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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
To provide for a legislative management study of the use of technology to enable remote 
attendance at interim legislative committee meetings  
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Kasper: opened the hearing on HB 1401  
 
Rep. Alisa Mitskog, appeared in support.  Attachment 1(1:00-3:16) 
 
Rep. Laning:  Might require quite a bit of training and it might get expensive in some cases. 
 
Rep. Mitskog:  In the business world IT people walk you through it.  It is pretty simple.  I 
came through the era with no computer training.  I think everyone can learn. 
 
Rep. Karls:  So when you are sitting in a committee room and someone is on the  
conference phone, is the person on the conference phone reimbursed per diem?   
 
Rep. Mitskog:  Those are some of the questions that could be explored during the 
study, but certainly if you are spending the time then you would be reimbursed for your 
time. 
  
Rep. Louser:  Would you be open to amending the study to include the requirement 
of whatever studies this to do one remote meeting?  Video in particular. 
 
Rep. Mitskog:   Yes, I am open to anything?  I have talked to enough representatives 
and senators that are open to see this topic explored.  I am open to an amendment. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Why do we have to study it?  Why can’t the chairperson say whoever 
is out of town, we are going to do this skype or whatever?  Why does this have to be 
studied?  This technology is available now. 
 
Rep. Mitskog:  I think it would be worthy of a study.  What types of committees and who 
and what types of meeting formats would be available.  I think that there are some 
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questions that need to be answered. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  At $7,000 a meeting, I think the study is already done.   
 
Rep. Rohr:  Did you already talk to IT about this and possibly just a policy change 
and maybe leave it to the discretion of the chair of the committee? If they want to do 
something electronic. 
 
Rep. Mitskog:  After that employee benefit meeting there was some discussion  
I think that ensued after that regarding the possibilities of remote meetings.  There 
was a follow up meeting.   
 
Rep. Rohr:  I sit on the board of the State Hospital in Jamestown, the weather was terrible 
out and they conferenced me in, so they have been using that for a long time. They have 
policies already set up that we could use and mimic in other departments.  
 
Scott Rising, North Dakota Soybean Growers Association:  You will get better 
information as you make your decisions.  This is a great idea. 
 
Rep. Karls:  When you envision these remote committee meetings are the witnesses 
also going to be on a beach in Florida and give their testimony?   
 
Mr. Rising:  I can’t think of a reason why not?  If they are giving good credible evidence 
and if you find that is not the case, people are singing to just sing. 
 
Rep. Mitskog:  A number of states that allow for remote testimony.  People that cannot 
take time out to testify, will be able to be heard. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Anyone else in support of HB 1401?  Opposed?  Neutral? 
 
Kyle Forster, IT manager for legislative council, appeared in a neutral position.  It is 
not really a technology thing as a policy and procedure thing.  There was some  
discussion on remote testimony.  Some states do that.  Some states have 
dedicated areas across the state where someone that wants to give testimony could 
go to and they would sign up to give that testimony which is something that is not 
done in North Dakota.  Some states you have to register to testify and if we are 
going to do something remote we probably have to implement something like that. 
That way you would know who is trying to testify. Another part is location.  We have 
the capability to be on the video network since we are in the capitol and we have 2 polycom 
units and they are portable and we have used those in a few interim meetings. 
We have those available, but basically we have one camera and one monitor. 
So there are some limitations there. 
 
Rep. Laning:  Is there a way of chaining the laptops together so that we could view 
somebody in another location on their laptop? 
 
Mr. Forster:  Technically that is possible.   
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Rep. Rohr:  What would it take to implement this without having a study? 
 
Mr. Foster:  Right now it is a leadership decision.  Difficult to have a meeting 
 without at least one person there.   Cost satisfied with audio or video.  The  
cost is what would have to researched.  Audio is easy. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  I am only the member on the PERS board from Fargo.  The rest 
are in Bismarck, so I video in, I can see everybody and they can see me.  Frankly it saves a 
lot of money, time, and it works.  I think this a great idea.   
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  Are the appropriations rooms Roughrider and Harvest already 
set up for live video for the public to view?  
 
Mr. Foster:  At this time no. We let the licensing go as there was no initiative from 
leadership to proceed with that.  Right now we are not licensed to do that.  The hardware 
is technically there, but it is not implemented.    
 
