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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to special allocation hunting licenses for a nonprofit organization serving youth with 
life-threatening illnesses 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1,2,3,4 

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1462. 
 
Rep. Michelle Strinden presented Attachment 1.  Schedule hunts outside the normal season for 
these kids that may not make it to the next season. 
 
Rep Heinert: I just want to congratulate you on what you do for these kids, and you have my support.  
 
Chairman Porter: questions?  Further support?   
 
2:57 
 
Brian Solum, The Outdoor Adventure Foundation, presented Attachment 2.  The hunt is for the whole 
family of the youth who has cancer. 
 
Rep Heinert Congratulate you and thank you for what you do. 
 
Solum:  Thank you. 2 of the landowners host hunts for us and can tell you how great it is that we can 
make this happen for these kids. 
 
Chairman Porter: In the pictures you were showing there were mule deer. The way I read the existing 
law, were they successful in the lottery and then went with you or how did they get a mule deer 
license? 
 
Solum: Our deer tags have been for any deer and we do 1 or 2 mule deer. The one in the picture is 
a MT hunt. We take a couple kids to MT every year, not just ND. We actually take kids all over the 
country, have chapters in SD, MN, NV, WA, FL.  
 
Chairman Porter: So your ND deer hunts are white tail deer only? 
 
Solum:  We’re also asking for any deer, we usually do 1 or 2 mule deer a year. The G&F has worked 
with us and allowed us to do that. We probably do 1 mule deer in ND a year. The rest are white tail 
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deer.   We have a number of ranchers on board in western ND. We don’t hunt any public land. We’d 
like a couple mule deer a year. 
 
Chairman Porter: From a biology standpoint, we’ve had situations where mule deer season is closed.               
 
Solum: Then we don’t hunt those zones. 
 
Chairman Porter: The way this is written, is that still up to ND G&F?  
 
Solum:  No if the season is closed or zone is closed, we don’t hunt that zone. We ran into that with 
the 2 antelope tags. We can only hunt in units that are open. 
 
Chairman Porter: Further questions?  Further support? 
 
Jack Paris presented Attachment 3.  
 
Rep. Keiser:  I want to say this is a great thing you’re doing and thank you. 
 
11:50 
 
Rick Marcourte, Napoleon, ND, president of pheasants forever chapter, landowner, strong 
supporter of The Outdoor Adventures Foundation. We have hosted hunts.  I ask for your support. 
 
Chairman Porter: Further support?  Opposition? 
 
Curt Decker, Dickinson:  All due respect to the Outdoor Adventure. I admire them, the landowners, 
everything they do. I had a niece who had leukemia so I know where they’re coming from. I don’t 
want to be the bad guy but I look at it from a different perspective. Presented Attachment 4.   I am not 
in favor of changing it to any deer. It impacts a lot of people. All due respect to the foundation but we 
keep picking at our resource. We’re looking at recruitment and retention of other people, the youth to 
keep the sport going. This is an example of death by a thousand cuts. If every session a new group 
comes in and they keep tweaking these bills, keep adding, keep taking we’re not going to have 
anything left.  I was for that bill when it came but after seeing where these tags are being given, 
outside the sporting groups, where does it stop?  These 7 any deer tags, it doesn’t go into depth 
where are they going, open statewide, can we restrict where they go?   
 
Chairman Porter: questions for Mr. Decker? Your main area of concern is Line 7 where it is changing 
from white tail to any?  You think it would be ok to say 3 mule deer and 3 (didn’t finish his sentence). 
 
Decker:  Yes. They’re taking those limited opportunities taken away, mule deer, elk, moose, from 
everyone’s opportunity, where do we stop?  It reaches a point where we have to draw a line in the 
sand, where do we stop? Last session discretionary lot was brought in to try to stop this constant 
bleeding of groups coming in. If it went to all outdoor groups to improve the quality of hunting and 
fishing opportunities for everybody, but it’s going to hockey boosters, etc. 
 
