
2019 HOUSE TRANSPORTATION 
 

HB 1543 

  



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Transportation Committee 
Fort Totten Room, State Capitol 

HB 1543 
1/31/2019 

#31913 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk Signature  Jeanette Cook  

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL relating to autonomous vehicles. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-2 

 
Thomas Beadle, District 27, introduced and is in support of HB 1543. And provided written 
testimony.  See attachments #1 and 2.   
 
This bill was drafted in conjunction with Emerging Prairie and working with them on some of 
the technology and ecosystem development that they are doing in the Red River Valley area 
and across the state.  Attachment #2 is information about a project in the Red River Valley 
called the Grand Farm Initiative.  It is a piece of land south of Fargo, and they are working at 
putting together a totally autonomous farm.  They want to make North Dakota as a whole a 
testing ground for autonomous Ag. technology.   
 
One of the things that they recognize as being a problem to get this plan up to operational 
level is that they need to be able to get their equipment out on to the field. Right now law is 
silent or doesn’t have the permissive language to allow an autonomous vehicle to fully run 
on North Dakota roadways. One of the things they want to be able to do when the farm is 
operational is run the autonomous vehicles down the highway or frontage road.  Once the 
crops are taken out of the field, they want the autonomous vehicle to be able to drive to the 
elevator, so they can fully show the autonomous process of everything.   The bill was put 
together with Council and Emerging Prairie to make sure we have language out there that 
would allow autonomous vehicles to operate on the roadway.    
 
I recognize the 1418 has had more work done on it as related to autonomous vehicles.  We 
are in support of emerging technology and would like to set ourselves up in a good position.  
Emerging Prairie supports HB 1418 as well.  
 
Chairman Ruby:  Have you looked at the other bill to see if it includes everything that you 
would need?  Is there something that you would need that is not covered in 1418? 
 
Thomas Beadle:  I think that everything we really need is covered.  HB 1543 has more 
specifics in terms of modification of an autonomous vehicle which causes something to go 
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wrong, so, the manufacturer would not be liable. I don’t think there is a specific preference 
for one bill or the other.  
 
Representative Weisz:  Part of your rationale for this bill is Grand Farm, but in this bill it 
would require registration for all autonomous vehicles.  We normally don’t register tractors 
and combines.  So, are you going to require registration of a tractor? 
 
Thomas Beadle:  That was not the intention.  We would have to clean that up.  
 
Chairman Ruby:  It is amazing how efficient farms have become.  This will make it even 
better.   
 
Thomas Beadle:  The people who introduced this bill are looking forward to having us come 
out and see what they have going on.  The state will have to pay attention because as the 
technology advances fewer and fewer human components will be involved.  That will change 
the whole economic model of everything.   
 
There was no further support for HB 1543. 
There was no opposition or neutral testimony for HB 1543. 
 
The hearing on HB 1543 was closed.  
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker moved a DO NOT PASS on HB 1543. 
Representative Paur seconded the motion.  
 
Representative Hanson:  Are there components in 1543 that we need to incorporate in HB 
1418? 
 
Chairman Ruby:  I think that we can have that discussion when we are on HB 1418. 
 
Representative Paur:  I don’t like the idea at all of having autonomous farm equipment on 
the highway.  I would like to see it transferred to the field by truck.  
 
A roll call vote was taken on HB 1543.  Aye  13  Nay  1  Absent  0 
The motion carried. 
Representative Paulson will carry HB 1543. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







2019 TESTIMONY 

HB 1543 