Rep. Rohr:  The only down side would be technology downtime.  How frequently 
does that happen? 
 
Mr. Foster:  Downtime does happen. Look at it from the perspective of the legislator’s 
home.     
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  Do you envision having locations around the state so that we  
can do this?   
 
Mr. Foster:  Yes, we do have 2 polycom units.  The state runs a video network that 
uses polycom equipment.  We do have 2 of those units that we can hook into  
Harvest, Roughrider and a couple of the other rooms.  We haven’t put the video 
network connection in all the rooms.  What the legislature would have to do then 
during the interim is identify where some of these rooms are, and can we get  
access to utilize the facilities is really going to be the hard part. 
 
Closed the hearing on HB 1401  
 
Chairman Kasper:  This requires a big policy study.  My concern is security.   
 
Rep. Laning:  Made motion for Do Pass on HB 1401. 
 
Rep. Steiner: Seconded motion for Do Pass on HB 1401. 
 
Roll Call Yes 11  No 2  Absent 1 
 
Rep. P. Anderson is the Carrier. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
To provide for a legislative management study of the use of technology to enable remote 
attendance at interim legislative committee meetings.  
 

Minutes:                                                  Att. # 1 – Rep Mitskog; Att # 2 – Blake Crosby 

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s open the hearing on HB1401. 
 
Rep. Mitskog, Dist. 25, Wahpeton: (see att # 1) (0.18-3.56) I served on four interim 
committees. When one meeting was only 45 minutes, I felt there must be another way for 
those who have to travel a long distance. I have talked to many legislators about remote call-
in options. Many think this has merit and should be studied. This bill would do that. In 2013, 
there were upgrades in committee rooms for interim committees.   Please support this bill. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: Did this start as a study or implementation of using technology? 
 
Rep. Mitskog: I am suggesting that this start as a study. This past winter is a reminder of 
what can happen in N.D., and what we deal with in winter and travel. I think it is very relevant 
considering the winter we just had. The chair of legislative management does have the 
authority to allow for a call in meeting.  
 
Vice Chair Meyer: I remember having a 40-minute meeting and I have a 4-hour drive. This 
has merit. (4.26) 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: In my daily job, 90% of my meetings are now over skype. (4.39) The 
one challenge, though, is that it is easy to get distracted because you are on your laptop.  
 
Chairman Davison: More in support? 
 
Blake Crosby, N.D. Ex. Dir. League of Cities: I am here in support. (see att # 2) (6.02-
8.20). DOT already does this sort of communication technology. The League of Cities is 
looking at an AV conference capability. It is fast, cheap, and is convenient. We can have 
more meetings, they will be shorter, and we will get more done.  
 



Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee  
HB1401 
3-22-19 
Page 2  
   

Kyle Forester, IT manager for legislative branch: (8.52) The technology is available today. 
It has to be decided when and how it could be used. 
 
Chairman Davison: We have the ability right now, and you can decide to do it? Or can each 
interim committee chair person decide if that is available? 
 
Kyle: Legislative management would have to decide, but it is still up to the chair if they want 
to allow it. There has been remote testimony used before as a video call. All committee room 
have dialer that is hooked in to the sound systems in the rooms. The Harvest and Roughrider 
rooms have cameras installed 6-7 years ago. They thought they would live streaming interim 
meeting in those two rooms. That never got approval. Last session, we let the licensing expire 
for the archive and streaming to save money. TO do the 15 committee rooms, it cost 
$285,000 for licensing, achieve, do videos, and live stream. Plus, there is a $225,000 onetime 
fee. We would have to rewire with new wiring for a data center. (11.27)  
 
Chairman Davison: Thanks for the information. Any opposition? Hearing is closed. 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: I move a DO PASS on HB1401.        Vice Chair Meyer: I second. 
 
Chairman Davison: Discussion?  
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: I would like to see how much cost savings there would be in this. 
 
Chairman Davison: That is what the study will do. Roll:  YES  --  7   NO  --  0   -0-absent. 
 
HB1401 PASSED.         Sen. Shawn Vedaa will carry the bill. 
 
Done (12.44) 
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