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Relating to the powers and duties of the administrative committee on veterans’ affairs 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1, 2 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1054. 
 
Rep. Magrum appeared in support of HB 1054.  There are two changes in the bill.  We took 
shall out and moved it down a line beside subcommittee, so it reads under recommendation 
from the board or the subcommittee shall present any matters.  The bill also changes the 
legislative representation group to ND veterans’ legislative council from ND veterans’ 
coordinating council.  The name was never registered under the Secretary of State’s Office.   
 
Rep. Vetter:  What is the reasoning behind this? 
 
Rep. Magrum:  Another entity took the name.  It used to be called ND veterans’ coordinating 
council.  Someone else registered that name with the Secretary of State, because the name 
was not registered. 
 
Rep. Rohr:  Does this name change have anything to do with the function of the group? 
 
Rep. Magrum:  No, it is just a name change. 
 
Jim Nelson, Spokesperson for the ND Veterans’ Legislative Council, appeared in 
support. 5:07-8:26 Attachment 1. 
  
Rep. Louser:  Are we going to hear from a different group with a different name?  
 
Mr. Nelson:  That is a strong likelihood. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Tell us what you believe is going on.  
 
Mr. Nelson:  I am new to this situation.  This allegedly developed in 2014.  I believe there 
will be rebuttal to this bill. 
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Opposition 
 
Leslie Ross, ND Veterans’ Coordinating Council appeared in opposition to HB 1054.  The 
ND Veterans’ Coordinating Council represents the veterans of the five service organizations.  
We have over 50,000 veterans in ND, and the majority of those veterans do not belong to a 
service organization.  We would like to see NDVCC in that department of state and put a 
period there.  We should not pit non-profit organizations against one another.  The ND 
Veterans’ Coordinating Council has a platform where we send all potential legislation on 
facebook and individually to each person that has signed up to be a member of NDVCC.  
Right now we have 1500 individuals on that email list.  I don’t believe a non-profit organization 
should be there. 
 
Rep. Laning:  Do you have regular meetings? 
 
Leslie Ross:  They come to our website, sign a questionnaire, and give some background 
information.  They are asked if they want to be involved in information sharing and be an 
advocate for the state.  We then send out information to those who have indicated yes.   
 
Rep. Laning:  Have your members given you any reason why they have not joined the 
previously established groups? 
 
Leslie Ross:  We can’t ask why.   
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  Do we even need this in the code at all? 
 
Leslie Ross:  There should be a period after state and eliminate any non-profit after that. 
 
Rep. Louser:  What is your title? 
 
Leslie Ross:  I am a lobbyist for the ND Veterans’ Coordinating Council. 
 
Rep. Louser:  How long has the ND Veterans’ Coordinating Council as you represented 
existed?  
 
Leslie Ross:  Since March 2017. 
 
Rep. Louser:  It seems that title existed somewhere else and now in its infancy was 
registered with the Secretary of State in 2017. 
 
Leslie Ross:  That is correct. 
 
Rep. Louser:  Why the need to take the name of a group that existed previously?  Two years 
ago that name existed under a different entity, but it wasn’t registered.  Now it is registered, 
and it seems there are competing interests. 
 
Leslie Ross:  We are both veterans’ advocates.  Our organization is open to everyone, and 
the ND Veterans’ Legislative Council is made up of only the top representatives from the five 
service organizations.   
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Chairman Kasper:  I am very puzzled.  How does your organization make a decision about 
what you should or should not support?  
 
Leslie Ross:  We are not a service organization.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  Is it correct that you are not designed to be a service organization and 
represent veterans?  
 
Leslie Ross:  That is correct, and neither is the ND Veterans’ Legislative Council.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  What is your purpose of existing? 
 
Leslie Ross:  Our purpose is almost the same as Legislative Council except our membership 
far _ just the service organizations.  We are representing things for ND Cares, people who 
have concerns about their local communities and the lack of veteran recognition in those 
communities across the state of North Dakota.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  If people are interested and concerned, wouldn’t they want to come to 
meetings and have an open discussion, whether they agree or not?   
 
