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13:00 
 
Lance Loken, Western Plains Consulting, Bismarck ND: Presented Attachment 3. 
15:32 Chairman Porter you asked a question- the soil compaction, the brand name is Dicky John, 
calibrated and marked on the probe in 4” increments. You drive it down and there’s a gauge and it 
records the compaction in pounds per square inch, takes about 1 minute. $3.50 for an organic matter 
analysis, or $4.  $17.61.  It would come out of the same sample as the other soil sample. 
 
Chairman Porter:  On the compaction test would be at the same six spots and you’re saying you 
wouldn’t charge anything extra for that? 
 
Loken:  This isn’t a density test a geotechnical firm would do with a nuclear gauge.  In the ag industry 
and soils industry, we’ve used soil penetrometers that are 2-3 feet long and have a gauge that reads 
out in psi. Being it’s incremented on the probe you can get a good idea where you’re at.  
 
Chairman Porter: Say there were sites inside a realistic 20-mile area, how many sites could you do 
in a day?   
 
Loken:  20 minutes, paperwork, relatively simple, bagging sample, taking pictures.  In 2005 we were 
requested to do something like this.   It’s a requirement in Canada and after 5 years realized they 
were saving money in the long run. This is a cost effective approach. I’d say 95% of the work we do 
is for oil companies.  
 
Chairman Porter: questions?   Further support? 
 
Karl Rockeman, director, Division of Water Quality, ND Dept of Health: Presented Attachment 4 
which includes a suggested amendment. 
 
23:25 
 
Cody Vandebush, reclamation specialist, Department of Mineral Resource, Oil and Gas Division: 
We are in support of the bill but would like to offer amendments in the way it’s currently written.  
Proposed amendment as Attachment 5. 
 
Chairman Porter: further testimony in support?  Opposition? 
 
Todd Kranda, attorney for Kelsch Ruff Kranda Nagle & Ludwig Law Firm: presented Attachments 6, 
7, 8, 9, and 10. 
 
Chairman Porter: questions?  Further testimony in opposition? 
 
Roger Kelly: presented Attachment 11 
 
Chairman Porter: questions?  Further testimony in opposition?  Closed the hearing. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
relating to the protection of groundwater and other responsibilities of a mineral developer 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Porter called the hearing to order on HB 1440 that would mandate testing prior 
to the works on the surface that really any gas well site, tank battery site, access road, 
underground gathering pipelines from the mandate along with seismograph explorations 
operations are the areas they asked be removed.  
 
Rep. Zubke: I move a Do Not Pass 
 
Rep. Ruby:  Second. 
 
Chairman Porter: I have a motion for a Do Not Pass. Any discussion? 
 
Rep. Devlin:  There was also an amendment from the environmental health section you may 
or may not want to deal with. It was a proposal in his testimony.  
 
Chairman Porter: I had that one down too. Doesn’t appear that anyone wants to amend. 
Further discussion? The clerk called the roll on a Do Not Pass on HB 1440. 
11  yes      2  no      1 absent       Motion carried.  Rep. Ruby is the carrier. 
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