
2019 HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
 

HB 1327 

  



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Transportation Committee 
Fort Totten Room, State Capitol 

 

HB 1327 
1/18/2019 

31062 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Jeanette Cook 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the fee for failure to stop at a stop sign; and to provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Ruby opened the hearing on HB 1327. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  The prime sponsor is not here.  
 
The bill does not affect the headlamps, it is just the stop signs and yields signs, the same two 
sections.   
 
There was no one else to speak in support of the bill.  
 
There was no one to speak in opposition to the bill.   
 
The hearing was closed on HB 1327. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  This is similar to the bill that we just voted as a DO NOT PASS. 
 
Representative Owens made a motion to amend P. 2 line 4. Replace $100 with $40. 
Representative Paulson seconded the motion. 
 
A voice vote was taken.  The motion carried.  
 
Representative Kading moved a DO PASS as amended on HB 1327. 
Representative Jones seconded the motion. 
 
A roll call vote was taken:  Aye  7  Nay  4  Absent  3 
The motion carried. 
 
Representative Jones will carry HB 1327.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the fee for failure to stop at a stop sign; and to provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                 1 Attachment 

 
Chairman Rust: Opened hearing on HB 1327. 
 
Representative Gary Paur, District 19: Please see Attachment #1 for testimony and 
other information. 
 
Chairman Rust: Since the House decided to lower it from your original intent of $100 to 
$40, I'm assuming they thought $100 was too high. So let’s suppose we went back to $100 
and we lost the bill completely. Would you rather have the fine go to $40 or lose it 
altogether? 
 
Representative Paur: I think I’d rather have it go to $100. You know, compared to the 
other fines I think that would be very well within line and failure to stop is serious enough. 
You can do what you like and I’ll be happy with it, but I don’t $40 is much more of a 
deterrent than $20 actually. I don’t know if $100 is, but it’s more than $20, I'm sure of that.  
 
Chairman Rust: (Shared personal story) I think it’s a pretty serious offense to run those 
red lights, I really do. I’d like to see the fine go up, but I’d like not to see the bill go down 
either. 
 
Senator Clemens: Do you feel that part of the reason they lowered the fee to $40 was out 
of fear that it wouldn’t pass at $100? 
 
Representative Paur: I don’t know, there’s a great reluctance to raise any of the fines. 
There was another bill which raised, doubled most of them; just about all of them. Which 
would have been $40 for this one. I don’t think that one passed. That one came from in the 
committee. Like I said, I wasn’t there, so I really don’t know the discussion outside of that 
there would be a reluctance to raise the fines at all. Except I think in this case it might be 
justified, that’s a long time ago that it was set at $20. 
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Senator Bakke: Have you talked to law enforcement about this and are they supportive of 
this increase? 
 
Representative Paur: Yes, they’ve mentioned to me several times, not specifically the 
dollar amount. I did speak to the highway patrol on it, and of course it was fine with them. 
One of my local sheriffs is who I'm quoting when he said he’s had people laugh at him 
when he’s told them what the fine was. 
 
Jeff Solemsaas: In my 27 years of experience in law enforcement experience I can say 
that it is a pretty frequent occurrence, to have someone laugh at you. I did testify on the 
House side about this bill and I used the example of a person that I stopped a couple of 
years ago for running a red light. His rationale to me was, “if I run 20 red lights and I get 
caught one time it’s cost me $1 per red light,” and he said “I will never stop for a red light. I 
have too many things to do, it’s not worth it for me to stop. It’s worth the risk of getting 
stopped and getting a $20 fine.” To answer your question about the point system, I have 
yet to see a driver that cares about accumulating the sufficient number of points to lose 
their license. Our agency writes over 3000 driving under suspension citations a year. The 
issue then becomes, a person accumulates so many points from traffic violations they have 
their license become suspended, they can’t get insurance, now they become involved in an 
accident and the other person is left holding the bag for all the damages the have been 
incurred from that accident or that collision. That’s a big frustration for a lot of people. In 
reading this bill I say that it probably doesn’t go far enough. It addresses stop signs only 
and certain other violations. I feel that all moving violations should have a higher penalty to 
provide some form of deterrent effect for drivers. Again, I will say that from personal 
experience most drivers don’t care about what the fines are, it’s not a problem for them. 
They can pay the fine and they’ll move on, not an issue. 
 