Leslie Ross:  Of course, and they do that.  They come through and make their opinions 
known, and they put those opinions back out there to the group and comment on them and 
have one central voice.  That would be mine at this point. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  You are gathering opinions on the internet.  Are you verifying identity?  
 
Leslie Ross:  They already identified themselves by their contact sheet.     
 
Chairman Kasper:  Do you represent service organizations plus others? 
 
Leslie Ross:  No.  We are taking information from individuals like ND Cares and some of the 
other veteran entities out there.     
 
Chairman Kasper:  Whether or not this amendment would pass, would it affect your ability 
to do what you are doing right now? 
 
Leslie Ross:  No, it would not. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Were you aware that this other organization was using that name prior 
to adopting that name? 
 
Leslie Ross:  Yes. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Were there any advantages to you adopting that name in terms of 
perception among veterans as to what your organization did or who you were?   
 
Leslie Ross:  Whoever knew of the ND Veterans’ Coordinating Council before, yes, probably  
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Rep. B. Koppelman:  If we kill this bill, would ACOVA have to consult your organization to 
get your input when trying to decide what policy to create for the state?  
 
Leslie Ross:  If you kill the bill, it stays the same.  Changing it to the Legislative Council will 
not affect my organization.  My contention is it shouldn’t be in there at all.  I don’t think either 
should be listed. 
 
Rep. Rohr:  Is there a collaborative effort between your group and that other group? 
 
Leslie Ross:  No. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  If nothing is done, your organization has the ability and the statutory 
authority to do everything that has previously been done by the organization that you 
supplanted because of the name change including all the duties they have been doing over 
the years.  Are you prepared to assume all of those responsibilities and duties that their 
organization has been doing for the past many years? 
 
Leslie Ross:  Yes. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  How would you do that? 
 
Leslie Ross:  We would do the same thing that we have been doing—we would ask for 
legislation; we would talk to our members by several types of means.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  You said you do not have meetings.  
 
Leslie Ross:  We could.  We have never had to have a meeting in person at this time.   
 
Chairman Kasper:   Is it your intent to supplant one organization with another? 
 
Leslie Ross:  No, my intent is neither one be listed here.  You asked if we could do it.  Of 
course, we could do it. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  You have no membership dues? 
 
Leslie Ross:  That is correct? 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  When were you formed?  Does your organization currently take the 
input that you gather and bring it to ACOVA or to individual legislators or to committees like 
ours and make those veterans’ interests known. 
 
Leslie Ross:  Yes, but we do not go to ACOVA. 
 
Neutral 
 
Lonnie Wangen, Commissioner of Veterans’ Affairs, appeared in a neutral position.  In   
1965 the now ND Veterans’ Legislative Council was formed so that all service organizations 
were represented by one spokesperson.  This was formerly known as the ND Coordinating 
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Council.  In 1971 this council decided to combine the Veterans’ Aid Commission and 
Veterans’ Affairs Advisory Committee together and create the ACOVA.  That is where the 
law from the ACOVA comes.  It is not the ND Department of Affairs reporting to a non-profit.  
It is the ACOVA reporting to the formerly named Coordinating Council for anything that has 
to do with legislation.  They did have their name registered at one time.  They were a non-
profit.  I cannot find the records of when they stopped.  The now ND Veterans’ Legislative 
Council has been registered as a lobbyist every year.  
 
Rep. Laning:  How many veterans belong to all of these organizations that are represented?  
 
Mr. Wangen:  22,000 to 23,000 members of the top 5 organizations.  There are probably 30 
other organizations that meet around the state that are welcome to bring their legislation 
forward.  
 
Chairman Kasper:  Attachment 2 is the chapter that Rep. Koppelman referred to in the bill. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Are we limiting ourselves to some of the interest and involvement in 
those people that have served in conflicts that happened in the 90s or 2000s?   
 
