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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to designating central standard time as the official standard time for North Dakota 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Vice Chair Steiner opened the hearing on HB 1486. 
 
Rep. Jim Kasper appeared in support.  This bill establishes that the entire state of ND will 
move to central time.  In my business endeavors I travel the entire state.  As we have seen 
the oil activity really pick up in the last 8 or 10 years, we have much more business which is 
western ND to western ND, Williston to Dickinson.  You could have the same company with 
employees in Williston and Dickinson and have two different time zones.   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Are there other compelling reasons why they don’t want to change from 
mountain time? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  One of the arguments raised by a lot of people is that they had votes 
out there to stay on mountain time.   
 
Rep. Laning:  Is there any basis for going to mountain time instead of central time for the 
entire state? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  It would be a large interrupter for a large part of the state of ND which 
has been on central time for a long time.  
 
Rep. Laning:  This does not interrupt daylight savings time? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  We would keep daylight saving.   
 
Rep. Karls:  How about if we go to central standard daylight savings time and do it 
permanently? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  I would have you consider this bill the way it is. 
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Rep. Schauer:  What is the problem here, and will this fix the problem in your opinion? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  I think the problem is in western North Dakota with the disruption of 
business to business between the central time zone in the Williston area and the mountain 
time zone as you go further south.  
 
Rep. C. Johnson:  With the theory of making all the state on mountain time, wouldn’t that 
be attractive to people in Grand Forks and Fargo, because it would draw business from 
Minnesota as those stores close and have an extra hour of business to do in North Dakota?  
 
Rep. Kasper:  In the eastern part of ND we deal a lot more going east for business which is 
central time, so I would not be in favor of that. 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  If this were to pass when would it start? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Either July 1 or August 1, whenever our other bills go into effect. 
 
Rep. Laning:  My understanding in the past has been changing time zones had to have the 
clearance of a federal agency as well.  Would this apply? 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Legislative management did not bring that problem up at all.  We could 
check with legislative council if it does. 
 
Dennis Murphy, Bismarck, appeared in support.  I would still like to see statewide time all 
over the state.  I think daylight saving time would be better, because we would be in sync 
with the rest of the country for eight months of the year and out of sync for four months.  
(12:26)   
 
Brady Pelton, ND Petroleum Council, appeared in support of a unified time zone which is 
central time zone.  Our companies are primarily based in western ND, an area that spans 
two time zones.  For those companies relying on the other offices, contractors, etc. in an 
opposite time zone, the boundary between central and mountain time can be problematic.  It 
has the net effect of decreasing the productive work day by four hours.       
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Wouldn’t you have similar issues with the state line? 
 
Mr. Pelton:  There would be some problems with that, but it is a far more standardized way 
of doing business in allowing those companies that are within ND to operate under the central 
time zone.  
 
Rep. Rohr:  Does it matter daylight or central? 
 
Mr. Pelton:  I didn’t focus on daylight because it isn’t the focus of this bill. 
 
Opposition: 
 
Senator Dale Patten, District 39, appeared in opposition.  From the many emails and phone 
calls I received, one was in favor and the rest were opposed.  I know the energy industry is 
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huge in our area and covers a significant part of our district.  Many of these companies are 
both national or international companies.  They are familiar and capable of dealing with time 
zone change differences.  The tradition and the history of the mountain time zone is an 
important thing for our communities.   
 
Rep. Kasper:  How many of the contacts you had were from businesses and how many from 
individual citizens? 
 
Senator Patten:  A lot of farming and ranching community.  There were business owners in 
the Bowman and Belfield area. 
 
Rep. Kasper:  Not too many from out of state? 
 
Senator Patten:  No. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Is the pushback this is just us?  This is our tradition.  Is that pretty much it? 
 
Senator Patten:  The tradition is a big part of it.  In McKenzie County we have both the 
mountain and central time zone, so some families would operate on central during the school 
year and mountain during the rest of the year.   
 
