
19.0532.03000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/18/2019

Amendment to: HB 1364

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures $180,858 $20,000 $181,423

Appropriations $180,858 $181,423

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

The bill adds edible products as a type of marijuana product available to qualifying patients under the Medical 
Marijuana Program.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Section 1 adds edible products as a type of marijuana product available to qualifying patients under the Medical 
Marijuana Program. This change requires additional staffing and a change to the information technology system.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

The Department of Health anticipates one full-time equivalent (FTE) position is necessary to implement the 
provisions of the bill. A Health/Human Service Program Administrator II position is anticipated. Salary and benefits 
for the 2019-21 Biennium is estimated at $163,064. Also, computer and related costs are anticipated to be $17,794 
for a total cost of the FTE and associated cost of $180,858. Since fees would not be sufficient to sustain the added 
FTE and related costs the funding would need to come from the general fund. 

The provisions of the bill also requires a change to the information technology system. This is estimated to be a one 
time cost of $20,000. Special funds derived from fees would be used for this expenditure.

The 2021-23 biennium salary and benefits are estimated to be $168,271 and other related operating cost of $13,152 
for a total of $181,423. These costs would need to continue to be funded from the general fund.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

All fees received under the Medical Marijuana Program are deposited into a special fund. The program operates 
under a continuing appropriation as established in NDCC. No appropriation is required for the change to the 
information technology system. 

An appropriation would be necessary for the FTE and related costs since fees will not be sufficient to support these 
expenditures.

Name: Brenda M. Weisz

Agency: Department of Health

Telephone: 701-328-4542

Date Prepared: 01/22/2019



19.0532.02000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/18/2019

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1364

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures $180,858 $20,000 $181,423

Appropriations $180,858 $181,423

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

The bill adds edible products as a type of marijuana product available to qualifying patients under the Medical 
Marijuana Program.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Section 1 adds edible products as a type of marijuana product available to qualifying patients under the Medical 
Marijuana Program. This change requires additional staffing and a change to the information technology system.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

The Department of Health anticipates one full-time equivalent (FTE) position is necessary to implement the 
provisions of the bill. A Health/Human Service Program Administrator II position is anticipated. Salary and benefits 
for the 2019-21 Biennium is estimated at $163,064. Also, computer and related costs are anticipated to be $17,794 
for a total cost of the FTE and associated cost of $180,858. Since fees would not be sufficient to sustain the added 
FTE and related costs the funding would need to come from the general fund. 

The provisions of the bill also requires a change to the information technology system. This is estimated to be a one 
time cost of $20,000. Special funds derived from fees would be used for this expenditure.

The 2021-23 biennium salary and benefits are estimated to be $168,271 and other related operating cost of $13,152 
for a total of $181,423. These costs would need to continue to be funded from the general fund.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

All fees received under the Medical Marijuana Program are deposited into a special fund. The program operates 
under a continuing appropriation as established in NDCC. No appropriation is required for the change to the 
information technology system. 

An appropriation would be necessary for the FTE and related costs since fees will not be sufficient to support these 
expenditures.

Name: Brenda M. Weisz

Agency: Department of Health

Telephone: 701-328-4542

Date Prepared: 01/22/2019
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Elaine Stromme by Marjorie Conley 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: Relating to edible medical 
marijuana products. 

 

 Testimony 1-7 

 
Chairman Weisz:  Opened Hearing on HB 1364. 
 

(1:00-4:37) Representative Dobervich: (Testimony # 1) 
 
Representative Westlind: On page 3 there is some confusion.  
 
Representative Dobervich: page 3 needs to be corrected. 
 
Chairman Weisz: Labeling? Nothing in the legislation that seems to indicate 
that that has to happen.  
 
Representative Dobervich: I provided him with labeling used in Alaska. 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Are there questions from the committee?  
 
7:10 - 8:00 Steven James Peterson, for the Committee for Compassionate 
Care of ND: (Testimony #2) 
 
David Owen, Chairman for Legalize MD: The most severe and quickest way 
you have is intravenous medicine that is typically given in hospitals for the most 
severe cases, not an option in the home. The next option is smoking or direct 
inhalation of it.  Pills cause choking. There is no reason that edibles should not 
be added.    
 
Chairman Weisz:  Any questions from the committee? 
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Rebecca Moorhead:  I lived in Washington State for a while, I have severe 
spinal damage due to a man not taking no for an answer.  While he walks free, 
I am on probation because I chose to use CBD and cannabis to help with my 
nerve damage and the nerve pain.  I have children and I don’t smoke in front of 
them and never did anyway, but an edible would be beneficial because I don’t 
get the fuzzy head and I can walk. 
   
Chairman Weisz: Are there any questions from the committee? 
   
 15:08–17:45 Christopher Howell: (Testimony #3)  
 
Chairman Weisz:  Any questions from the committee? 
  
Dustin Peyer, Real ND News, political action committee: (Testimony # 4) 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Further testimony and support? 
   
19:00-22:15 Jamie Stewart : (Testimony #5) 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Further testimony and support? 
  
22:00–24:15 Jodi Vetter: (Testimony # 6) 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Further testimony and support? 
  
25:00–29:00 Jason Wahl, Director of the Division of Medical Marijuana:  
(Testimony # 7) 
 
Representative Porter: Do you think the language in the bill is a safeguard for 
children? 
 
Jason Wahl: We would use that authority to add additional requirements to this 
bill for safety for children and testing.  
 
Representative Porter: Inside of dosing, the bill gets very specific with dosing. 
Are those the proper dosing amounts in the industry?  Are they something 
that should be listed in the Century Code so that the department doesn’t 
have the ability to properly adjust them?  
 
Jason Wahl: We are looking at a serving of 5 milligrams of THC. 
That would be the standard serving size.  The industry size is probably 
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around 10 milligrams a serving and we are lower than that, so that 
wouldn’t be a concern there. 
 
Representative Skroch: Can you protect children with these products? 
 
Jason Wahl: We will take that into consideration.  
 
Representative Skroch: Would that be child abuse? 
 
Jason Wahl: That would be up to the law enforcement. 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Further questions from the committee?  Further testimony 
in support?   Anyone in opposition to HB1364? 
 
Opposed: 
 
Chris Nolden, private citizen:   I don’t like the way the bill is written: Page 2 line  
1 There aren’t any percentages, there are milligrams. The way the bill is written 
there are not enough milligrams to kill pain. Page 3 line 1, to line 5.  Page 3 line 
6. Educate your children. Page 7 line 2 does not include an edible  product. 
 
Representative Ruby:  So you would rather have nothing than something? 
 
Chris Nolden: I would rather have the people have something.  I think that 
If we are scared to put the real numbers on here and we are scared to 
deal with the reality of the situation at hand we are fearful that it might 
not pass with the actual numbers that need to be on it, then that’s a  
problem.  We need to live in hope that this is going to work, not fear of 
arbitrary numbers, that have no logical backup. 
 
Chairman Weisz:  Further testimony on HB 1364? If not, hearing closed. 
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