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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the Missouri River Council; to provide for the acquisition and management of the 
shoreline of the Missouri River; to provide for a report to the legislative management 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1,2,3,4 

 
Chairman Porter called the hearing to order on HB 1428. 
 
Rep. Steiner, Dist.37, Dickinson: presented Attachment 1 regarding access issues to 
shoreline of Lake Sakakawea.   
Second section of the bill is new, shoreline management. I will return back to Legislative 
Council to find where Game and Fish is exempt because yesterday I saw it and today I don’t. 
 
Rep Heinert: In Section 2 of the bill, the negotiation portion, if that is not acquired, what will 
the commission do? 
 
8:19 
 
Rep. Steiner: You could make it contingent upon receiving the management of the shore 
this council then would be put in place. They have other issues. There is a water advisory 
group. They don’t deal with access to the lake issues. There’s another group that takes 
issues.  
 
Rep Heinert:  Friends of the Lake, they take complaints from residents and take it to the 
Army Corp of Engineers.   
 
Steiner:  They do but do not always get access success?  This is to see if we can get 
management of the lake shore because right now it doesn’t work for small groups to get a 
path to the water.  In the past, Gov. Dalrymple felt we had enough councils to handle this but 
nothing has happened.  
 
Chairman Porter: Has nothing happened because the federal government isn’t interested 
or because we have enough councils? 
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Steiner: I would argue we do not assert our rights as the tribe did to get our shore back. We 
have as much shore line as California, and we don’t have a hotel or motel for 68 years on 
the shore to take your family for a couple days.  We rent their land for campsites that are full 
on holidays. Our young people are outdoor driven and want access.  There are private 
landowners who struggle with having a few cabins and trying to get one common path.  The 
Army Corp of Engineers says they’ll do it but they require a lot of reports and requirements, 
it’s expensive and it doesn’t get done.  
 
Chairman Porter: In section 1, I’m curious to Burleigh County being in this.   
 
Steiner:  You could take Burleigh out of this if it’s an issue. 
 
Chairman Porter:  It’s not.  I’m just wondering why. 
 
Steiner:  Last session there was a bill that took things south to work out Lake Oahe problems. 
I wanted to make sure it stated with Morton and I wasn’t sure on Burleigh. Originally the bill 
was everybody but wasn’t passed so last session they came in and tried to carve out just 
Lake Oahe issues. I believe that was passed. Burleigh is technically not on Lake Sakakawea.  
 
Rep. Devlin:  If we already have a Missouri River Advisory Council, why do we need another 
one? 
 
Rep. Steiner: they manage water districts i.e. SW Water. They take raw water out of the 
lake, and are not inclined towards recreation.  I think this needs to be elected officials from 
around the lake to bring us solutions.   We have to start thinking about recreation in our state 
for the young people. 
 
Chairman Porter: Did you look at adding additional responsibility to the existing council? 
 
Chairman Porter: Did you look at adding responsibility to the existing council as a priority, 
or is it you wish to have separate. 
 
Rep. Steiner:  It would be to stay separate. We could possibly amend it and ask them to do 
it too.   
 
Chairman Porter: further testimony in support?  Opposition? 
 
Michael Grunsch, ND Missouri River Advisory Council:  The issues brought up are real 
and need to be addressed.  We opposed because of the “how”.  Presented Attachment 2 & 
3. 
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Further testimony?  Opposition?  Closed the hearing. 
 
 
Attachment 4 : J.R. Doll, did not testify. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to the Missouri River Council; to provide for the acquisition and management of the 
shoreline of the Missouri River; to provide for a report to the legislative management 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Porter called the hearing to order on HB 1428.   This bill is the shoreline of the 
Missouri River. 
 
Rep Bosch: I move a Do Not Pass. 
 
Rep. Eidson: Second. 
 
Chairman Porter: Discussion?  Seeing non the clerk will take the roll on a Do Not Pass on 
HB 1428.      9  yes      2 no      3 absent.  Motion carried.   Rep. Zubke is carrier. 
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