
19.1053.01000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/14/2019

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1505

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures $401,496 $401,496

Appropriations $401,496 $401,496

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

The bill allows legislators to claim meal reimbursement during legislative sessions.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

The bill allows legislators to claim meal reimbursement during organizational, special, or regular legislative sessions.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

The bill allows legislators to claim meal reimbursement for each day of an organizational, special, and regular 
legislative session. The expenditure estimate is based on 127 legislators living outside of Bismarck claiming meal 
reimbursement of $35 per day for 5 days during organizational session and $35 per day for 5 days for 17 weeks 
during the regular session. Amounts were not included for any meals that could be claimed for Saturday or Sunday 
travel nor were any amounts deducted for meals provided at no cost to legislators during the session which would 
not be claimed.



C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

The Legislative Assembly appropriation would need to be increased by the same amount as the additional estimated 
expenditures.

Name: Allen Knudson

Agency: Legislative Council

Telephone: 328-2916

Date Prepared: 01/18/2019
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to reimbursement for members of the legislative assembly 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1505. 
 
Rep. Keith Kempenich appeared in support.  Attachment 1 was handed out.  The bill 
references 44-08-04 which is for interim food per diem allowance and that is $35 per day.  It 
sets it up for a regular session.  The fiscal note is for about $401,000.  The handout shows 
that it is all over the board on what other states do.  It starts in the next biennium.   
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  Is this in response to the ethics measure that passed and some of the 
critical editorials about how we love to be wined and dined?  
 
Rep. Kempenich:  In a way it is.  You have seen a lot of the lobbying groups will want to 
meet with you, but you are going to buy your own meal.  They aren’t getting to know people 
anymore.      
 
Rep. Schauer:  Has this come up before?   
 
Rep. Kempenich:  There have been different approaches to this over the years. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  Would we get this in one lump sum? 
 
Rep. Kempenich:  No, it would be done the same way it is done for mileage. 
 
Waylon Hedegaard, President of the ND AFL-CIO, appeared in support.  I do not think $35 
is enough.  If we want good people in a legislature, we have to pay them.  You get a daily 
pay rate of $177.  That is ridiculous.  If we do not pay our legislators enough, only rich people 
become legislators.  Working class people cannot take these offices because they simply 
can’t afford it.     
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Attachment 2 from Ellen Chaffee, Vice President, North Dakotans for Public Integrity, 
Inc. was given out in support.  She was unable to attend the hearing and testify. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to reimbursement for members of the legislative assembly 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1505. 
 
Rep. Louser made a motion for a DO NOT PASS. 
 
Rep. Schneider seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. Karls:  I don’t do one of those voucher sheets, because I live here and not eligible.  I 
was under the impression that out-of-town legislators get a daily meal allowance. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Not during the session.  When we come in for interim committees, we 
do. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I am going to resist this motion.  Long before Measure 1 or anything 
came up with that sort of thing, the daily grind out here is not conducive of having free meals 
all the time which is suggested when they don’t pay the meal allowance and we can’t go 
home for lunch like maybe some of the locals can.  It is harder to pack if you are going to 
pack. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  I am going with the do not pass. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  8-6, 0 absent. 
 
Rep. C. Johnson will carry the bill. 
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