  
 
Madam Chair Lee closes the hearing on HCR 3044.  
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