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Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1346  
 
Representative Denton Zubke: (See Attachment 1) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  Currently, when there is a two-hour late day, does that count as one 
whole day? 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I do not know.  
 
Rep. Dennis Johnson:  It has been days for a long time.  What are we accomplishing by 
switching to hours? 
 
Representative Denton Zubke: I think it relates to that lots of schools are going to a four-
day work week and I think it makes it a bit easier to convert it into hours. 
 
Chairman Owens: Any other questions? 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager: Are you aware of any other states that go by the number of hours?  
I was wondering if we have a comparison basis and this model is somewhere else that we 
refer to it. 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I am not aware.  
 
Chairman Owens:  It comes to mind that all the surrounding states have switched to hours.  
I believe we are one of the few that are not on hours.  Any other questions from the 
committee?  Others in support of HB 1346?        
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Aimee Copas, NDCEL: (See Attachment 2) 4:30-12:00 
 
Chairman Owens: Any questions from the committee? 
  
Rep. Mary Johnson:  A few years ago in the Fargo School District, an elementary school 
was shut down for lack of air-conditioning.  They then added thirty minutes at the end of each 
day and they were required to get a waiver from DPI to add those thirty minutes to make up 
the ten days for that elementary school.  With this bill going to hours, they wouldn’t even have 
to do that.  
 
Aimee Copas:  It would depend on how Fargo structured their classroom day at the 
beginning of the year with their school calendar.  They would have built in flexibility to manage 
an issue like that, which wouldn’t have required a waiver and that extra time.  When you look 
at the education commission of the states, it talks about all the other states with regard to 
minutes and we’re right in there with the top tier states on the number of minutes required.  
It helps delineate some of those things for you.  Building in the additional flexibility would help 
us manage through those issues and also it would help us do innovative things and new 
techniques.  To go to teachers and continuously ask them to do something different without 
adequate training is frustrating for them.  More training could be built in to our current 
schedule without asking for additional time.    
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  I think it’s better for the students as well as the 
staff and don’t know if there is any data to support that. 
 
Aimee Copas: 14:45-16:20 There may be something out there.  I was an administrator in 
South Dakota when they made this transition.  South Dakota is a minutes-based state and it 
worked splendidly.   The transition went really well.  At this time, we are going to the school 
districts and talking to them about building out their calendar and meeting the instructional 
time requirements.  No other questions are asked.              
 
Chairman Owens: What we’re talking about here is that we provide them with the strategic 
view and their schedule is under the local control. 
 
Aimee Copas:  Yes. 
 
Chairman Owens: Anyone else in support of HB 1346?  
 
Elroy Burkle, ND Small Organized Schools: 17:00-18:15 We go on record as a Yes.  As a 
former superintendent, this basically provides more flexibility than what I would have had 
previously.  I would welcome this.  Other calendar bills should be meshed with this one.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  
 
Alexis Baxley, ND School Boards Association: 18:40-(See Attachment 3) In addition, we 
would like the committee to consider maintaining the language in page 3, line 7.  Districts 
would not intend to abuse this to not keep their students in school, just understanding that 
extreme hardships do occur and this gives the superintendent the ability to determine if that 
were the case or not and allow a district to request a waiver. 
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Chairman Owens:  What you’re saying is this gives us flexibility, but you took away another 
tool, please leave our tool? 
 
Alexis Baxley:  Mr. Chairman, yes. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Others in support of HB 1346?  
 
Jeff Fastnacht, Asst. Superintendent, Mandan Public Schools:  20:00-22:20 This has 
been a project of ours for several years to bring this forward.  This would provide schools 
tremendous flexibility in their day.  Making the decision to call off school besides the safety 
issue is when will the hours be made up.  They need to be made up to constitute a full day. 
What is allowed to be made up in our present configuration, this would provide us a way to 
do it locally.  We can have flexibility to organize our day with more professional development.  
There would be no need for a waiver if we needed to have a late start sometime throughout 
the year and not jeopardize our students and families.  Regarding innovation, flexibility and 
local control, this checks all three boxes.   
 
Chairman Owens:    Others in support of HB 1346?   Any opposition?  Any neutral testimony?  
Closed the hearing. 
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Chairman Schaible: We have before us a twice amended HB 1346. Any discussion? Seeing 
none, we have the clerk take the roll on a Do Pass recommendation for engrossed HB1346 
as amended.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 7 Yeas; 0 Nays; 0 Absent.  
 
Senator Schaible will carry the bill.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to required hours of instruction by school districts and weather emergencies 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Owens:   This bill word for word is in SB 2265. 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I move that the House Accede to the Senate 
Amendments. 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Seconded. 
 
Chairman Owens:  A Roll Call Vote was taken.   Yes  6, No  0, Absent  0. 
 
House Carrier:  Rep. M. Owens 
 
Senate Carrier:  Sen. D. Schaible 
 
Closed the hearing. 
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