Mr. Wangen:  There are about 30 different organizations that serve on the ACOVA.   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Some organizations gravitate more to the internet.  Do you sense the 
coordinating effort could possibly be drowning out voices? 
 
Mr. Wangen:  Absolutely not.  The former Coordinating Council are working boots on the 
ground. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  We are not trading voice for efficiency? 
 
Mr. Wangen:  I don’t believe so.  The idea is to bring the voices together.  Those who really 
care about veterans’ issues are going to be involved in the veterans’ organizations, and they 
are going to find out quickly where they go if they want to bring legislation.   
 
Rep. Rohr:  Would you say the now ND Veterans’ Legislative Council provides an added 
valued component to the entire veterans’ process? 
 
Mr. Wangen:  Yes.  They are the legislative arm. 
 
Rep. Karls:  Does the Legislative Council support ND Cares?  
 
Mr. Wangen:  The ND Cares representative is at all the ACOVA meetings.  
 
Rep. Louser:  Is there anywhere else in the code where we need to address this name 
change?  
 
Mr. Wangen:  No. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing. 
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Rep. Schauer made a motion for a DO PASS. 
 
Rep. Rohr seconded the motion.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  It appears to me that the ACOVA and the Legislative Council has done 
an admirable job of representing veterans in their positions and concerns.  
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Would there be any downside to putting a period at the end of state? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  A huge downside.  The structure that is in place now would be 
transferred to the new entity.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I think Rep. Hoverson was asking what the downside was to 
considering Leslie Ross’s amendment to taking Legislative and Coordinating Councils out of 
law/ 
 
Chairman Kasper:  The intent of the bill is not to do that. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  14-0, 0 absent. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman will carry the bill.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the powers & duties of the administrative committee on veterans’ affairs. 
 

Minutes:                                                  Att #1 – Jim Nelson 

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s open the hearing.  
 
Rep. Jeff Magrum, Dist. 28: I am here to introduce the bill. It is a simple bill to change the 
name from N.D. Veterans’ Coordinating Council to N.D. Veterans’ Legislative Council. That 
is the group that does the lobbying at the legislature. They did not register the first name and 
someone took the name and started helping vets in that name.  They are the official group 
that is representing COVA in legislative issues. Any questions? Please DO PASS. (2.32) 
 
Jim Nelson, Legislative Director for N.D. Legislative Council: (see att # 1) (3.35-) 
 
Chairman Davison: How did you select the name? 
 
Jim: We sent an e-mail to members. This name had the most votes. 
 
Lonnie Wangen, N.D. Veterans’ Affairs Director: (10.19) I am here in support of this bill. 
This name change has been used for a long time already. The name change reflects who 
they are, actually.  
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Is this not confused with our own Legislative Council at the capital? You 
have already started making this your name. (11.42) Do you see confusion? 
 
Lonnie: No, we did register the name already with the SOS. We are pretty much legal now, 
and hope our name does not get taken again. (12.07)  
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Are there other references to the coordinating council in Code? 
 
Lonnie: No, this is the only place.   
 
Chairman Davison: Any against the bill?  Any agency?  Hearing is closed. 
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☐ Subcommittee 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the powers & duties of the administrative committee on veteran’s affairs. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison: Take up HB1054 again. 
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: We had a former VSO (veterans service officer) and she was terminated 
from her position. She decided to steel the name. They thought they had it registered and 
they did not. She went out and used the name and attracting veterans that did not know what 
was going on. They had to come up with a new name and it was N.D. Legislative Council. 
This person was disgruntled and using underhanded tactics. Stark County was sued for three 
years in legal mitigation. That is how the bill came here. 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: He has been calling it the legislative council all session and none of us 
caught it. (2.01) No one got confused. 
 
Chairman Davison:  What are the committee wishes? 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Why is not capitalized?  
 
Chairman Davison: It is drafting manual not. 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: It only costs $10 to get registered at SOS. 
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: I move a DO PASS.                  Sen. Richard Marcellais: I second. 
 
