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Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-15 

 
Chairman J. Dockter: Opens the hearing on HB 1379. 
 
Representative Bellew: Introduced bill.  Distributed written testimony, see attachments 1-2.  
Ended testimony at 2:40. 
 
Representative Hatlestad: Isn’t the pre-budget meeting a place to allow people to express 
their dissatisfaction? 
 
Representative Bellew:  Yes it is but they still don’t get a say.  In Minot the City Council 
raised our taxes even though everyone there opposed the tax.  In the last two years the Minto 
City Council has raised city property taxes by 64% yet they are not listening to the people.  
This bill will ensure the people have a say in the process and what their taxes are going to 
be.   
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there further support?  Is there any opposition? 
 
Terry Traynor, North Dakota Association of Counties. (Handout # 3). He read his 
testimony. He also handed out testimony 4, 5 and 6 from Debbie Nelson of Grand Forks 
County Auditor/Treasurer, Michael Montplaisir a Cass County Auditor, and Alexis Baxley of 
North Dakota School Boards Association.  Ended testimony at 8:28. 
 
Chairman J. Dockter: How many people show up for the budget hearings? 
 
Terry Traynor:  We don’t see a lot of people unless there is a big issue.    
 
Representative K. Koppelman:  You’re saying the important piece is the transparency with 
the preliminary information but you are opposing the ability of the people to react to that 
preliminary information.  Do you have an alternative?  
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Terry Traynor: I don’t see any value to do a preliminary budget.  There may be value in 
referring a final budget but that’s in October so how would you get everything done before 
taxes go out?  There would have to be shift in order for it to work.   
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there further opposition?   
 
Devra Smestad, Ward County Auditor/Treasurer: (Handout #7). Ended testimony at 
17:46. 
 
Representative K. Koppelman:  I’m not sure I would want to get rid of the local elected 
officials because I don’t like the budget.  How does a citizen respond? 
 
Devra Smestad:  We have gone from having three people to having anywhere from 35 to 
40 people with possibly three speaking.  When we pull our budget together the first question 
our commissioner is going to ask me is what kind of an increase are we looking at.  For the 
last several years we’re charged with keeping at a zero growth, 100% and we have met that 
challenge.   
 
Representative K. Koppelman:  We also deal with this in the legislature so I can understand 
how that could be skewed.  To get an accurate read on how the people feel wouldn’t the 
opportunity for the people to voice their opinion be through a referral or some kind of a vote? 
 
Devra Smestad:  It would be but how long do they have to get that referral to the 
commissioner, to the council, or wherever?  If we’re in the middle of finalizing budgets in 
October then we get a referral, how do we do our job without amending other section of the 
law? 
 
Representative K. Koppelman:  You may have to write the amendment.   
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there further opposition? 
 
Bill Wocken, League of Cities (Handout out #8): Testimony ended at 26:49. He also handed 
out testimony #9, 10, 11 from Keith Hunke, City Administrator for the City of Bismarck, Allyn 
Sveen, City Auditor for Stanley, and Mayor Phil Riely of Watford City.  
 
Ken Vein, Vice President of the Grand Forks City Council:  Distributed testimony from 
their Finance Director, Maureen Storstad (Handout #12). Testimony ended at 31:34. 
 
Representative K. Koppelman: As an elected official if people are concerned about a 
budget, do you agree they should vote you out of office even if they don’t like the one thing? 
 
Ken Vein: I feel the number one thing to be responsible for as a council member is the 
finance of the city and managing and monitoring that.  The other things I do are also 
important.   
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there further opposition? 
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Mark Jantzer, City Council President in Minot: (Handout #13). Ended testimony at 40:43.  
 
Representative K. Koppelman: Do you believe people should have less control over their 
local government than they do over their state government? 
 
Ken Jantzer:  I think that if we take the approach that is proposed in this bill it perhaps goes 
to an extreme where you end up with annual referrals of budgets because some people don’t 
want to see a tax increase.  I understand Representative Bellew’s frustration over the 
increased property taxes.  Due to our circumstances of the flood control project, the NAWS 
project, the decrease in revenues from areas it just wasn’t possible.  
 
Representative Ertelt:  Your point #3 states that people were happy with their property 
taxes, is that true? 
 
Ken Jantzer: I don’t recall saying people were happy with their property taxes. People have 
told me that is was no big deal.  
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there further opposition? 
 
Dr. Amiee Copas, Executive Director for North Dakota Council for Educational Leaders 
(NDCEL): Distributed testimony #14. Ended testimony at 49:52. 
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there anything else?   
 
Dana Schaar Jahner, North Dakota Recreation and Park Association:  Distributed written 
testimony, see attachment #15.   
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there further opposition?  Is there any neutral testimony?  Seeing 
none we will close the hearing on HB 1379. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to adoption and referral of preliminary budgets of cities, counties, school districts, 
and park districts; and to provide an effective date.   
 

Minutes:                                                 No attachments 

 
Chairman Dockter:  This is the bill from Representative Bellew regarding preliminary 
budgets.  There are a lot of complications with this bill.   
 
Vice Chairman Pyle: MADE A MOTION FOR A DO NOT PASS.  I think this bill complicates 
the budgeting process for all of the political subdivisions especially for the small town city 
auditors to complete with part-time staff.   
 
Representative Longmuir:  SECONDED 
 
Chairman Dockter:  Is there any discussion? 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  10 YES     4 NO     0 ABSENT 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Representative Adams will be the bill carrier.   
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