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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to school calendar days and teacher professional development conferences. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2 

 
  Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1416  
 
Rep. Karls:  (See Attachment 1) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any questions from the committee?  Any more support 
for HB 1416? 
 
Alexis Baxley, School Board Association: ( 2:45-3:11) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any more support for HB 1416? Any opposition for HB 1416? 
 
Aimee Copas: (See Attachment 2) (3:55-8:50) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Is the teacher’s convention sponsored by DPI? 
 
Aimee Copas:   It is now called the fall administrators conference.  It used to be years 
ago it was more directed toward Title 1, but now they really expanded it.  It is now 
the North Dakota Public Instruction and they have various partners with their conference 
the week before and that includes ND United and a variety of others. We need to figure 
out the logistics and insure that the teachers are compensated so they can attend on the 
two days off. 
 

 Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Do all administrators belong to your organization?    
 
Aimee Copas:   end 11:00. 
 
Chairman Owens     others in opposition?   
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Elroy Burkle: (11:20 -13:00)  
 

     Chairman Owens:   Opposition?    Neutral? 
 
Nick Archuleta, ND United:  13:45 – 16:00   The ND United did discontinue their fall  
instructional conference. As a result of those days they used to be paid days for  
teachers to attend but they became unpaid days.  So as a result teachers had to make 
a decision, do I want to travel to attend the conference where the cost was all on them 
whether it was for child care, hotels or gas and food. So because those days weren’t  
paid days the attendance did drop off and it got to the point that it wasn’t cost effective 
to host anymore.  We have partnered with the North Dakota Department of Public 
Instruction though with their fall conference and we have hundreds of teachers go there. 
They have paid days for teachers, so they are getting paid to get very positive, very 
valuable professional development. 
, 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any question? 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  With the DPI conference, those are paid 
days and do they have substitute teachers? 
  
Mr. Archuleta:  The administrators who allow their teachers to come find out that 
is very valuable training and were willing to pay their substitutes. 
 

     Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: To clarify, is there some information 
     data that could point to rural schools, demographics. 

 
Mr. Archuleta:  I do believe that we have a list of those teachers that attended 
and by that we can figure out which communities they come from.  I will try 
and get that information to you.  The administrators are getting paid days.  They  
get paid to be there. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions? Any other neutral on HB 1416?         
 
Kirstin Baesler, DPI: (17:45 -  20:50) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any questions for the committee?   
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  So how close are we coming to get the administrative 
Conference under one roof?  
 
Kirstin Baesler:  end  ( 23:12) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any more neutral? 
 
Jeff Fastnacht, Assistant Supt., Mandan Public Schools:   (24:00 – 25:00) 
 
Chairman Owens:       neutral     closed hearing. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to school calendar days and teacher professional development conferences 
 

Committee Work:                                                  

 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  I move that we suspend the rules to allow two motions on the floor 
and should that pass I would move a Do Not Pass on HB 1416.  
 
 I think those in opposition made a very valid point that this is the only time that statewide 
they have a consistent two days off, so all the jurisdictions can meet.  The other professional 
development days are negotiated through the teachers’ contract, so they are going to vary 
from district to district.   This is the only time that it is consistent statewide. 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  Seconded. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken:   Yes  12, No  0, Absent  2. 
 
Do Not Pass carries.  Rep. Ron Guggisberg will carry HB 1416. 
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