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Chairman K. Koppelman:  Opened the hearing on HB 1330. 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  Introduced the bill.  Went over the bill. Where ever it said a person it has 
been changed to an individual to be in line with changes that legislative counsel is making.   
Section 2 has the biggest change.  It describes the way in which a woman may feed her 
infant.  The original language said if a woman acts in a discrete and modest manner; they 
are subjective and antiquated.  Discussed fact woman feed their children in public and it is 
very rare that you even see a woman’s flesh exposed.  I think it is time ND respects our 
woman.  It also makes it an infraction if a business that is open to the public refuses to allow 
a woman to feed her infant through breast feeding.    Some woman who were being discrete 
were asked to leave public places.  I would request this hearing be held open since everyone 
did not get the information on the meeting. 
 
Rep. Rick Becker:  How significant is Section 2 of the bill?  This obviously does not allow 
the prohibition of breast feeding by a private business owner? It is hard for me to say we 
have to allow that when we look at where it says any location. If a private business owner 
were to try and set up an area to make a woman more comfortable; this doesn’t even allow 
that. 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  Current law if you have a private business but it is open to the public it is 
illegal to not allow a woman to breast feed anywhere.  The current law says any location 
public or private.  There is no change to that.  the change is that those phases stay, but the 
phase discrete and modest manner be taken out because that is subjective. 
 
Rep. Rick Becker:  We are changing it to an infraction.  As a private business owner was 
trying to set up an area to be completely accommodating but someone says forget that I am 
going to breast feed where I chose.  Then that business owner gets a $1000 fine and spend 
30 days in jail. 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  I believe the infraction part of it is important.  Any of you eat in a bathroom? 
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When is the last time any of you have eaten in a bathroom or your kids? 
 
Rep. McWilliams:  In the indecent area there is no mention of breast.  I have been witness 
of women not being very discrete.  Does this bill preclude an establishment approaching a 
mother who may not being so discrete?  
 
Rep. Dobervich:  Under current law a woman can breast feed in discreet and modest 
manner anywhere in a business that is open to the public.  This is meant to be discrete and 
modest.  When we are uncomfortable with someone feeding their child it is one of the things 
that impedes women from breast feeding. I have never seen a woman intentionally exposing 
herself while breast feeding in public or private. 
 
Rep. McWilliams:  My question is to a business owner’s right to request more modesty in 
that establishment.   
 
Rep. Dobervich: If you have a private business and it is open to the public to come and you 
want a woman to breast in another area, I don’t understand what you are asking. 
 
Vice Chairman Karls:  I nursed four children and I was discrete.  Does the law also specify 
that you should cover the process?  There should be a limit and modesty is a bad thing. 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  Women typically are discrete.  Woman should not have to be told.  That is 
why we don’t need this language. 
 
Representative Simons: When I have been in Honduras they are not modest. A Muslin 
establishment does have a different modesty standard.  Are you suggesting that they would 
not be able to say this isn’t acceptable in my privately owned business? 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  That is the way it is written now. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  The intent was one of the things used to allowing this in any 
public place.  Now you appropriately point out that is subjective and you are right.  Most laws 
are subjective. Now you want to say it doesn’t have to be discrete because it is a subjective 
idea.  What do you think about a business having to do this?  Is that so bad. 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  Breast feeding is about feeding infants when they need to eat. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: You have talked about the natural nature of bodily functions, but 
there are a lot of natural bodily functions we don’t do in public or we would approve of.  Some 
of your arguments go too far.  
 
Rep. Dobervich:  You are getting at that subjectivity of this which does make it difficult.   
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Your concern is women who have been made to feel 
uncomfortable; and have been prohibited from doing this when the law says they can; have 
the business owners or whoever it was have they been notified that the law in ND says you 
are allowed to do this.  What was their reaction and what do you think their future practice 
will be if they have been confronted with that and notified that the law allows this?  
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Rep. Dobervich:  This popped out and I don’t have my material with me for preparing for 
this. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Do you have a time certain when we should reschedule this? 
 
Rep. Dobervich:  I do not.  It will take at least a week. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Maybe Wednesday afternoon. Let me know. 
 
