
 
 
 
 
 

2019 HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 
 

HCR 3034 

 

 

 

 

  



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

HCR 3034 
2/15/2019 

32855 
 

☐ Subcommittee 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to voting on constitutional amendments at general elections 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-2 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HCR 3034. 
 
Vice Chair Steiner appeared in support.  Attachment 1. (1:38-4:04) 
 
Rep. Schneider:  Was this proposed to the initiated measure committee? 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  Yes.  They had discussion on it, and it was withdrawn.  A citizen had 
brought it forward.  A democrat senator had opposed it, because her thought was that if the 
committee that is pushing the initiated measure would prefer the June primary, it might work 
better for their purposes to have it pass in June.     
 
Rep. Vetter:  If this were to pass, would this be voted on by the people, or is this just statue? 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  Ironically, it could be voted on in the primary, because that is still 
allowed.  My purpose would be to have it voted on in November.  This would move all 
constitutional votes to November.  
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Do you have faith that the people of North Dakota can make their own 
decisions? 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  I do, but I do have the timing concerns that were brought up in 
committee yesterday.  If we have 10 of these on the ballot, I don’t know how many are going 
to come forward out of this legislative session.  Maybe they will get ballot fatigue, and by the 
time they get to this one, they are not interested any more in those types of issues. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Do you feel this causes any kind of hurdle for citizen groups to move forward 
with initiated measures by moving it to the general? 
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Vice Chair Steiner:  I have not been involved with one of these, and I don’t know if it is a 
bigger hurdle for them or not.  I imagine that they would have to convince more voters.     
 
Opposition 
 
Attachment 2 was given by Kevin Herrmann, Beulah, in opposition.  He was unable to 
attend the hearing. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing.  
 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HCR 3034.  (10:32) 
 
Rep. Rohr made a motion for a DO PASS.   
 
Rep. Schauer seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. Louser:  When the version of this was in the commission, I voted no for two reasons.  
One reason is it is up to the sponsoring committee who has the ballot measure and their 
ability to get signatures and requirements that are placed on them by our process may 
preclude them from being successful and getting on the ballot at that time.  The other 
discussion was the general election ballot, while typically has a lot more voters, also has a 
lot more on the ballot.  A good argument could be made for a constitutional amendment being 
the top thing on the ballot in the June primary, so that may drive voters in and eliminate the 
ballot confusion and the need to try to campaign during a general election.     
    
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I am going to support this.  I do trust that the voters have the ability to 
navigate the issues that are on the ballot.    
 
Rep. Vetter:  There are so many more voters in the general election, so I think it makes 
sense especially when you are changing the constitution.  I think it would also be an 
advantage of one party over the other. 
 
Rep. Louser:  I am not that passionate about this one. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  I have an issue with this going around the initiated and referred measures 
study.   
 
A roll call vote was taken.  10-4, 0 absent.  At first Rep. Steiner was going to carry the bill, 
but later on she asked the chair if Rep. Koppelman could do so, and he agreed. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman will carry the bill.  
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to voting on constitutional amendments at general elections. 
 

Minutes:                                                   Att # 1 – Rep. Steiner ; Att # 2 – Kevin Herrmann 

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s open HCR3034. 
 
Rep. Vicky Steiner, Dist. 37, Dickinson: I am here to introduce this resolution. (att # 1) (.30-
3.25).  
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Statistics I would like to give you. 87% of all amendments in 100 years were 
put on by legislators. This resolution just pertains to initiated. Why wouldn’t this be proposed 
for all constitutional measures? (4.11) 
 
Rep. Steiner: My understanding is to amend the constitution; this would be the general 
election only. I thought we were just moving it from primary to general election. (4.26) 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: (5.02) I found it interesting that the majority were put on by legislators. We 
tend to debate the ones that the people put on. 
 
Rep. Steiner: I disagree with that statement. (5.06) It puts more voters in front of the measure 
is the intent.  
 
Chairman Davison: Any more testimony in support? Agency? Against? Hearing is closed. 
We will look at all the constitution related next week and vote. (6.12) 
 
Done (6.27) 
 
Att # 2 – Kevin Hermann (emailed) 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to voting on constitutional amendments at general elections. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison: We may as well deal with HCR3034 now.  What are the committee 
wishes? (.20) 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: I move a DO NOT PASS.                Vice Chair Meyer: I second. 
 
Chairman Davison: Discussion?  Call roll:  YES  --   5   NO  --  2      -0-absent. (.42) 
 
The DO NOT PASS – passed.                    Sen. Shawn Vedaa will carry the bill.  
 
Done (1.0) 
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