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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL relating to the creation of a motor vehicle ferry; and to provide an appropriation. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-4 

 
Chairman Ruby opened the hearing on HB 1352. 
 
Representative Steiner, District 37, spoke to introduce HB 1352 and provided attached 
testimony with maps, Lake Sakakawea Ferry Crossing Feasibility Study, and an amendment. 
See attachments 1-3.   (5:10) 
 
Representative Paur:  Do you have any indication from the Three Affiliated Tribes if they 
are interested in this project? 
 
Representative Steiner:  They are still working on the bridge concept, but if we did allocate 
$10,000,000, maybe they would consider. 
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker: From my calculations you can drive around for the same 
amount of time as you can take the ferry.   
 
Representative Steiner:  We have someone here that can speak to the time. There will also 
be gas savings and the safety factor using the ferry.  It links two rural areas that haven’t been 
connected for 68 years.  It may be only for 6 months a year, but it is an investment.  The 
SIFF was implemented to invest oil money back in to projects that would be of value to North 
Dakota.  I think this fits the mission.  
 
Chairman Ruby:  How was the $10,000,000 justified?  I would like some information on that.  
 
 
Representative Steiner:  The operating expenses are pretty even.  You come ahead a little 
bit, but it is mostly break even.  It is in the study.  Because the study was three years old, I 
did pad it by $2 million.  
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Representative Kading:  Do you have any projections on how many cars and/or people will 
use it every day?   
 
Representative Steiner:  It is also in the study.   
 
(9:30) 
Mark Resner, 2014 chairman for the Vision West Planning Effort for 19 western 
counties, spoke to support HB 1352 and provided written testimony.  See attachment 4.  
 
A car ferry would not be a perfect solution, but it would recreate the north/south corridor in 
the middle of the state. (15:40) 
 
Chairman Ruby:  Is the roadwork to the North and South terminals figured into this? 
 
Mark Resner:  No, it would be normal Department of Transportation expenses.  
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker:  I would go back to my question:  How fast does the ferry 
go? 
 
Mark Resner:  The ferry will operate on a regular schedule.  On a normal day it would take 
about 35 minutes from terminal to terminal.  It would schedule about one hour and twenty 
minute intervals. According to the hydrological studies the ferry would operate about 260 
days a year.  This year would have been even later.   
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker:  My concern would be to go around now, it would take about 
6 gallons of gas (about $14) and 1 hour and 40 minutes.   The alternative is to save $14 in 
gas, but you will pay $24 to cross on the ferry.  If you figure out the time to use the ferry, it 
will actually take longer and cost more to use the ferry than to drive around.  
 
Mark Resner:  I think that the time studies done by the engineering company used this 
example: You leave Twin Buttes and drive south to Haliday, to Killdeer and up 22 across the 
bridge and into New Town, if you used the ferry instead, it would currently save you ½ hour 
of actual drive time.  It is not a huge time savings, but there is a big safety factor.   
 
Chairman Ruby:  Would this ferry allow for hauling a horse trailer going to a rodeo? 
 
Mark Resner:  The ferry priced here would not handle any heavy truck traffic.  It would handle 
a regular pickup and small trailer, UPS vans, and REC trucks. 
 
Representative Paur:  My wife and I like riding ferries.  Would a ferry be a benefit in any 
way as a novelty to view the lake? 
 
Mark Resner:  Yes, it would be.  I think we will have a lot of that with a ferry like this.  It would 
be hard to quantify.  
 
Representative Jones:  What would be the hours of operation? 
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Mark Resner:  It would probably run one eight hour shift in off peak, then two shifts in June 
– August, sixteen hours a day.  In off time six trips a day and in peak 12 trips a day.  
 
(25:00)   
Ken Hall, former council member of Three Affiliated Tribes, a tribal enrolled member 
of the Natchay Nation spoke in support of HB 1301.  It is in a way a band aid. Ideally we 
would like a bridge.  The flood really segregated a lot of families.  It is more of a healing for 
our people.  If there is any way we can bring our families back together, by a ferry or a bridge, 
it would be a healing process.  We know that though the oil and gas agreement that the tribes 
have contributed over a billion dollars to the coffers of North Dakota since 2008.  We want to 
remain good partners with the state. What is our return on contribution?  New Town is the 
hub where all the services are now. Twin Buttes and White Shield have been left out.   For 
leisure time activities, go to the BIA, or to go see the doctor, they have to travel two hours if 
the traffic is good. On the reservation the response time for an emergency is 59 minutes.  
Any way we can speed up that response time, would be doing good for our people. There 
are a number of benefits to taking the ferry.  It is a beautiful area. It would help bring our 
people back together.  All of our services are fragmented because of the lake. I wanted to 
speak on behalf of Chairman Fox and the Council. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  You seem to feel that the tribe would be receptive to this idea.  I appreciate 
your input on this issue.  Would this interfere with the possible grants for a bridge? The ferry 
won’t replace what a bridge would do. Do you have any issues that the tribe may want to 
discuss? 
 
Ken Hall:  The only thing they may want to discuss is the fact that this will be temporary until 
we can get a bridge.  
 
Chairman Ruby: Do you feel that the tribal leaders would work with this? 
 
Ken Hall: Yes, definitely. 
 
There was no further support for HB 1352. 
There was no opposition to HB 1352. 
 
The hearing on HB 1352 was closed.   
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL relating to the creation of a motor vehicle ferry; and to provide an appropriation. 
 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Ruby brought HB 1352 back before the committee and reviewed the purpose. 
There was a proposed amendment.  I thought that some of the opposition would come from 
the tribes, but it seemed like they liked the idea.  There is a hefty cost, but this makes it 
contingent on the funds.  
 
Representative Grueneich:  I am going to resist this.  Largely in part because of the fact 
that it doesn’t seem like it will really save time.   In terms of efficiency it won’t carry big loads.  
It will cost a lot of money.   It may be more of a tourist attraction.  
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker moved the amendment on HB 1352. 
Representative Owens seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken.  The motion carried. 
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker moved a DO NOT PASS as amended on HB 1352. 
Representative Grueneich seconded the motion. 
A roll call vote was taken:  Aye  10  Nay  2  Absent  2   
The motion carried. 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker will carry HB 1352. 
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