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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution urging congress to pass a federal prohibition on abortions performed 
20 weeks post fertilization 

Minutes:                                                 1 

 
Chairman Weisz: opened hearing 
 
Representative Vicky Steiner:  In support, See attached 1.  This resolution urges Congress 
to limit abortions performed.  
 
Chairman Weisz: Questions? 
 
Janne Myrdal, Senator:   One thing that comes up often, want abortions to be rare and safe.  
Here in ND we stand for life.   
 
Opposition:  NONE 
 
Chairman Weisz: Closed hearing 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution urging congress to pass a federal prohibition on abortions performed 
20 weeks post fertilization 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Weisz: opened hearing  
 
Representative Matthew Ruby: Motion Do Pass 
 
Representative Kathy Skroch: Second 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Seeing no further discussion on this Resolution 
 
 
Roll Call Vote Yes 11 No 2  Absent 1 
Motion Carries, Do Pass 
 
Representative Bill Tveit: carrier 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution urging Congress to pass a federal prohibition on abortions 
performed 20 weeks postfertilization. 

 
 

Minutes:                                                 3 Attachments 

 
Chair Larson opens the hearing on HCR 3029. Senator Osland and Senator Myrdal were 
absent. 
 
Vicky Steiner, District 37 Representative, testifies in favor (see attachment #1)  
 
(4:05) Mark Jorritsma, Executive Director of Family Policy Alliance of ND, testifies in 
favor (see attachments #2-3) 
 
(6:35) Christopher Dodson, ND Catholic Conference, testifies in favor 
 
Dodson: We often talk about states’ rights and where we draw the line for local control. 
When it comes to defending the basic human rights of someone, sometimes it’s appropriate 
for the higher order to step in. North Dakota did what they could do, but let’s do this for 
California, New York and others. The lives there need to be protected as well and that would 
take an act of congress. It is a legitimate role for congress and just as it was with the partial 
birth abortion act which was eventually upheld by the U.S. Supreme court. It took that action 
to get that to occur nationwide. We support this. 
 
Vice Chairman Dwyer: The previous speaker cited CDC data from 2015. Is that the most 
recent information?  
 
Dodson: I would think it’s very possible. I look a lot at abortion and pregnancy statistics. CDC 
data tends to lag behind, and abortion statistics are notoriously slow and incomplete because 
some states don’t require reporting like North Dakota does. It wouldn’t surprise me if 2015 
was the latest that the CDC would have.  
 
Jorritsma: He is correct. The 2018 report uses the 2015 data because of the lag. 
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(9:15) Grace Jochim, student and citizen, testifies in favor 
 
Jochim: I support this resolution because life is life. It’s crazy that we consider something 
like a molecule on Mars life, but we don’t consider a fetus life. If you kill a pregnant woman, 
it’s considered a double homicide, but we don’t consider a fetus life.  
 
Chair Larson: I applaud you for having your thoughts well formulated. 
 
Senator Luick: What year are you in school? 
 
Jochim: I’m a Senior in high school. 
 
Senator Luick: You stated they consider a molecule on Mars life. Where did you get that 
information? 
 
Jochim: We were talking about it the other day. 
 
Senator Luick: but it is true. Thank you. 
 
(11:05) Ken Koch, bus driver and citizen, testifies in favor 
 
Koch: Personally I support this. I remember well the debates that went on between President 
Reagan and Walter Mondale. I’ll never forget the line that President Reagan used when 
Walter Mondale was supporting abortions even then. Finally, Mr. Reagan looked at him and 
said, “Well that’s easy for you to say, your mother didn’t abort you”. I’ll never forget that line. 
As a bus driver for the Flasher school, I can’t imagine if one these kids would have been 
aborted and wouldn’t be with me today. 
 
(12:25) Jesse Bjerken, student and citizen, testifies in favor 
 
Bjerken: I’m in support and think we can reduce the age for when we consider a fetus viable. 
Before this I was a Junior at Trinity Catholic School in Dickenson. We talked about abortion 
for two weeks and considered what would be the right development of the fetus. They 
consider it life when we can see heart or brain activity. At that time, we shouldn’t allow 
abortion because we know they can feel pain and die. If we don’t see the fetus at that 
development stage, I would say it has the right of a mentally disabled in which they can’t 
speak for themselves and we do the thinking for them. 
 
Vice Chairman Dwyer: When you were having your two-week discussion, did you have 
discussion about when science tells us that occurs, when there’s brain activity or the heart 
starts beating? 
 
Bjerken: I don’t remember that far back, but I believe we did. We would say abortion would 
not be legal at that time. 
 
 
Chair Larson closes the hearing on HCR 3029. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution urging Congress to pass a federal prohibition on abortions 
performed 20 weeks postfertilization. 

 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments 

 
Chair Larson begins discussion on HCR 3029. 
 
Tom Tracy, Jamestown citizen, testifies in favor 
 
Tracy: I believe it’s very important that the North Dakota would send a very solid prolife 
message as often as they can, and this is an opportunity to do so. Things are really changing 
on the national level in regard to abortion. Parts of the New York legislature are cheering a 
ruling that a woman could deliver on Friday but have an abortion on Wednesday, and that’s 
hideous and unbelievable. Then to add to that, the Governor of Virginia is saying a baby 
could actually be born, but it was scheduled to be aborted, so maybe we’ll abort it. I really 
want to testify to the importance of this resolution for what this type of thinking can lead to. 
Don’t think for one second that this type of thinking wouldn’t lead to the other end of the 
spectrum to older people who have lived out their youthfulness and are no longer productive 
citizens anymore, worse- they’re sucking taxpayer’s money at an extremely high rate just to 
live out the last years of their lives. If you check Medicare statistics, about 70% of all Medicare 
funding goes for people that are 80 years old or older. In our current economy, we’re doing 
great overall. No matter where you are in the social economic ladder, health-wise you will get 
all the care you need through Medicare or insurance; practically nobody gets left out. 
However, if we ever have an economic downturn, and the money isn’t there to fund these 
programs, where are those cuts going to take place? If this type of thinking catches on, it 
won’t be only babies. We’re going to be at the other end of the spectrum where grandparents 
and great grandparents are going to go too. That’s something to think about. That’s why I 
believe this resolution needs to be passed, and North Dakota needs to send a message. 
 
Senator Luick: There are countries in Europe that do allow that today, adult euthanasia.  
 
Chair Larson ends discussion on HCR 3029. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution urging Congress to pass a federal prohibition on abortions 
performed 20 weeks postfertilization. 

 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments 

 
 
Chair Larson begins discussion on HCR 3029. Senator Osland was absent. 
 
Senator Luick: Motions for a Do Pass. 
Senator Myrdal: Seconds. 
 
A Roll Call vote was Taken: 4 yeas, 1 nay, 1 absent. Motion carries. 
 
Senator Myrdal will carry the bill. 
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