Chairman Davison: Discussion?  Call roll:  YES  --  7   NO  --  0   -0- absent. HB1054 
PASSED.                      Sen. Jay Elkin will carry the bill. 
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HB 1054 NDVCC name change J/;o/ 11 

Chairman Kasper and members of the committee. I'm Jim Nelson and I am the spokesperson for the ND 

Veterans Legislative Council formally known as the ND Coordinating Council. I serve as its Vice President 

and Legislative Director. The council is made up of the top officers of the five veteran's organizations: 

The American Legion, AMVETS, DAV, VFW, and Vietnam Veterans of America. Recently the ND 

Department of Marine Corps League joined as a non-voting member. 

The Council supports this bill and asks for a do pass 

The purpose of the Legislative Council is to discuss and develop a unified consensus on veteran's issues 

and together establish a united effort on behalf of the veterans of North Dakota and their dependents. 

The three major responsibilities of the Legislative Council are to sponsor and monitor legislation that 

effects veterans and their dependents, monitor all general programs for veterans including, hospital 

benefits, employment programs, social programs and finally the establishment of a system of public 

relations for veterans. 

The Coordinating Council was established over 50 years ago with the objectives of developing a 

statewide, intelligent, aggressive and serviceable council for the purpose of promoting all activities 

found to be for the good of all veterans and their dependents along with providing a practical means by 

which veterans organizations throughout the state could effectively contribute to the betterment of all 

veterans. The Coordinating Council was not registered as an entity or non-profit with the Secretary of 

State but was listed in statute NDCC 37-18.1 (4) reads, "The committee shall, under the 

recommendations from the board or the subcommittee, present any matters needing attention and 

action to the appropriate board, commission, agency, or department of the state and the North Dakota 

Veteran's Coordinating Council." 

The Legislative Councils main function is drafting, monitoring, and seeking sponsors for veteran's 

legislation. 

The NDVCC has registered with the Secretary of State as lobbyists for legislative sessions. The NDVCC 

was instrumental in the creation of the ACOVA in 1971. 

In 2017 another entity registered the name North Dakota Coordinating Council with the Secretary of 

State as a non-profit. This created the need for the name change to the North Dakota Veteran's 

Legislative Council. 

The name North Dakota Coordinating Council has been registered with the Secretary of State 

The intent of HB 1054 is to address the name change . 

I 



The Administrative Committee on Veter

ans Affairs (ACOVA) is responsible for the or

ganization, policy, and general administration of 

all veterans' affairs in North Dakota. The Ad

ministrative Committee is comprised of 15 vot

ing members, each appointed by the Governor, 

representing the five major patriotic veteran or

ganizations in the state. 

Each year, the Governor 1s to appoint 

one member from a list of two names submitted 

by the following North Dakota veteran organiza

tions: American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, Disabled American Veterans, AMVETS, 

and Vietnam Veterans of America. The ACO

V A is also comprised of three nonvoting mem

bers who are to serve in an advisory capacity -

the North Dakota Adjutant General, the Center 

Director of the Federal Veterans Affairs, and the 

Executive Director of Job Service of North Da

kota. The Governor also appoints the ACOVA's 

Chairman and Secretary. 

The ACOV A has several activities they 

monitor on behalf of the Governor and the 

state's veterans. 

North Dakota Veterans Home: 

The ACOV A appoints a seven member govern

ing board for administration of the North Dakota 

Veterans Home located in Lisbon, ND. It assists 

in creating the management and not in the day to 

day management of the Veterans Home. 

Post War Trust Fund: 

The veterans' postwar trust fund (PWTF) is a 

permanent trust fund of the state of North Dako

ta and consists of moneys transferred or credited 

to the fund under NDCC 3 7-14-14 and other 

laws. All income received from investments is to 

be utilized only for programs of benefit and ser

vice to veterans or their dependents, and all in

come earned in a biennium is appropriated to the 

(ACOV A) on a continuing basis. 

