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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL for an Act to provide for a legislative management study of railroad crossings 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-3 

 
Chairman Ruby opened the committee on HB 1367. 
 
Representative Dobervich introduced HB 1367 and provided written testimony.  See 
attachment # 1. 
 
An e-mail was also provided by the daughter of a gentleman that died in a train vehicle 
collision in North Dakota, Alexis.  See attachment # 2 
 
Representative Kading:  Do you know to what extent are the train companies liable when 
there is an accident?  
 
Representative Dobervich:  I am not an attorney and did not delve into the case law piece 
of this.  This study is really wanting to get a sense of the scope, identify hot spots, and take 
a look at what is currently in those locations. We would like to collect data and do fact finding 
to see if we are doing everything that we should.  I also reached out to the railroads, but they 
were not able to be here today.  I don’t have anything I can bring forward from them. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  The availability of federal funding for railroad crossing improvement 
projects is something that you’d want to look at.  It should be ongoing.  Did you hear any 
information about how much of that is taking place already? 
 
Representative Dobervich:  No, I wasn’t able to connect with them, despite all of our efforts. 
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker:  Wouldn’t we be severely restricted in anything that we 
could implement that a finding might decide because it is so highly regulated by the federal 
government?   
 
Representative Dobervich:  I think that part of doing the study and collecting data is 
determining if it is a federal issue.  Maybe there are federal things that we need to ask?  More 
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and more vehicle driver behavior is becoming a major factor in these accidents.  If there is 
something found, there may be things the state can do. 
 
Hunter Andes, journalist from Wabek, North Dakota, spoke in support of HB 1367 and 
provided testimony and a packet of information explaining his concerns relating to this bill. 
There are pictures, letters, maps, and a newspaper article that explain his concerns about a 
crossing near Wabek which is near the town of Plaza.  The information points out how 
dangerous the crossing is. See attachment #3. 
 (no mic) 
I have been told by the county and the state that this is not the railroad. This is (inaudible) 
that oversees.  The railroad has the right-of-way, and the road goes over the right-of-way, 
but the Department of Transportation will go on paying for it. In the  
Wabek case the county said they would pay 10% of the project.    
 
Steve Erman, former Rugby resident from California, spoke in support of HB 1367.  Steve 
showed a picture of his brother, Ken Erman, that was killed by a train seven miles from his 
farm.  Every three minutes there is an accident.  How can we make the train companies a 
little more responsible?  We are complacent about railroad crossings.  Maybe they could 
redesign them and find other ways to make them safer.  Since the early seventies there have 
been six people killed on railroad crossings in our area by New Rockford.  They were, my 
brother, a cousin, a friend, and other community members.  We need help out there for this 
problem.  Thank you for listening.   
 
There was no further support for HB 1367. 
There was no opposition or anyone to speak in a neutral capacity. 
 
The hearing was closed on HB 1367. 
 
Representative Owens moved a DO PASS on HB 1367. 
Representative Jones seconded the motion.  
 
Representative Hager:  I’m not sure about some of these things and would like to hold the 
bill to have more time with this bill.  
 
Chairman Ruby:  We do have a motion and a second.  The other thing that you would notice 
is that the bill says, “shall consider”, so it will go to Legislative Management.  There is no 
guarantee that it will get picked.  I don’t have a problem with sending it out to be considered.   
We do have a motion and a second.  Do the people giving the motion want to rescind their 
motions? 
 
Representative Owens:  I don’t care to wait.  There is a study and any questions and issues 
involved will be addressed then.   
 
A roll call vote was taken on HB 1367:  Aye  12  Nay  0  Absent  2 
The motion carried.  
Representative Owens will carry HB 1367. 
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