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Vice Chairman Rohr Opened the Hearing of HB 1546: 
 
Representative Luke Simons: Introduced HB 1546, Oral testimony given, written not 
provided.  This bill would ban all dismemberment abortions for a living baby. At 16 weeks old 
the baby is 7 inches long, not stretched out, and the head is the size of a peach.  A 
dismemberment abortion is completed by a physician using forceps begins to work the body 
parts off a living baby in utero. This is a barbaric, horrible process that this bill will stop. 
(Stopped at 0:02:14) 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Further supporting testimony HB 1546? 
 
Paul Mallony, Testimony in support, see attachment 1 
(0:03: 30-0:05:53) 
       
Representative Mary Schneider: Isn’t there a case currently pending on this in the 8th circuit 
of appeals?  If so, wouldn’t it make sense to wait for the outcome of this case? 
 
Paul Mallony: Yes, it is being challenged, it’s been passed in 10 states already.  No, waiting 
would not make sense.  When Roe V Wade was decided, state after state was legalizing 
abortion.  I don’t suppose anyone in support of abortion thought they should stop at one state 
and wait.  This is something we need to stop. 
 
Rep. Schneider: I don’t believe you answered my question.  This is currently in the 8th circuit, 
the circuit that governs ND. A case that has been challenged and heard and waiting decision, 
right? 
 
Paul Mallony: I believe so.  
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Vice Chairperson Rohr: Any more questions? Seeing none. Further support? 
 
Mckenzie McCoy, Citizen. Provided supporting verbal testimony, written not received.   
Passing this bill will send the message that ND will not back down from the protection and 
sanctity of life. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Questions?  Seeing none. Further support? 
 
Medora Nagel, Executive Director for ND Right to Life and board member for the National 
Right to Life Committee: Verbal testimony provided, written not received. If enacted this law 
would protect the living unborn children from frequently performed dismemberment 
abortions.  It does not ban all abortions.   
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Further testimony? 
 
Shyann Simons, citizen: Provided oral and written testimony, see attachment 2. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Questions? Further Support? 
 
Mark Jorritsma, Executive Director of Family Policy Alliance of ND, provided oral and written 
testimony, see attachment 3 
 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Questions? Seeing none. Further Support? 
 
Representative Jeff Hoverson, House of Representatives: Verbal support testimony, 
written not received.  
I stand in support.  Along with those that are standing for the most vulnerable in our society. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr:  Any questions?  Seeing none.  Further Support? 
 
Mrs. Henderson, citizen: Verbal support testimony, written not received.  
I have confirmed through a friend, who is a veterinarian, that this is not performed on animals, 
unless the fetus is dead. It’s viewed unethical and would threaten loss of licensure if 
performed. I thought that to be interesting. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Further support? 
 
Christopher Dodson, ND Catholic Conference: Verbal and written testimony provided, see 
attachment 4.  
 
Representative Kathy Skroch: Would it be possible for a trigger to be placed on this bill? 
 
Christopher Dodson: Yes, it is possible. We have a trigger statute on the books now and 
we know how to draft them. I’d probably have to engage Legislative Council to work out some 
constitutional issues as to how that trigger is engaged. 
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Vice Chairperson Rohr: Questions? Further Support? Seeing none. Any opposed?  Seeing 
none. Is there any neutral testimony?  Seeing none. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr closes meeting 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 5; Supporting written testimony provided outside meeting, Linda Thorson, State 
Director of Concerned Women for America of ND 
 
Attachment 6; Supporting written testimony provided outside meeting, Abortion Control Act 
and Addendum 
 
  
 
 
 



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Human Services Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

HB1546 
1/23/2019 

31352 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk Signature:  Elaine Stromme by Donna Whetham 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
 Relating to prohibition on human dismemberment abortion; and to provide a penalty. 

 
 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Weisz: Opened the hearing on HB 1546.  Are there any proposed amendments? 
 
Representative Devlin:  I wonder if there is a way to put a trigger in this, if it is being decided 
in the 8th circuit now I don’t see any reason for us to put it into effect until that has made its 
way through the courts.   
 
Chairman Weisz:  This bill is identical to another bill. 
 
Representative Devlin:   I have not seen it but that is what we were told.  
 
Representative Skroch:  I visited with the sponsor of this bill, Rep. Simons.  We will have 
some purposed language to give to Legislative Council to draw up an amendment to create 
a trigger on this bill.  He wants to go forward with this and we haven’t had a chance to meet.   
I have the language he proposes.  
 
Chairman Weisz:  Is there any more amendments or issues to this bill? 
 
Representative Skroch:  I could read it.  It creates a trigger if a court case makes it go into effect, 
until then it is static. I would move the amendment as presented here, on Page 1 and in Section 2. 
Effective Date. (See Attachment 1) 
 
Representative Westlind: Seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Weisz:    The reality is that if 8th Circuit rules in favor then obviously the Attorney General 
would say this legislation would also be upheld as constitutional because the other one was. I don’t 
recall seeing language that had the Legislative Management approving it by a motion but Rep. Devlin 
if you think it is okay.   
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Representative Devlin: I don’t have a particular problem but I would like legislative management to 
look at this before we approve this. 
  
Chairman Weisz:  We can vote now and I will run this through Legislative Management and if 
everyone is comfortable with it fine, if not we can bring it back to reconsider it and fix the language. 
We have a motion and a second on the amendment.  Further discussion on the amendment? 
Seeing none.  Voice vote taken.  Motion carried to amend HB 1546.  Any further amendments on HB 
1546?  Seeing none. 
 
Representative Westlind:   I will move a Do Pass on HB 1546 as amended.   
 
 
Representative M. Ruby:  Seconded.  
 
Chairman Weisz:   Is there further discussion?  Seeing none.  It will be subject to approval on this 
amendment.   
  
Roll Call Vote:  taken for Do Pass as amended on HB 1546.  Yes    9     No    2    Absent    3. 
Motion carried.  
 
Representative Westlind:    Will Carry the bill.  
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