ND Department of Veterans Affairs: 

The committee shall appoint the commissioner 

of the department of veterans' affairs. The com

missioner of veterans' affairs shall serve as the 

executive secretary for the subcommittee. The 

commissioner has no vote in the affairs of the 

sub-committee. 

Who We Are 

and What We 

do for Veterans 

- �� 
0 -

..-r 
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FIVE ND Patriotic Organizations 

31,000 Members Statewide 

5,456,000 Members Nationwide 

What is the difference between the 

NDVLC and the ACOV A? The acronym 

NDVLC stands for the North Dakota Veterans 

Legislative Council and is a Non

Governmental Council comprised of the five 

principal veteran organizations in the state of 

North Dakota. Their purpose is to discuss and 

develop a unified consensus on veteran issues. 

ACOV A stands for the Administrative Com

mittee on Veterans Affairs which is responsi

ble for the organization, policy, and general 

administration of all veterans' affairs in North 

Dakota. 

The ND Veterans Legislative Council 

is made up of three members from each of the 

following five ND Veterans' Patriotic Organi

zations; The American Legion, Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, 

AMVETS, and the Vietnam Veterans of 

America. 

ND Disabled American Veterans 

5,000 North Dakota Members, 11 Local Chapters 

1.2 Million Members Nationwide 

ND Veterans of Foreign Wars 

7,715 North Dakota Members, 54 Local Posts 

1. 7 Million Members Nationwide 

The NDVLC was established to bring 

veterans organizations together in a united 

effort on behalf of all veterans and depend

ents. It is meant to provide a practical means 

through which the Veterans organizations 

throughout the state may effectively contrib

ute to the betterment of all veterans. 

The three major responsibilities of the 

Legislative Council are to sponsor and moni

tor legislation that affects veterans and their 

dependents, monitor all general programs for 

veterans including hospital benefits, employ

ment programs, social programs and finally to 

establish a system of public relations for vet

erans. 

No member of the Legislative Council 

may hold concurrent membership on the Ad

ministrative Committee on Veterans Affairs. 

The three representatives from each Veterans 

organization shall be the Department 

,,,,,, , .. ,i·,-'''''' 

ND American Veterans 

2,800 North Dakota Members, 14 local Posts 

290,000 Members Nationwide 

ND Dept. of the American Legion 

15,050 North Dakota Members, 215 local Posts 

2.2 Million Members Nationwide 

Commander, the Department Adjutant, and one 

other representative. Each member has one 

vote. The office of president, vice-president, 

and secretary/treasurer are elected from within 

these voting members. 

The members are volunteers and do not 

receive salaries for performing their duties as 

outlined in the organizations by-laws. The third 

segment of the Council is the Legislative Com

mittee. Two members are appointed from each 

of the veterans organizations and a committee 

chairman. They are appointed for two years. 

They should be from the Bismarck area so they 

may attend hearings on bills affecting the veter

ans. 

The Legislative Council's main function is 

drafting, monitoring, and seeking sponsors for 

veterans legislation. It is not an administrative 

body. Administration and implementation of 

veterans laws is the function of the ACOV A. 

ND Vietnam Veterans of America 

435 North Dakota Members, JO local Chapters 

66,000 Members Nationwide 



ND Department of Veterans Affairs Budget 

• Return 2 of 3 Staff positions 

• Remove Federal Funding Mandate 

• Training & Outreach funding 

• Grant database update 
Stand Down Funding $5,000 

• Serving vulnerable veterans 
Service Dog Grants $50,000 

• ND veterans with PTSD 

DAV Transportation Van $18,600 

• ½ cost to purchase 1 van 
National Service Officer Grant $150,0000 

• 3 grants at $50,000 
ND Department of Veterans Affairs 

• Accept and expend funds. FH Coin 
ND Department of Veterans Affairs 

• Work with all entities 
ACOVA & Post War Trust Fund 

• Set investment goals & objectives 
ND Veterans Legislative Council 

• Name change in NDCC 
Military Retirement Pay 

• Exempt from ND income tax 
ND Income Tax Check off 

• Donate to Post War Trust Fund 
ND Veterans Affairs File Access 

• Clean up verbiage 
ND Assn. County & Tribal Service Officers 

• VA disabled qualify for ND Grant & Loan 

• CVSO accreditation to include NDDVA 

• Veterans Preference remove resident 
and wartime. Add Guard and Reserve. 
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Members of the North Da«ota 
Veterans Legislative 