Rep. Schauer:  Weigh out the confusion with the tradition, and what do you come up with?   
 
Senator Patten:  The ones that live there are not confused.  They are very comfortable with 
their ability to handle the time change. 
 
Frank Tomac, Sioux County, District 31, appeared in opposition.  I am opposed to children 
going to school in the dark.  My children went to school in the mountain time zone, so they 
went to school in the daylight.  There isn’t any representation on the sponsorship of this bill 
from the mountain time zone, not even part of the district.  That should throw a huge red flag 
to you right there.  Half of Sioux County is in central and the other half is in mountain.  Years 
ago it was tried to go to one time zone, and I opposed it.  At that time, I found out that you 
have to go through a public process with the US Dept. of Transportation for getting put into 
a different time zone.   
 
Rep. Kasper:  You are not quite correct.  If the state would change the time zone, then we 
would petition and get the approval from the federal government.   
 
Rep. Rohr:  Are you representing the people from your neck of the woods?  
 
Mr. Tomac:  I would like to think I was representing all of southwest ND, because of the 
communication I have had with a lot of people out there. 
 
Rep. Keith Kempenich appeared in opposition.  He handed out Attachment 1.  Beach does 
a lot of business with Montana.  About half of Bowman’s business comes from Montana and 
South Dakota.  We like to be unique.  Medora always liked that time zone difference.  People 
work around it.  Looking at the map (Attachment 1), Chicago is a sweet spot for central time.  
Denver is a sweet spot for mountain time.  The western part of the state is more lined up with 



House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee  
HB 1486 
2/7/19 
Page 4  
   

Denver than we are with Minneapolis.  A lot of this has been railroad manipulation over the 
years.    
 
Vice Chair Steiner closed the hearing.   
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
Relating to designating central standard time as the official standard time for North Dakota 
 
Minutes:                                                  
 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1486.  He reviewed what this bill does. 
 
Rep. Schneider made a motion for a DO PASS. 
 
Rep. Louser seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  I will not support this.  It makes sense business wise.  This is part of who 
those people are, and they figure out the time all the time.   
 
Rep. Rohr:  I have to resist the motion, because that was my constituent from St. Anthony, 
ND. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  This is business versus the people, and I am going with the people this 
time.   
 
Chairman Kasper:  The business are the people. 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  I, too, am going to resist.  When you make a major change like that, it 
needs to come from the people who are impacted.  To have it come from Fargo is going to 
be very problematic for me. 
 
Rep. Louser:  If it is coming from people outside the time zone, it is because they are visiting 
a time zone, and it is a tourism bill, so I would vote yes. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  7-7, 0 absent. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  I think we should think about it one more day. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  We will carry it over until tomorrow morning.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to designating central standard time as the official standard time for North Dakota 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Kasper:  Attachment 1.  If this bill were to pass, the US Department of 
Transportation must approve it.  The Marathon Company sent an email and stated how 
difficult it is with the multiple time zones in western North Dakota when they are doing 
business in the oil patch.   
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  I am going to go with big oil on this.  I move for a DO PASS.    
 
Rep. Vetter seconded the motion. 
   
Vice Chair Steiner:  I think this is an issue for those people to decide, and for it to come out 
of Fargo, I think will be the wrong message.    
 
Chairman Kasper:  The cosponsors are not all from Fargo.  
 
Rep. Schauer:  Whatever decision the committee makes, we would walk out as one and not 
point the finger at Fargo or West Fargo. 
 
Rep. Johnston:  In the spirit of reconciliation with some on our committee, I am going with 
a do pass on this.    
 
Rep. Hoverson:  I do not see any mountain time zone people on the bill.  I am going no. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  We are one people, and we shouldn’t be divided.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:   I spent some time hunting out in western North Dakota and in 
mountain time, and there aren’t any mountains out there any way, so I think central time is 
alright.  
 
A roll call vote was taken.  8-6, 0 absent.  Rep. P. Anderson will carry the bill. 
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