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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:   DeLores D. Shimek 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Urging Congress and the President to fund construction of a wall and border control 
impediments along with the strengthening of border control infrastructure, & urging Congress 
and the President to ensure compliance with an enforcement of federal immigration laws. 
 

Minutes:                                                  1,2 

 
Chairman Koppelman:  Opened the hearing on HCR 3025. 
 
Support:  None here. 
 
Opposition: 
 
Andrew Alexis Varvel:(Attachment #1) Went over testimony. (1:15-13:32). 
 
Rep. Jones:  When you were talking about the immigrants being an asset to the community; 
how did you take offense to that?  
 
Andrew Varvel:  We probably have a difference of opinion on what asset means. You might 
be looking at asset in a more figurative manner. 
 
Rep. Jones:  I was a little offended because I consider my kids some of my greatest assets. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Webster says an asset is a valuable person or thing. 
 
Carel Two-Eagle: (Attachment #2) Read testimony. (16:43-19:00). 
 
Neutral: None 
 
Recessed.  Until 9:00AM tomorrow to allow for Rep. Blum’s testimony. 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:   DeLores D. Shimek 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Urging Congress and the President to fund construction of a wall and border control 
impediments along with the strengthening of border control infrastructure, & urging Congress 
and the President to ensure compliance with an enforcement of federal immigration laws. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Koppelman:  Opened the hearing on HCR 3025. 
 
Rep. Blum:  Introduced bill.  I believe that it is important for respect for legal immigration and 
Congress avoid yet another painful government shut down.  Yes, there is no legal force of 
law behind this resolution; however other states are currently mulling similar resolutions as 
we speak.  South Dakota passed a similar resolution earlier in January. Went through the 
proposed HCR.   
 
Rep. Hanson:  How would a law assist the majority of our undocumented population? 
 
Rep. Blum:  That is a substantial problem.  The wall necessarily presents a combating to 
that situation on immigration. Half of our immigration does stem from people over staying 
their visas.  That is something that has to be addressed by congress.    
 
Rep. Vetter: What kind of wall are you thinking? 
 
Rep. Blum:  I am not getting into the structure stipulations. We are reinforcing how we 
stipulate that 
 
Rep. Buffalo:  Have you considered including the tribal resolution along the southern border? 
 
Rep. Blum:  The tribes should be consulted.  I think we should leave it into the current form.  
I do firmly think the tribal nations along the border should obviously be consulted.  Given the 
symbolic relative nature of this resolution I don’t think we should include any further language. 
 
Rep. Buffalo:  Currently the HULUM is located along the southern border and their sovereign 
tribal nation has submitted at least twenty resolutions opposing the construction of this wall. 
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I think by pushing such a resolution will set North Dakota back in terms of strengthening 
relationships with the tribal government. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: I understood there was a ND constructor in the running? 
 
Rep. Blum:  I am bios. Fisher Industries are in the running for the contract. 
 
Rep. Jones:  This is a complex HCR encouraging them to build a wall and do other border 
control infrastructure and insure compliance with the enforcement of federal immigration 
laws; which would include all of the topics that have been brought up. and I think this is just 
about enforcing our current laws with respect to immigration. 
 
Rep. Paur:  What are border control impediments if they aren’t infrastructure and a wall? 
 
Rep. Blum:  May it is a board term to encompass more technological ways to prevent illegal 
immigration.  
 
Opposition: None 
 
Neutral:  None 
 
Hearing closed.  
 
Do Pass Motion Made by Rep. Jones; Seconded by Rep. Magrum 
 
Discussion: 
 
Roll Call Vote:  9   Yes    5   No   0   Absent   Carrier:  Rep. Jones 
 
Closed. 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Meghan Pegel 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A concurrent resolution urging Congress and the President to fund construction of a wall 
and border control impediments along with the strengthening of border control 
infrastructure, and urging Congress and the President to ensure compliance with and 

enforcement of federal immigration laws. 

 
 

Minutes:                                                 4 Attachments 

 
 
Senator Lemm introduces himself to the committee. 
 
Chair Larson opens the hearing on HCR 3025. 
  
Jake Blum, District 42 Representative, testifies in favor (see attachment #1) 
 
Senator Myrdal: As an immigrant, I would like to thank you for bringing this to our attention. 
Also, if I may indulge, there’s only immigrants or illegal aliens. It’s redundant if you say “legal 
immigrant” because immigration in and of itself is a legal process. There’s no such thing as 
a legal or illegal immigrant. 
 
Representative Blum: I appreciate that. 
 