Council 2018 

President: Karen Meier ND AL 

Vice President 

Secretary: 

Jim Nelson AMVETS 

Ronald Matthews ND AL 

Member Organizations: 

ND American Legion 
Karen Meier 701-595-3717 bgkjmeier@restel.com 
Ronald Matthews 701-293-3120 adjutant@ndlegion.org 
Glenn Wahus 701-842-2093 gwahus@gmail.com 
NDAMVETS 

Wayne Krueger 701-793-6022 harlcyrnillionairc@ u.rnail.corn 
Keith Peterson 701-871-0208 pctcrsonkcith96�11yahoo.corn 
James Nelson 701-400-5635 jimne1son73@yahoo.com 
ND DAV 

Joe Hall 701-328-5048 joehall.DAV@outlook.com 
Larry Holweger2 l 8-779-O48 cholweger@gra.midco.net 
Steve Benson 218-991-2366 stcphcnjocbenson@hotrnail.com 
ND VFW 

Bill Tuff c7O1-261-2144 bltul@aol.com 
DarcyMedicineStone7O l-88O-217darcvwilfrcd 1944({/)gmail.com 
Wayne Paulson 701-838-8470 vl'wnd@minot.com 
NDVVA 

Dan Stenvold 
Russ Stabler 
Larry Young 

701-284-6426 troy@lpolarcornm.com 
701-306-2659 pa I kid@aol.com 
70 I-786-3494 vohouncl50@vahoo.com 

NORTH DAKOTA 
. ,eierans Leglslatf,. 
v Council ·� 



CHAPTER 37-18.1 
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

37-18.1-01. Administrative committee on veterans' affairs Membership 
Appointment. 

There is hereby created an administrative committee on veterans' affairs, which, for 
purposes of this chapter, must hereinafter be referred to as the committee. The committee must 
consist of three ex officio nonvoting members and fifteen voting members. The adjutant general, 
the center director of the veterans' administration, and the executive director of job service 
North Dakota are the ex officio nonvoting members who shall serve in an advisory capacity to 
the committee. On or before June 20, 1971, the American legion, the veterans of foreign wars, 
the disabled American veterans, the veterans of World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam, (amvets), 
and Vietnam veterans of America, incorporated, shall each prepare a list containing the names 
of six persons qualifying as veterans under the provisions of section 37-01-40, for appointment 
as voting members of the committee. On or before July 1, 1971, the governor shall select fifteen 
nominees, three from each list, five of whom must be appointed to a term of three years, five of 
whom must be appointed to a term of two years, and five of whom must be appointed to a term 
of one year, or until their successors are appointed and qualified. On or before the twentieth day 
of June in each year, beginning in the year 1972, each of the above-listed nominating 
organizations shall submit a list containing the names of two persons who qualify as veterans 
under the provisions of section 37-01-40, to the governor for appointment or reappointment as 
voting members of the committee. On or before the first day of July in each year, beginning in 
the year 1972, the governor shall select one nominee from each list, a total of five nominees, to 
fill expiring terms of voting members of the committee. Each such appointment must be for a 
term of three years, or until a successor is appointed and qualified. All terms begin on the first 
day of July and end on the thirtieth day of June in the year specified. In case of the inability or 
failure of any voting member of the committee to serve, the governor shall appoint another 
member from a list of two persons qualifying as veterans under the provisions of section 
37-01-40, submitted by the nominating organization represented by the member who was 
unable or failed to serve. Such appointments must be made for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. 