19:00 
 
John Bradley, ND Wildlife Federation: We are concerned with a couple things, mule deer, white 
tail deer as well as the weapons restriction opening it up where any weapon during any season. This 
group was grandfathered in last session. If they want to open up and get more privileges, I would 
recommend they move to the system the other 501C3s are in.   
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Chairman Porter:  On the 7 deer licenses, are you totally opposed to any mule tags or are you saying 
they shouldn’t be all any deer tags? 
 
Bradley:  They were grandfathered in as 7 white tails. In order for them to go through another process, 
you give an inch, and they ask for another inch, and then you end up a mile down the road. Our 
general concern is obviously everyone wants a mule deer buck tag in their life. That’s switching it to 
any deer, I think more and more people will choose that mule deer buck tag, that’s one of our other 
concerns. 
 
Chairman Porter:  One Line 13-14, would your concern go away or be less if restricted to private 
property inside of using any weapon any time? 
 
Bradley:  Our concern is partly safety, using a rifle during archery season, rifle doesn’t know property 
lines and where to stop. Also the dispersion of game.  Game movement across property boundaries. 
 
Bill Helfrey, ND Bow Hunters Association:  I don’t agree with the white tail thing but it’s already 
been spoken to. Line 13-14 are the lines I’m concerned with, any weapon any season.  Means you 
have a bow hunter in camo doing his best to hide at the same time someone will be out there with a 
300 Winmag(?) trying to harvest an animal. A Mandan bow hunter, when asked how does he do it, 
he said patience and sneaky, and relayed a spot and stalk system. Spot the deer, sneak in close 
enough to get a shot. Took him 2 ½ hours to get close to the deer and got within 20 yards and knelt 
down for 2 hours till the deer stood up to get his shot. If he was being that sneaky and hard to see 
I’m concerned about a possible bullet. I don’t think overlapping seasons like that risking safety human. 
No animal is worth risking a human life.  
 
Rep. Keiser: Safety issue is a real potential problem. What if they were the only hunter on private 
land, not allowing any other access during this hunt, would this be as much of a problem?   
 
Helfrey:  Nothing is fool proof. I’m a little shy of what days a bow hunter may or may not be able to 
hunt the same private property. The overlap, the doubt.  
 
Chairman Porter: Further opposition?   We don’t allow counter arguments. We’d be here all day if 
we did.  Someone from the department come forward? 
 
Scot Peterson, deputy director of ND Game and Fish came forward for questions. 
 
Chairman Porter: Mr. Sorum stated inside of current Game and Fish has given mule deer to this 
organization? 
 
27:00 
 
Peterson:  I’m aware of an incident that happened a couple years ago. We issued those tags we 
sent out said any deer.  I don’t know where we openly support the Foundation harvesting mule deer 
outside of state law. That puts us in a very difficult position. ND G&F did not lend support to this 
version of the bill.  If you recall last session, we supported a bill that allowed the issuance of special 
allocation tags to nonprofit organizations. We said we’d lend support to that bill because we thought 
it was a good way to issue special allocation tags and it would be the end of these tags going to any 
organization.  For us it would seem disingenuous if we back off our statement.  We support the 
concept of taking these youths with life threatening disease out for a hunt.  2 sessions ago the Outdoor 
Foundation got an additional moose tag, an elk tag and 2 pronghorn tag. Last year we supported the 
folks already receiving tags were grandfathered in.  For us to stand here after we gave our word last 
session, seems disingenuous if we go back on that. I hope everyone understands the difficult position 
it puts us in if deer are taken outside of state law.  We would like to have that clarified. 



House Energy and Natural Resources Committee  
HB 1462 
1/31/19 
Page 4  
   

 
Chairman Porter:    Regarding the seasons, inside it doesn’t say, only if the season is opened by 
proclamation or is it, when it says in times as the governor prescribes by proclamation if the season 
is closed, then there’s no tag to issue.   
 