 
(5:10) Tracey L. Wilkie, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa member, testifies in 
opposition  
 
Wilkie: I oppose this. For 24 years living and working in the criminal justice system in 
Portland, Oregon, I had the opportunity to know families from below the southern border. I 
have witnessed and facilitated many problems between youth from different lands. In one 
incident, I responded to a backup call after a youth from the Middle East had been beaten 
into a ball on the floor with a chair from another youth through racism because he was from 
another land and considered a terrorist. This kid was terrorized every day, and it caused me 
trauma also bringing back memories of what I lived through in North Dakota with racism. I 
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don’t believe a wall is the answer. I had blood on my clothing leaving work that day. There’s 
no sense in violence; there has to be a humanitarian answer to this. I’ve heard many stories 
of why they’re running and trying to escape from where they were colonized down there. I 
happened to be at the border at a March at the end of November when the refugee camp 
had arrived. They were sprayed with tear gas. It’s been quite a journey of recovery with 
leaving the reservation. I was glad to be on this side and not experiencing what they had to 
endure. This country has an overrepresentation of brown people, and that’s not okay. We’re 
surviving too. I faced five and a half years in prison for domestic violence for crimes that I did 
not commit. I have that on my record, and it holds me back. There are other answers besides 
building a wall because this is our ancestral homeland.  
 
Vice Chairman Dwyer: You said there are other answers. Do you have any suggestions? 
 
Wilkie: I’m looking. I left work for systematic racism almost 8 months ago. I’m doing my best 
to make a difference and finding people who are willing to brainstorm ideas. I don’t have an 
answer, but I believe there’s something else besides building a wall. 
 
 
(10) Andrew Alexis Varvel, citizen, testifies in opposition (see attachment #2) 
 
 
(14:55) Kevin Bennefeld, Warwick teacher, testifies in opposition 
 
Bennefeld: We’ve talked about this in class numerous times. My students are Native 
American; we live on the Spirit Lake nation. We need to apply common sense. This wall will 
cost us $5.5B, and our president is asking for more and more. Recent budget proposals have 
come out with deficit spending. Our debt is going to get up to a trillion dollars a year, and 
we’re a conservative state. How are we going to pay for it? My granddaughter was just born. 
What’s it going to be like in 30 years for her because of the money that gets spent? Every 
congressmen have their own projects that they want to get going, and the expense of it I 
don’t feel we need.  

Ask how my students felt 400 years ago. They were the original Native Americans. 
There were no walls back then. Did they want us? No, they did not. We brought with us 
disease, alcohol, guns and everything that essentially began the destruction of the Native 
American people. With a wall around the North America 500 years ago, how would that have 
went? When we came here, I think our government in the past would have been perfectly 
fine with exterminating the Native American people. Why do we feel it’s right? Because white 
people support this. You look throughout history, and women were not part of that. Muslims 
and religion- not part of it. Hispanics- not part of it. we want to keep everybody out who’s not 
like us. We’ve always had the belief that white is right.  

I admit that we’ve made many mistakes in the past, but research and statistics show 
that most stuff comes in through legal ports of entry. You build a tunnel, they go under, over 
or slingshot stuff over. Most of our illegal immigrants are here on visa overstays, not coming 
here illegally. What percentage of the people that come here illegally are here to do bad 
things? Personally if I’m in Central America, I’m trying to get here so I can give a better life 
to my kids. You want to go after the people who cause it? Let’s go after the root causes. Do 
we ever go after the companies in North Dakota that employ illegal immigrants? When’s the 
last time you’ve heard of a big fine given out? Do we at the federal level? No, we don’t. We 
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go, round up the illegals, take them and send them back home. If there’s a person who 
commits a crime, by all means, get them out. But if you’re a law abiding citizen, no. Erecting 
a 2-3,000 wall will be a lot of money. We have bigger problems with health care. Where’s 
Medicaid and our social security going to be? There’s only so much of the pie to slice up. 
That pie is going to get smaller and smaller. Spending money on this wall is not the best 
thing. I wish that you would vote no. 
 
 
(19:55) Markki Shaw, Warwick student, testifies in opposition 
 
Shaw: As an indigenous woman, I am opposed of the wall. It’s unnecessary. When you think 
about when the Caucasian people came over on the Mayflower, our people didn’t have 
anything to protect ourselves. We let you guys come and tried to help you in any way that we 
could, my ancestors. What did they get in return? 1.7M of them died from battles and wars. 
Many of our food supply, mainly the buffalo that was sacred to us, was very deteriorated. 
There wasn’t enough food supply for my ancestors, and that was one of the leading causes 
of their death as well. I feel the only people that want the wall are the people who are afraid 
of change, that the stereotypes they hear about people are true. They fear that all Mexicans 
apart from the Cartel and all Black people are terrible. If you look at everybody who’s in the 
Congress, they’re all older people; I hardly see any young people, and a lot of older people 
aren’t up to change. 
 