37-18.1-02. Chairman - Secretary - Duties - Terms - Meetings. 
A chairman and a secretary of the committee must be appointed by the governor from 

among the voting membership of the committee. Such appointment must be made annually, 
with the term of office to begin on the first day of July of the year specified and to end on the 
thirtieth day of June of the following year. Meetings of the committee must be held upon the call 
of the chairman, at such times and places as may be selected by the chairman, and upon due 
notice to committee members by the secretary. Meetings must also be called by the chairman 
upon the written request of any four voting members of the committee. A majority of the 
members of the committee is required for a quorum, and a majority of the members present 
voting in favor thereof is required for any action. 

37-18.1-03. Powers and duties of committee - Creation of subcommittee and 
governing board. 

The committee is responsible for organization, policy, and general administration of all 
veterans' affairs in the state of North Dakota. It has the following powers and duties: 

1. The chairman and secretary of the committee, acting jointly, shall appoint a 
seven-member governing board for administration of the veterans' home, from within 
or outside the committee, subject to ratification of a majority vote of the committee, 
and shall establish term lengths for service on the governing board. The governing 
board has all ordinary powers required of a governing board, including the power to 
establish qualifications for and selection of an administrator and to establish an 
appropriate salary structure, subject to limitations of legislative appropriation. The 
administrator serves at the pleasure of the governing board. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 
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The chairman and secretary of the committee jointly shall appoint a subcommittee to // Iv / ) 7 
be responsible for supervision and government of the department of veterans' affairs. 
Once appointed, a subcommittee member may continue to serve as long as the 
member remains a voting member of the committee, unless removed from the 
subcommittee by joint action of the committee chairman and secretary. A member of 
the subcommittee may not serve on the governing board of the veterans' home. Each 
nominating organization listed in section 37-18.1-01 must have at least one voting 
member nominated by the organization serving on the subcommittee. The 
subcommittee shall select by majority vote of the members a chairman to preside for 
the term of one year. 
The committee shall appoint the commissioner of the department of veterans' affairs. 
The commissioner must be a bona fide resident of the state, and must qualify as a 
veteran as defined in section 37-01-40. The commissioner serves at the pleasure of 
the committee. The committee shall determine the salary paid to the commissioner of 
the department of veterans' affairs within the limits of legislative appropriation. The 
commissioner of veterans' affairs shall serve as the executive secretary for the 
subcommittee. The commissioner has no vote in the affairs of the subcommittee. 
The committee shall, under recommendation from the board or the subcommittee, 
present any matters needing attention and action to the appropriate board, 
commission, agency, or department of the state, and the North Dakota veterans' 
coordinating council. 
The committee shall assure compliance with applicable federal and state laws in the 
administration of both the department of veterans' affairs and the North Dakota 
veterans' home and shall exercise its responsibilities in all things necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this chapter in regard to organization, policy, and general 
administration of the agencies served and involved in the conduct of veterans' affairs. 
The board governing the veterans' home and the subcommittee governing the 
department of veterans' affairs shall conduct an annual performance evaluation of the 
administrator and commissioner, respectively, with the evaluation presented to the 
committee. The board and subcommittee shall create and implement a strategic plan 
for the veterans' home and the department of veterans' affairs, respectively. The board 
and the subcommittee annually shall report as to the status of the respective strategic 
plan to the committee. After receiving a report, the committee shall submit the report to 
the governor. 

37-18.1-04. Committee members not to receive compensation - Expenses permitted. 

Committee members may not receive any compensation for the performance of their official 
duties. Voting members may be reimbursed for travel expenses and meals and lodging 
expenses in connection with their official duties at the same rate and in the same manner as are 
elected officials and employees of the state, with payment to be made by the department of 
veterans' affairs and the veterans' home to each of their respective subcommittee members 
incurring the expenses. The payment must be made by warrant-check drawn by the office of 
management and budget upon the submission of a proper voucher to it, signed by the 
commissioner of veterans' affairs or the administrator of the veterans' home, as the case may 
be. 
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HB 1054 NDVCC name change 

As you probably k now we were formally known as the ND Veterans Coordinati ng Council . The council is 

made up of the top officers of the five veteran's organizations: The American Legion, AMVETS, DAV, 

VFW, a nd Vietnam Veterans of America . Recently the ND Department of Marine Corps League joined as 

a non-voti ng member . 