Rep. Paur:  If there aren’t limitations what about the; often you see in restaurant no shirt no 
shoes no service signs; they put limitation on what can happen in the restaurant.  Should we 
make that an infraction also?  
 
Rep. Dobervich:  I leave it up to the committee to decide to make changes to the location or 
not. 
 
Karen Ehrens, Licensed Registered Dietitian: (Attachment #1) Went over the testimony.  
(25:35-29:00) 
 
Willow Hall: Certified Lactation Consultant: (Attachment #2) Read testimony. (30:00-34:39) 
 
Vallie Needham, Bismarck resident:  The bill is straight forward and I don’t think subjective 
terms.  I am concerned about the comments.  We need to support mothers as they breast 
feed their mothers. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  Were those death threat to report that to authorities. 
 
Alyse Erbele, Citizen:  I deal with mothers who have mental health issues.  Discussed an 
issue that happened to her.  I hate to see mothers harassed.   
 
Rep. Paur:  This bill wouldn’t address mother’s being harassed? 
 
Alyse Erbele:  That is what the penalty is for. We want to protect mothers. 
 
Sarah Woods:  I am a mother and business owner and I am concerned about taking out the  
wording that they say is subjective is I feel like the subjective wording is the only wording that 
protects me as a business owner. If I did because of a religious conviction or any kind of 
social conviction, I would want for my own legislative protection to be protected to say to me 
that is not a discrete manner. I see this taking this away freedom from a business owner 
prospective as well. 
 
Representative Jones: Thank you for stepping forward. Do you that happening? 
 
Sarah Woods:  I wouldn’t want my rights taken away just in case that could happen. I think 
we could fight this better as mothers and just ban that establishment altogether versus asking 
legislation to do that for me. 
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Representative Simons: Have you ever had any of these experiences what was earlier 
testified to?  Have you ever been asked to quite breast feeding or felt uncomfortable? 
 
Sarah Woods:  No I haven’t.  I am not sure we should define discrete. I think that should be 
the choice of the woman and I think the business owner should have a choice as well. 
 
Vice Chairman Karls:  Have you noticed other business that have provided a room 
especially for nursing moms?  
 
Opposition: 
 
Sarah Woods:  The current legislature already says I cannot force a person to go into a 
separate location.  Some people would prefer not to and you don’t want to leave I think you 
have every right even under the current legislation to breast feed your child right where you 
are.   
 
Recess hearing. 
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Relating to breastfeeding; and to provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                  1,2 

 
Chairman Koppelman:  Reopened the hearing on HB 1330. 
 
Support: 

Kimmie Needham:  Citizen: (Attachment #1) Read testimony.  (1:35-8:42)    
 
Whitney Coleman, Certified Lactation Counselor, Register Nurse: (Attachment #2) Read 
testimony.  (9:12-14:46) 
 
Opposition:  None 
 
Closed hearing. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to breastfeeding; and to provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Koppelman:  Opened the meeting on HB 1330. 
 
Do Not Pass Motion Made by Vice Chairman Karls; Seconded by Rep. Satrom 
 
Discussion: 
 
Rep. Hanson:  We heard overwhelming testimony in favor of this bill from the people it would 
affect.  I think we should reconsider passing the bill. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  I understand the problem with the penalty related to it.  If I had had the 
opportunity I would have amended it remove the penalty, but left the portion to removes the 
modest and discrete language.  What is modest and discrete is subjective.   
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: I did pull the legislative history and some of the testimony we 
received was misleading.  We were told it was a bunch of men that did this.  It was actually 
a female of the Senate committee that originally heard the bill and they attached the wording 
to the bill so when it came to the house ten years ago; I think there was some misinformation 
on that.  I think the question of what is modest and discrete can interrupt that and depending 
on the place where this is occurring those discussions can be had as well.    
 
Rep. Paur:  On page 2 line 4 original bill the act of a woman discretely breast feeding your 
child is not a violation of this section.  It strikes me odd that is even in there.   
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: There are other descriptions in Century Code that might be 
included on what might be visible.     
 
Roll Call Vote:    11    Yes     3    No      0   Absent    Carrier:  Vice Chairman Karls 
 
Closed. 
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