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A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation to the department of 

commerce for health care workforce needs in rural areas of the state. 
 

 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-5 

 
 
Chairman Delzer: Call meeting to order, we will start with HB 1402  
 
2:40-9:00 Denise Andress, Director, Western Area Health Education Center: 
(Attachment 1)  
 
Chairman Delzer: How long have you been active in North Dakota? 
 
Ms. Andress: North Dakota AHEC started in 2008, it started in Mayville the western AHEC 
started in about 2009 because of recruitment of staff.  
 
Chairman Delzer: Where you receiving any money from congress?  
 
Ms. Andress: We didn’t get any money from the state until 2013 we were on federal funds 
from 2008-2013. We have federal funds for another 5 years. Each center right now is getting 
77 thousand 250 dollars. Sometimes that varies depending on the competitive status of the 
AHEC on the federal program and what states are getting them. There is center in Mayville 
and in Hettinger, we separate our regions with the river.  
 
Chairman Delzer: What’s the match? And where else do you match money other than from 
the state?  
 
Ms. Andress: 1 to 1 from the state, we have some programs that the center of rural health 
because they are a program office can match funds, I’ve gotten private funds from Bremer in 
the past, we also receive money from Sanford Health and then we get some other funds 
through the feds. 
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11:50 Chairman Delzer: So how much are you getting from other sources? 
 
Ms. Andress: We get 12 thousand a year from Sanford, right now we have an opioid funding 
from the federal government that is around 50 thousand and then that 77,250 to our regional 
centers and then the department of Commence last year was 300 so we broke that up 
between the centers. The state funds only go to the regional centers; it does not go the 
program office in Grand Forks. That is a onetime funding 
 
Chairman Delzer: The 50 thousand from the opioid, can that be used for match on the 
federal side?  
 
Ms. Andress: Yes, and that is a onetime funding and the funds have to be used by July 31st.  
 
 
Chairman Delzer: How much have you already used? 
 
Ms. Andress: We just started that program and it will stop on July 31st.  
 
Representative Schmidt: Looking at the bill, organization assisting in the recruitment 
distribution and supply, what are your performance measures for the money?   
 
Ms. Andress: What we have set with the department of Commence on the state funds is 
that we do a chart for them and report numbers. We report how many visits we have had with 
health care organizations, how many host students we have, how many students we helped 
with clinical rotations and now with some of the rural nursing programs, it’s hard to rate that 
but we are working on how quickly and how many students those programs are getting out.    
 
 Representative Schmidt: Do you have a number or goal of nurses to go to rural North 
Dakota?  
 
Ms. Andress: 278 thousand dollars to get a nursing program up and running so a breakeven 
of about 3.4 students but we are hoping for 6 to 8 students. That doesn’t sound like that many 
but 6 nurses in a rural area is really important. They recruit those students.  
 
Chairman Delzer: Has the mission changed? I thought you were going out and trying to get 
young students interested in nursing, now it seems like you are looking at college age.  
 
Ms. Andress: We focus from Kindergarten through college. We are really looking at junior 
high and high school and that’s with our HOSA program. Back in 2013 we had a hundred or 
so students and now we are peaking at 658, we are now looking at a partnership with CTE 
to utilize our experience with health care and their experience with the state run high school 
programs.  
 
Chairman Delzer: Have you always tracked those numbers?  
 
Ms. Andress:  Yes, we have and that information is in with the stuff I handed out.  
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18:20 Representative Meier: Besides your directors how many other paid staff do you 
have?  
 
 Ms. Andress: We have two directors, one in each center and then there is one more paid 
staff in my office.  
 
Representative Kempenich: Any other questions for Denise? How much cooperation is 
there between the two centers?  
 
Ms. Andress: Because we have such small staff we have to work together or we’d get 
nothing done.  
 
22:05-24:15 Kailey Weigel, Senior at Legacy High School: (see attachment 2)  
 
 Representative Holman: What got you into the program? 
 
Ms. Weigel: Sophomore year I joined a medical related careers class and my teacher was 
the advisor for HOSA and she suggested me to join.  
 
 Representative Holman: Future plans? 
 
Ms. Weigel: I’m a senior so next year I will be attending UND and want to pursue a major in 
nursing and become a nurse practitioner or I will go the premed route, either way I will work 
in orthopedics.  
 
Representative Kempenich: Any other questions by the committee? 
 
25:50 Mellissa Hauer, North Dakota Hospital Association: We are in support of HB 1402 
and I would like to introduce Matt Shahan, CEO of West River Health Services. 
 
26:10-30:00 Matt Shahan: (see attachment 3)  
 
Representative J. Nelson: Do you do an analysis of how many of those nurses are home 
grown? 
 
Mr. Shahan: I can tell you that in our nursing staff and in the acute care setting I believe all 
but 2 where trained at a North Dakota facility, and any of them that are under the age of 30 
where trained in North Dakota schools are telling us that they were involved in HOSA. Right 
now we are seeing the benefits from our physicians.   
 
Representative J. Nelson: There’s a lot of pieces that need to fill these needs in rural areas.  
 
36:00-41:00 Cherie Roshau, on behalf of the Killdeer Public School HOSA (see 
attachment 4)  
 
Representative Kempenich: Any question?  
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41:25-42:15 Shelly Peterson, North Dakota Long Term Care Association: I just wanted 
to speak up so you know we are on board supporting this program and this bill before you. 
As you know work force is the number 1 issue in long term care.  82% of our nursing home 
rely on contract nursing because we don’t sufficient staff. We have a lot of RNs and LPNs 
and our largest pool of people that we contract with are CNAs. This is a great program.  
 
Representative Kempenich: Any further question? Any opposition? Any Neutral?  
 
Attachment 5 are all letters of support to the bill, they were passed out but not 
addressed in the meeting.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation to the department of 
commerce for health care workforce needs in rural areas of the state. 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Delzer: HB 1402 is AHEC of 300 thousand, this would go the department of 
commerce, it’s for matching funds, it a 1 to 1 match.  It’s for the origination and recruitment 
distribution and supply and enhancing the quality and efficiency to provide health services in 
the rural areas of the state. After visiting the Representative Kempenich, it sounds like they 
would be happy with 200 thousand. What are your wishes?  
 
Representative Monson: I would move that we amend this to 200 thousand  
 
 Representative Sanford: Second  
 
Chairman Delzer: Discussion on the motion to amend? 
 
Voice vote; All in Favor? Motion Carries 
 
Representative Monson: I would make the motion for a Do Pass as Amended 
 
 Representative Holman: Second 
 
Chairman Delzer: Do we have any further discussion? If not, we will take a roll call vote.  
 
A Roll Call vote was taken. Yea:         17     Nay:    2         Absent: 2 
 
 Representative Holman will carry the bill.  
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