The purpose of the Legislative Council is to discuss and develop a unified consensus on  veteran's issues 

and together establish a united effort on  behalf of the veterans of North Dakota and their dependents . 

The three major responsibilities of the Legislative Council are to sponsor and monitor legislation that 

effects veterans a nd their dependents, monitor all general programs for veterans i ncluding, hospital 

benefits, employment programs, social programs and finally the establishment of a system of public 

relations for veterans . 

The Veterans Coordinati ng Council was established over 50 years ago with the objectives of developing 

a statewide, i ntelligent, aggressive and serviceable council for the purpose of promoting all activities 

found to be for the good of all veterans and their dependents along with providing a practical means by 

which veterans organizations throughout the state could effectively contribute to the betterment of all 

veterans . The Coordinating Council was not registered as an  entity or non-profit with the Secretary of 

State but was listed i n  statute; NDCC 37-18 . 1  (4) reads, "The committee shall, u nder the 

recommendations from the board or the s ubcommittee, present any matters needing attention and 

action to the appropriate board, commission, agency, or department of the state and the North Dakota 

Veteran's Coordinati ng Council ." 

The Legislative Councils main function is drafting, monitoring, and seeking sponsors for veteran's 

legislation .  The NDVCC has registered with the Secretary of State as lobbyists for legislative sessions . 

The NDVCC was i nstrumental i n  the creation of the ACOVA in  1971 .  

I n  2017 a nother e ntity registered the name North Dakota Veterans Coordinating Council with the 

Secretary of State as a non-profit . This created the need for the name change to the North Dakota 

Veteran's Legislative Council . 

The name North Dakota Veterans Legislative Council has been registered with the Secretary of State 

I n  testimony before the House GVA we heard that we did not represent all veterans i n  North Dakota, 

because we are made up of only the five main Veterans Organizations. That is not a n  e ntirely true 

statement . I n  addition to the main five out members also hold memberships i n  the following 

organizations a nd groups : ND Veterans Home Foundation, ND Association of County and Tribal Veterans 

Service Officers, Reserve Officers Association, Milit9ry Officers Association of America, 82nd Airbor ne 

Alumni, Tin Can Sailors Association, 40&8, Nationcjl Guard Association of the U nited States, Navy League, 

Honor Flight Board, Marine Corps League, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, Team Red Blue, 

a nd many more I would submit that we have contact with a lot more veterans than just those belonging 

to the main five . Not all veterans chose to belong to a n  organization .  However, that does not suggest 

they are u nable to have their voice heard . They are welcome to address any needs or concer ns with any 



of our members or organizations . Since the hearing in front of the House GVA I received and email 

from this other entity requesting membership on the Legislative Council . That will be dealt with when 

we meet this afternoon . However, this is unlikely because; According to our Constitution and By-Laws 

any veteran organization aspiring membership in the N DVLC must meet the following criteria : 1 .  Be an 

organization made up of veterans who must have specific criteria and eligibility dates for membership . 

2 .  Be an organization having a national United States Department of Veterans Affairs accreditation . 3 .  

Have functional National, Department and local Post or Chapter status . 4. Have statewide membership 

of 250, with at least five Posts or Chapters . 5. Hold an annual State Department convention . And Lastly 

be fiscally able to pay the dues assessment to the Veterans Legislative Council of a minimum of $150 in 

the non-legislative year . We heard in prior testimony by this other entity that they are a social media 

group and have an only an email list of approximately 1500 supposed veterans . 

This other entity will probably when they approach in opposition to this bill talk about caring about 

veteran's needs . I have testified on over 20 bills this session and have seen nor heard of any testimony 

for, against or neutral from this other entity . 

All this bill does is to change in the Century Code veterans coordinating council to veterans legislative 

council 

We would request that you give us a do pass on this . 
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