Peterson:  Right 
 
Chairman Porter:  If the unit inside of the season is closed, is the permit also restricted to not be 
inside of that unit? 
 
Peterson:  The way the proclamation reads now mirrors what’s in state law for the injured military 
project. It says licenses issued under this subsection are open, are valid for the archery season.  That 
language in itself is open to a little interpretation.   
 
Chairman Porter: My reading that Mr. Decker handed out, there’s 1 mule deer that goes to the       
Mule Deer Foundation and 4 any deer permits that go to the injured military wildlife project. Everything 
else is white tail.    
 
Peterson:  That’s correct. 
 
Chairman Porter: One other question, is there any follow-up off these tags for success rates?  
 
Peterson:  We do not tract hunter success for those. All are a little different in state law. Outside of 
the Outdoor Foundation some are issued as fund raisers, i.e. we do have financial reporting 
requirements for those organizations allowed in state law to allocate these tags for fund raiser 
purposes. But the Outdoor Foundation is not doing this for a fund raiser, so we do not track those.  
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Closed the hearing on HB 1462. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to special allocation hunting licenses for a nonprofit organization serving youth with 
life-threatening illnesses 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Porter: opened the hearing on HB 1462.  Presented Attachment 1. 
Asked for up to 7 any deer licenses, to be able to used any weapon that was legal whether 
the season was open or not. 
What we have in front of us: 

 Line 7 change the number from 7 to 4 any white tail deer 

 Line 7.5 would be up to 3 any antler so it could be used for mule or white tail 

 Lines 13-18 describes it’s only during the valid season, and that’s concerning moose, 
elk and antelope, they have to be in season. The way this is written it would start in 
archery season which would be the last weekend of August that youth could shoot a 
deer with a rifle because deer season is open.  

 Lines 17-18 make that only on private property because we run the risk especially in 
wide open spaces that someone would be camouflaged up archery hunting and 
someone else could be up on a butte shooting at a deer.  

 
Rep. Roers Jones: on the 4 white tail deer, any white tail or antlered?  
 
Chairman Porter:  it will be any white tail deer. 
Back page, new section. They need to (1) submit a report, (2) if they do something outside 
of the law there is a penalty back to the organization that they will not be reissued these tags. 
They have to follow the law. These aren’t free tags to go do what you want. 
 
Rep. Keiser: I move the amendment. 
 
Rep. Lefor:  Second. 
 
Chairman Porter: I have a motion to adopt the amendment from Rep. Keiser and a second from 
Rep. Lefor.  Discussion?  Voice vote, motion carries. 
 
Rep Heinert: I move a Do Pass as Amended. 
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Rep. Anderson:  Second. 
 
Chairman Porter: I have a motion for a Do Pass as Amended on HB 1462 and a second. Discussion? 
The clerk called the roll.     12 yes    0 no    2 absent.  Motion carried. Rep Heinert is carrier. 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Marne Johnson  

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to special allocation hunting licenses for a nonprofit organization serving youth 
with life-threatening illnesses. 
 

Minutes:                                                 3 Attachments  

 
Chair Unruh: Opened the hearing.  
 
Representative Michelle Strinden, District 41 (0:25-2:30) Introduced the bill, please see 
attachment #1.  
 
Brian Solum, Founder, Outdoor Adventure Foundation (2:55-4:40) Please see 
attachment #2 for brochure. We are a North Dakota based 501c3, all these hunts are for 
North Dakota youth. We appreciate the fact that we have been able to do it with Game and 
Fish permission using any legal weapon, any season. We wanted things clarified, so that we 
didn’t ever run into questions. We do amazing hunts, we had a young man who passed away 
a week ago, he was 16 years old, he was able to shoot his buck in December, had we not 
been able to do that, we would never have been able to do that for him. All our hunts are on 
private land. We had an 11-year-old with brain cancer on a hunt. It’s difficult, we work around 
times they have chemo and treatments, many of our hunts get changed. We work it out with 
landowner host, it works well that we can do this outside of normal hunting seasons. We 
make some big dreams come true. 
 
