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provide a penalty 
Minutes:                                                 1,2 

 
Chairman J. Dockter: Opened the hearing on HB 1405. 
 
Rep. Lefor: (Handout #1). Introduced the bill by reading his testimony.  
 
Rep. Johnson: Does the fine have anything to do with the grant? 
 
Rep. Lefor: It has nothing to do with the grant. It’s equivalent to other traffic 
fines for this area.  
 
Rep. Johnson: Would you be amenable to adjustment? I don’t see blocking a 
charging station as onerous as moving violations that are much worse.  
 
Rep. Lefor: I would want to discuss it. The goal is to make it enough of a 
deterrent so people don’t do it.  
 
Rep K. Koppelman: There is nothing in the bill that defines signage or 
identification that is necessary for one of these spots. Should there be 
something in there that talks about visibility or size? People could unknowingly 
do this.   
 
Rep. Lefor: That is a good point. Since this is new to this area and new to this 
country I think there should be some signs. I would be happy to look into this.  
 
Rep K. Koppelman: I don’t know what these stations look like, where they 
would be located. Is this a business that would provide this?  
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Rep. Lefor: In Dickinson it will be at the Prairie Hills Mall, which has a big 
parking lot. Tesla is the one putting this forward and investing in it.  
 
Rep K. Koppelman: Does the driver pay to hook up to?  
 
Rep. Lefor: I’ll defer.  
 
Rep. Magrum: Wouldn’t that be something a private business would enforce? 
They would have their own signs or would these go in front of public buildings 
that we know of?  
 
Rep. Lefor: I need to defer that question.  
 
Rep. Toman:  My concern is with Section 1 subsection 2 with the obstruct 
clause. I don’t own an electric vehicle but am obstructed by parcel delivery 
service in my own driveway and I live next to a business that has angled on-
street parking have been obstructed with that as well.  
 
Rep. Lefor: Are you talking about line 11 and 12? I’m okay with more specific 
language. More specific language and proper signage the intent is still there to 
stop stalls from being blocked.  
 
Rep. Ertelt: Is there anything in statute that you are aware of that it is illegal to 
obstruct an entrance to a fueling station?   
 
Rep. Lefor: No, we don’t believe there is anything in statute for fueling 
stations.  
 
Destiny Wolf: (Handout #2). Tesla will be coming to install a number of super 
chargers across the state. Tesla is making a huge financial commitment to the 
state of North Dakota. We are the last state in the United States to receive 
super chargers. I support this bill as well as proper signage. Typically, when 
the charging stations are installed they are at the far end of the parking lot. 
They are not prime parking spots, people who are parking there are generally 
going out of their way to do so. Charging stations are approximately every 100 
miles, and it takes 45 minutes to charge. So if someone is blocking the 
stations that adds to the time.  
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Rep K. Koppelman: North Dakota is the last state to have these as well as 
you wanting us to be a leader, is the states that have had these not taken 
these steps? 
 
Ms. Wolf: There is only a handful of other states that have legislation. Most 
states have only done Municipalities laws for parking infractions.  
 
Rep. Toman:  I have a question on line 9 and 10, that you cannot be in a 
space unless it is attached for charging purposes. If I go shopping for two 
hours and it only takes 45 minutes. Do you see any problem amongst electric 
vehicle owners by lines 9, 10?  
 
Ms. Wolf:  If I charge my Tesla, there is no credit card transaction, so I plug it 
in, the charging station reads that it is my car, and Tesla automatically 
charges my credit card that I have on my account. Generic chargers are 
similar. If you are using a Tesla charger you can see the time remaining, I can 
pull up my phone and see if my husband has my Tesla plugged in at home. It 
will also tell me when my charging is complete. Tesla charges you $1 per 
minute pass the 5-minute mark of your charging being complete. So there is 
no incentive for me to stay in that spot.  
 
Rep. Simons: If there is rude people how will the bill benefit then? If it’s on 
private property wouldn’t they have a right to do that already?  
 
Ms. Wolf: We have signs for handicap parking spaces because there needs 
to be some sort of deterrent, this is the same concept.  
 
Rep. Magrum: If we implement a $100 fee and where does that go? 
 
Ms. Wolf: The fee would go into the general fund.  
 
Brian Koop: I have owned a Tesla for 4 ½ years, I have seen this personally. 
I echo everything that Destiny has said. This is the same concept as 
handicapped parking.  
 
Chairman J. Dockter: Closed the hearing.   
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Rep. Hatlestad: It does help because now I can call the Police.  
 
Vote yes 8, no 5, absent 1  
 
Rep. Strinden: Will carry the bill.  
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