Chairman Rust: Did you say what you do right now? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: I’m a Lieutenant in a local police department. Commander of the Traffic 
Section. 
 
Chairman Rust: Bismarck? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: Yes, sir. 
 
Senator Bakke: The movement to $40, do you think that is going to be enough of a 
deterrent? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: My personal opinion is no, it is not. I don’t know that $100 is palatable for 
people, I maybe would suggest splitting the difference to a $50 fine. Personal opinion there. 
 
Chairman Rust: Didn’t we just pass a bill, maybe it’s going through the House; that would 
allow cities to levy a different amount of penalty than what the state penalty is? I believe 
right now cities cannot levy a penalty greater than the states.  
 
Lt. Solemsaas: That is correct, that bill did originate in the Senate, it is now in the House. 
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Senator Bakke: I remember that was a request of Grand Forks law enforcement, that they 
be given the opportunity to do that. So this would only apply to the Highway Patrol? This 
wouldn’t apply in cities? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: My understanding would be, if it was adopted by the legislature then the 
cities could also adopt that same. Under the current home rule charter, we cannot go above 
what the state has dictated as the penalties. 
 
Senator Fors: Who benefits from the fines? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: The fines that we right go directly into the city’s general fund. They do not 
go directly to the police department. 
 
Chairman Rust: What about fines if I blow a stop sign out in the country? Those go into 
the common schools trust fund? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: If my memory is correct, I think that goes into the common schools trust 
fund. 
 
Chairman Rust: Those fines I think get distributed back out to schools, if I remember right. 
That’s the way it used to be, I don’t remember if we changed that or not. 
 
Senator Bakke: Didn’t we have a study that was going to look at fees? Was that just fees 
for the Department of Transportation or would it be looking at these as well? 
 
Chairman Rust: I believe that there is a resolution, because I think that I’m signing onto it; 
to study fees. 
 
Senator Bakke: Would these be included? 
 
Chairman Rust: I would think so, yes. I would think so. 
 
Senator Clemens: How does the point system work? Is that kind of prorated in accordance 
with the amount of the fee or what points would follow if we went to $100? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: The point system is based on the severity of that offense. For example, a 
moving violation is normally 2-points, care required I believe is 2-points, leaving the scene 
of an accident for example is I think 14-points, a DUI is I think 14 or 16-points. I can’t 
remember the point system off the top of my head, I apologize. 
 
Senator Clemens: So going from $20 to $100 won’t affect the points on a stop sign 
violation? 
 
Lt. Solemsaas: That is correct, it would not affect the point system. 
 
Senator Bakke: How many points do you have to have before you lose your license? 
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Lt. Solemsaas: Currently when you accumulate 12 or more points your license is 
suspended for a period of time. 
 
Chairman Rust: Closed hearing on HB 1327 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the fee for failure to stop at a stop sign; and to provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments 

 
Senator Bakke: I think we leave it at $40. Because now didn’t we pass something that said 
if the cities wanted to do higher they could? 
 
Chairman Rust: It got through the Senate, it’s still in the House, it has not gotten through 
the House. 
 
Senator Bakke: I think $40 is plenty at this point. Didn’t we also put that study forward that 
they study the fees? So there’s a couple of ways this could change at another time. 
 
Chairman Rust: Yes, that’s true. 
 
Senator Bakke: I move a Do Pass. 
 
Senator Patten: I Second the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote Taken: 
6-0-0 Do Pass 
Carrier: Dwyer 
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