Vice-Chair Kreun: Looking at all of the different licenses and whatnot; the theme is 10% of 
gross proceeds from the raffle can be used to promote the raffle, and the other goes to the 
state. How much goes to these foundations? 
 
Brian Solum: Those have nothing to do with us, that’s the lottery program that other non-
profits can apply for, we don’t apply to those. To answer your question, over 88% of our funds 
go directly toward our mission. We to date have been an all-volunteer organization.  
 
Jack Paris, Host for Outdoor Adventure Foundation outings (5:55) Testified in support. 
I own property on the Heart River, SW of New Salem; we have hosted deer and turkey hunts 
for the Outdoor Adventure Foundation recipients at our ranch. These young men have all 
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had medical conditions that are heart wrenching. We are in support of the mission of the 
Foundation. The joy we have seen in the faces of these young men after a successful or 
unsuccessful hunt is something I will never forget. When scheduling we work with the 
Foundation to find an appropriate time that works for everyone. Being able to host a hunt 
outside the normal gun season would make scheduling hunts a much easier task for the 
Foundation, hosts and recipients. The gentleman that passed away was out at our ranch in 
the spring hunting turkeys, he was supposed to hunt the whole weekend, but had to go back 
for chemo treatments on Saturday afternoon. I urge your support.  
 
Brian Solum: We’re almost 10-year-old, June is our anniversary. Right now we have a 
chapter opening up in Minot, we already have recipients that we’re working with, so we’re 
excited about that. We have people all over the state who do wonderful things.  
 
Rick Markwood, Napoleon: Testified in favor. I own property down there; I’ve hosted 
pheasant hunts for some of these young individuals, and one from Minot that had a heart 
condition. He had an enjoyable time, 6 months later, he passed away. This is quite an 
adventure for the youth, and even more rewarding for the landowner to be able to do 
something for these people. I think that we should give them the tools they need to conduct 
these hunts and do what they do.  
 
No opposition testimony. 
 
Robert Timian, Chief Game Warden North Dakota Game and Fish: Just to reiterate what 
was said earlier, we’re fine with the bill, except when it came out there was some language 
that needs cleanup, we’ve supplied some language for you to review. Please see 
attachment #3. 
 
Chair Unruh:  Closed the hearing. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to special allocation hunting licenses. 
 

Minutes:                                                 1 Attachment  

 
Chair Unruh: We have some amendments by Game and Fish here. (Please see 
attachment #1) They saw some language that needed to be cleaned up. They are clarifying 
amendments that remove any room for misinformation according to the email.  
 
Vice-Chair Kreun: I move to adopt the amendment.  
Senator Roers: I second. 
 
Senator Cook: They just take out antlered, would it be just as easy to go back to the old 
language of up to 7 whitetail deer license?  
 
Robert Timian, Chief Game Warden, Game and Fish: On page 4, line 15, we would just 
strike ‘antlered’ and it would read ‘up to three any antlered deer licenses,’ that is what was 
originally discussed with the sponsor of the bill, they added antlered, should read any 
antlered.  
 
Senator Roers: If you strike ‘antlered,’ it would read ‘any three deer.’ 
 
Robert Timian: That’s right. The point was, the first section would allow them to take four 
white tail, and then the second one is if they wanted to shoot a mule deer, if we put ‘any 
deer,’ they could shoot a mule deer buck, a mule deer doe, or a whitetail, at their choice. 
That was the position.  
 
A voice vote was taken. 
Motion carries.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: I move to Do Pass as amended. 
Vice-Chair Kreun: I second  
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
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Motion passes 6-0-0. 
 
Senator Roers will carry. 
 
Chair Unruh: Closed the hearing.  
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