 
(22:40) Ruth Buffalo, District 27 Representative, testifies in opposition (see attachment 
#3) 
 
Representative Buffalo: I handed out a copy of my opposition floor speech that took place 
in the House chambers. I’m also a member of the House Judiciary committee, and my 
question to the prime sponsor at the time was, have you considered including tribal 
consultation? His response was that he believed along with Indian Affairs, which I will 
respectfully disagree, that this resolution was fine and didn’t infringe upon tribal consultation. 
That’s why I stand here in opposition. 
 
Senator Myrdal: You talk about inherent sovereign right of mobility. Are you suggesting that 
the tribal people do not use official border crossings? 
 
Representative Buffalo: I’ll use the Tohono O’odham Nation as an example. They are 
located on both sides of the U.S. border. They use official crossings, but in this proposal that 
I mentioned with the tribal border alliance, they’re also looking at getting passports made 
specifically for indigenous people, people federally recognized by the U.S. government to 
have a status of an American Indian tribe. No, I’m not insinuating that they receive special 
treatment. 
 
Senator Myrdal: I understand. I came from Norway. Similarly, Sweden took two of our 
counties about 200 years ago with Norwegians who lived on both sides of the border. If 
they’re getting those passports and can cross borders legally through border points that we 
go through, that’s fine. The wall is trying to protect us from illegal entry. I respect and 
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understand your concern, but I don’t see how that relates to a border that protects the rule of 
law for all of us. 
 
Representative Buffalo: My understanding is that the tribal nations along the southern 
border have not been consulted at all. That’s a huge problem and where my concern lies. 
Regardless of what our beliefs are, they weren’t consulted, and that’s adding fuel to the fire 
of the atrocities that have occurred in our great country unfortunately. 
 
Chair Larson closes the hearing on HCR 3025. 
 
 
Senator Myrdal: Motions for a Do Pass. 
Senator Luick: Seconds. 
 
Senator Myrdal: This is near to my heart because I am an immigrant. I know from going 
through the process for many years and following the law, that there’s opportunity for every 
nationality and color. This is not about racism whatsoever. I have done this immigration issue 
for over 35 years. Are there incidents that we see on the news that are politicized? Absolutely, 
but America remains a land of immigration. Key word immigration, which includes legal. I’m 
very passionate about this. I think the intention of the wall, if people will kindly take the politics 
out of it, is to follow the rule of law which is not being followed. I lived close to the southern 
border for 12 years and travelled in Central America off and on. There’s no more beautiful 
culture and hospitable people. This for me has nothing to do with racism; I love that culture. 
This is about stopping illegal aliens from entering our country. One gentleman mentioned 
these are legal citizens. They’re not. If you break the first law of a nation, you are illegal and 
a criminal. Every other nation speaks of that and holds it up, and we need to as well. This is 
to protect all people in America, including indigenous. I strongly support this resolution. 
 
Senator Bakke: I oppose this resolution. It is ridiculous that we have this kind of money being 
sought to build a wall when there’s so many other needs in our country. If you talk to people 
at border patrol, they’ll tell you this isn’t their greatest need. Their greatest need is more 
people, not a wall. A lot of the illegal drugs and issues that they say this wall will fix are not 
coming over the border. They’re coming in by airplanes and other ways. The wall is only 
being built to stop people. If you want to talk about sovereign nations, you’re in direct conflict 
when you aren’t consulting with the nations that live on either side of the border down there. 
It would be like if someone came and built a wall down the middle of my yard, and every time 
I want to go on the other side of my yard, I have to drive hundreds of miles to get to a legal 
crossing to get into my own property. I can’t support something that I think was just a 
campaign promise and had no merit whatsoever. 
 
Vice Chairman Dwyer: I think our federal government is broken because they can’t get 
immigration reform passed. That really is what needs to be done. While a wall may be 
troubling, in order to achieve what everyone would like, our country needs to pass 
immigration reform, and they can’t seem to get it done. 
 
Senator Myrdal: Two of my counties border Canada. Let’s say I get a phone call today that 
30 miles north of the Pembina crossing, there’s 2,000 people marching over. I let my district 
know that within the next 24 hours, you better be ready for 2,000 people to come into 
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Cavalier, live in your home, set up tents on your streets, get social security benefits and social 
services and you’re going to have to pay for it. That’s the reality of the southern border. I lived 
in Texas and saw it. You can come legally through the border; it has a process. The wall 
does not stop immigration nor does it stop compassion or Americans reaching out. There’s 
two nations in the world that give more per capita to other nations than any other nations in 
the world and that’s Norway and the United States. I’m proud to have grown up in one and 
be a citizen in the other. This has to do with protecting our sovereign rights and stopping 
illegal people from coming in and taking the benefits. By continuously allowing our borders 
to be open, we spit upon those of us who do it legally. 
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 4 yeas, 2 nays, 0 absent. Motion carries. 
 
Senator Myrdal will carry the bill. 
 
Further testimony in opposition was emailed to committee (see attachment #4) 
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